JournAL oF Researcees into the Natural History and
Geaology of the Countries visited during the voyage of
H.M.S. Beagle round the world. - By C. Darwin..
Second edition, with additions,—(Murray’s Library,
Nos.22,23,24.). . . . ... . i

A work especially interesting to the naturalist, and

searcoly less atiractive to the general reader. The au-

thor has retained the form of a journal for convenience,
and though this circumstance now and then occasions

a want of unily, it has the advantage of presenting &

faithful delineation of first impressions, always the most.

striking, if not always the most aceurate. “As a speci-
men of Mr Darwin’s Lighter style, take this sketch of

: RIO DE JANEIRO INNS.. "
“ On firat arriving, it was our custom to unsaddle th

horses and give them their Indian corn; ther, with a low
bow, to ask the senhor to do us the favour togive us some-
thing to eat.- Any thing you choose; sir; was his ususl au-
swer. For the firat few Limes, vainly I thanked Providence
for having guided us to so good 2 man. The conversation
proceeding, the case universally became deplorable. ‘Any
fish can you do us the favour of giving ?~*-Oh; 1o, 8ir.’—
¢ Any soup ?—*No, gir.— Any bread #—* Oh! no, sir.—
¢ Any dried meat?’—*Oh! no, sir.”’. If we were lucky, by
waiting a_couple of hours, we obtzined.fowls, rice, and
farinba. It not unfrequentlyhappened that we were oblig-
ed to kill, with stones, the poultry for our own supper.
When, thoroughly exhausted by fatigue and hunger, we
timorously hinted that we should be glad of our meal, the
pompous and (though true) most unsatisfactory answer
wag, * It will be ready when it is ready.” If we had dored
to remonstrate any further, we should have been told to

Eroceed on our journey, ay being too impertinent. The
osts are most ungraceful and disagreeable in their man-

ners; their houses and: their persons are often filthily
dirty; the want of the accommodation of forks, knives,
and spaons is common ; and I am sure no cottage or hovel
in England could be found in a state so utterly destitute of
every comfort.” :

i Thers is spirit, too, in the deseription of - -

l . SOUTH AMERICAN HORSEMANSHIP.

¢ One eve! , & donidor (a subduer of horses) came for
the purpose of breaking-in some colts. I will describe the
proparatory steps, for I believe they have not been men-
tioned by other travellers. A troop of wild young horses
is driven into the corral, orlarge enclosure of stakes, and
the door.is shut. We will suppose that one man alone has
to catch and mount a horse, which as yet had never felt
bridle or spddle. I comceive, except by a Gaucho, such a
feat would be utterly impraeticable. The @Gaucho picks
out = full-grown colt ; and as the beast rushes round the
eircus, he throws his Jazo so as to catch both the front

.legs.. Instantly the horse rolls over with a heavy shock,

and whilst sfruggling on the ground, the Gaucho, holding
the.lazo- tight, :makes & circle, 50 as to catch one of the
hind: legs, just beneath the fetlock, and drawa, it close to |
the two front legs; he then hitches the la2o, so that the




threo sto bound togethier. "Then sitting’ on'the horse's
neck, he fixes 3 strongbridle, withont ;!lglt? to the lower
jaw: u;’t: he does by passing a narrow thong ‘through thg

& second man ig
present (otherwisa the trouble is much greater) he hulds
e animal's head, whilst the first puts on the borsecloths
«d saddle, and girths the whole topether. During this
“wation, the horee, from dread and astonishment at thus
og bound round the waist, throws himsolf oyer and
over on the ground, and. till beaten, is unwilling to’
rigse. At last, when the saddling is finished, the poor ani-
+ mal can hardly breathe from fear, and is white with foam
; ond sweat. The man now &mp-ras to mount by pressing
heavily on the stirrup, so that the horse may not lose its
balance; and at the moment that he throws his leg over
the animal’s back, ke pulle the slip-knot binding the front
legs, and the beast is free, - ‘Some *domidors® pull the
knot whila the animal is lying on the ground. and, stand.
ing over the saddle, allow him to rise beneath them. The
horse. wild with dread gives a few mast violent bounds.
and then starts off at full gallop : when quite exhousted,
the man. by patience, brings him back to t] o dbrral, where,
reeking hot and scarcely alive, the poor beast is lat free.
Those animals which will not gallop awny, but obstinately
throw themselves on the ground, are by for the most trou-
blesume. This process Is tremendous)! severe, but in two
or three triale the horse s tamed. It is not, howcyer, for
some weelks that the animal Is ridden with the iron hit and
#olid ring, for it must learn to associnte the will of its
rider with the feel of the rein, before the most powerful
bridle can be of any service.
- » »

