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Additional Information for Healthcare Professionals about
Immunize.org’s “Record of Vaccine Declination”

Unfortunately, some parents will refuse to have their child receive some
vaccines. For healthcare providers who want to assure that these
parents fully understand the consequences, Immunize.org has produced
aform titled “Record of Vaccine Declination.” This form facilitates and
documents the discussion that a healthcare professional can have with
parents about the risks of not having their child vaccinated before the
child leaves the medical setting.

Your use of the “Record of Vaccine Declination” demonstrates the
importance you place on timely and complete vaccination, focuses the
parents’ attention on the unnecessary risk for which they are accepting
responsibility, and may encourage a vaccine-hesitant parent to accept
your recommendations.

Your recommendation can make a difference. Vaccine recommendations
from the child’s healthcare provider can strongly influence a parent’s final
vaccination decision.! Most parents trust their children’s doctor for
vaccine-safety information (76% endorsed “a lot of trust”), according to
researchers from the University of Michigan.? Similarly, analyses of the
2009 HealthStyles Survey found that the vast majority of parents (81.7%)
name their child’s doctor or nurse as the most important source that
helped them make decisions about vaccinating their child.® Gust and
colleagues found that the advice of their children’s healthcare provider
was the main factor in changing the minds of parents who had been
reluctant to vaccinate their children or who had delayed their children’s
vaccinations.* Guidance on how to conduct a discussion with parents
about their child’s need for vaccinations is available from the American
Academy of Family Physicians® and also CDC (see www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/hcp/conversations/conv-materials.html#understand).

The consequences of not vaccinating are well documented. The
following are just a few examples of the impact of vaccine refusal:

e Association between vaccine refusal and vaccine-preventable diseases
in the United States: A review of measles and pertussis. Phadke VK,
Bednaraczyk RA, Salmon DA, Omer SB. JAMA 2016; 315(11):
1149-58. https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/26978210/

e An outbreak of measles in an undervaccinated community. Gahr P,
DeVries AS, Wallace G, et al. Pediatrics. July 2014; 134(1):2220-8.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24913790/

e Nonmedical vaccine exemptions and pertussis California. Atwell JE,
Van Otterloow J, Sipprich J, et al. Pediatrics 2013; 132(4):624-30.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24082000/

To ensure that your parents and patients are fully informed about
vaccination risks and benefits, follow these steps:

e Give the appropriate Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) to the
parent or legal representative before each vaccine is given. This is
required by federal law.

e When parents refuse arecommended vaccine, document that you
provided the VIS(s), and have the parent sign the “Record of Vaccine
Declination.”

Revisit the vaccination discussion at each subsequent visit. Flag the
charts of fully or partially unvaccinated children as a reminder to
revisit the vaccination discussion. Flagging also alerts the team
about missed vaccinations when evaluating aniill child, especially
one who has a fever without a clear source.

What do others say about documentation of
vaccine declination?

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP): “Despite [our] best efforts to
discuss the effectiveness of immunizations and the low risk of significant
side effects from immunization, some families will still refuse to have
their children immunized. In those cases, it is important to document the
refusal of one or more recommended immunizations and attempts to
counsel the family in the patient’s medical record...

To support this, the AAP has updated a Refusal of Recommended
Immunization form.”® AAP also has published information and resources
that describe how to code for and document discussions.”
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