Mauna Loa Sol ar Observatory Cbserver’'s Log
Tue Feb 20 17:27:18 GVIT 1996
Year: 96 Doy: 051
oserver: koon consol e Feb 20 17:25

WEATHER COMMENT: Tue Feb 20 17:27:25 GMI' 1996

Foggy, rainy, w nd=35+ fromthe SW tenmp=33 F. Yesterday (DOY 050) was even
wor se due to heavier rain, so | didn't walk to the observatory fromthe
parki ng area and therefore didn't send a | og (96050).

LONML COWMENT: Tue Feb 20 23:18:15 GMVII 1996

Worked on the | owl drives.

The problemis that the drive #0 will eject a tape shortly after trying to
wite data to it.

1) Switched cables so that drive #0 is at end of chain, w thout externa
termnator (in case it has internal termnation). Problemstill there.

2) Put external terminator on drive #0 in configuration nentioned in #1
above. Problemstill there.

3) Same as setup #2 but changed swi tches on back of drives so old drive #0
becone drive #1 and old drive #1 became drive #0. Problemstill there.

NOTE: In 1,2 and 3 above, the drive that was originally #1 al ways worked
correctly, only original drive #0 had the sane consi stent problem

4) Cd eaned drive #0, problemfixed.

Wi | e doing the steps above | noticed that the tape in drive #0 was being witten to in high density 8500c conpressed nobde
as indicated by the center

LED fl ashing anber during a wite. But that LED flashed green in drive

#1 (1’ mtal ki ng about original drive nunbers since | switched their identities

back after step #4) indicating a | ow density node (8500 or 8200 format).

Switching the tapes confirns that the drives recognize and conformto the

format used previously in the recycled tapes. Starting up the drives with

the tapes already in themdidn't change the way data was witten to the

drives. After further testing and tal king to Exabyte Techni cal Support

it is clear that our EXB8505XL drives will default to witing in 8500c

(10 GB/tape) nmode on a new tape but will wite in the previously used format

(e.g., 8500 at 5 GB/tape, or 8200 at about 2.5 GB/tape) on recycled tapes

unl ess we degauss the recycled tapes. So | found two recycl ed tapes that

woul d all ow being witten to in 8500c format (we nust have | oaded theminto

these drives when they were new) and | | oaded theminto the drives to avoid

the possibility of losing any data and restarted the program W should probably get a degausser and use the 8500c format
from now on, degaussing

any recycl ed tapes before using them



Thr oughout the above troubl eshooting | was calling David with questions and
information (in fact he suggested cleaning the drive), he will contact

Steve and see if using 8500c format is OK. We have probably sent tapes

with both types of formats by now, I hope no data was |ost on the | ow
density formatted tapes. These drives give another exanple of why autonation
wi t hout manual overrides can be troubl esone.

WEATHER COMMENT: Tue Feb 20 23:55: 09 GMI' 1996
Weat her stayed bad all day, no observing.

Tue Feb 20 23:55:28 GWVII 1996: Fil emark