- » » *

l “The Gauchos are well known to be perfeot ridera. The
idea of boiuﬁl:‘llvwn. Iet the horse do what it likes, never
enters their . Their criterion ¢f a.govd rider is,aman
who can manags an untamed colt, er who, if his horse falls,
alights on his own feet, or ean perform othersuch expluits,
I E“c heard of a mun betting that he would throw his
horze down twenty times, and thatnineteen times be would
not fall hivself. T recollect secing a Gaucho riding a very
stuhborn horse, which three times successively reared 80
high as to fall backwards with great violence. The man
Judged with uncommon coolness the proper mement for
slipping off, not au instant before or after the right time;
and as soon as the horse got up, the man jumped on his
back, and at fast they started ata aliop. The Gaucho
never appears to exert any muscular furce. I wasone day
watching & good rider, as we wers galloping at @ rapid
pace, and thought to myself, * surely il the horss starts,
You appear g0 careless on yonr seat, you wast full.” At
this moment; a male ostrich aprang from its nest right be-
neath thé“hibrse's nose: the young colt bounded on une
side like a stag; but as for the man, all that could be said
wus, that he started and took fright with bis horse

* InChile and Pern more painsaretaken with the mouth
of the horse than in La Plata, and this is evidently & con-
sequence of the more intricate nature of the country. Im
Chile a horse is not considered perfectly broken, till he
can be brought up standing, in the midstof his full speed,
on any particular spot,—for instance. on g eluak ‘hrown on
the ground: or,again. he will charge a wali, and: rearing,
poraps the surface with his hoofs. I have seen an animal
bounding with spirit, yat merely reined by a. fure-finger
and thumb, taken at fall gallop across a court-yurd, and
made to wheel round the post of a verandu with great

. but at 60 equala distance, that the rider, with out-
stretched arm, all the while kept one finger rubbing the
post. Then making a demi-volte in the air, with the other
arm ontstretched in n like manner, he wheeled round, with
astonishing force, in an opposite direotion,

**Such o horse is well broken; and although this at fiest
may appear useless, it is far otherwise., 1t is only carrying

which is daily neous into perfection.  When a
bullock iy checked and caught by the lazo, it will some-
times gallop round and round in a gircle, and the horse be-
ing alarmed at tho great strain, if not well broken, will
not readily turn like the Pivot of a wheel. 1In consequence
many men have been killed; for if the Tazo once takes o
twist round a man's body, it will instantly, from the power
of the two opposed animals, almost cut {llmin twain. On
the same principle the races are managed; the course is
only two or three hundred yards long, the wish being to
have horses that can make a rapid dasb. roce-
horses are trained not only to stand with their hoofs
touching a line, but to draw all four feet together, so as
at the first spring to bring into play the full action of the

hind-quarters. In Chile T was told an anecdote, which I

believe was true; and it offors 2 good illustration of the

use of a well-broken animal. A réspectable man. riding

gue day met two otheis one of whom was mounted on a

horae, which he knew to have been stolen from himself,

He ohallenged them ; they answered him by drawing their

sabres and giving chase. The man, on his goud and flest

beast, kept just ahead : 25 be passed a thiok bush he wheel-
ed round it, and brought up his horse to a dead check.

The pursuers were obliged ta 8hoot on one side and ahead.

Then instantly dashing on, right behind them, he buried

his knife in the back of one, wounded the other, recovered

his horse from the dying robber, and rode home. For theze
feats of horsemanship two things are NeCESSAry : o most
gevere bit, like the Mamaluke, the ‘wwer of whieh, though
seldom used, the horse knows full well: and large blunt
spurs, that can be applied either as a mere touch, or s an
instrument of extreme pain. I conceive that with English
spurs, the slightest touch of which pricks the skin, it would
bf:;}:f])ﬂ-!iblﬂ to break in a horase after the South American
jon."”
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