Narrative of the Surveying Vi of his Majesty's |
ips Adveniure between the years
1826 and 1836, by Capiain P. P. King, R.N., and

These four splendid volumes are dedicated to Earl
Minto, the First Lord of the Admiralty, and they are
cvery way entitled to be regarded in a national point
of view. form a contribution to the seience, and
stand as & mooument of the enterprise of the country,
no less complete in their exccution than comprehensive
in their design.

Tmﬁ. l:il‘ﬂ cgltl. h::lich a Iibunl;lt*_r of qﬁfh,

commendable and rat uncommon in ng
:i':rlzﬂ a work for publication, had rendered !ueqt:hla,
Goveroment has subscribed a thousand pounds—a sum
totally inadequate to the object, yet conveying a Sense
of il:,ﬂ.lue and importance, which is nobly ustified by
the richness of the stores of new information poured
into the treasury of knowledge.

This parrative of the surveying voyages of the Adven-
ture and Beagle, which were originated by the Board of
Admiralty in 1826, and have been contipued by the di-
rection of liberal Governments until 1886, has been laid
before the public as the results of the expedition by ifs
two gallant commanders. On Captain Fitz Roy has de-
volved the II'I'F!T share of the literary execution and re-
sponsibility of the task, and no ornament of our navy
could have a better right to congratulate himself on the
result of 13 years' labour, peril, sacrifice, and triumph
over difficulties all but insurmountable, than the cofficer
whom Science should now ** delight to honour.”

The Narrative describes their examination of the |
southern shores of South America, with the Beagle and
Beagle's circumpavigation of the globe. An attem
says the preface, has becn made to combine general in-
formation with th:.g.lnmmnt ohject—that of falflling &
duty to the Admiralty for the benefit of seamen. T{h
attempt we regard as completely successful, notwith=
standing that some parts must be caviare to the multi-
tude, and that the work may scem to be of a rambling
and mixed character in the eyes of the scientific. The
Adventure was a strongly-built ship of 330 tons burden,
without guns; it was commanded by Captain Parker
King. The Beagle was a fine little vessel of 235 tons,
carrying six guns; it was -commanded in the first in-
stance by Captain Stokes, whose deathin 1828 under
circumstances of painful excitement, and after an in-
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trepid and adventurous diseharge of his duties, forms the | m
most mournful episode in the Narrative. To lLim sue= | C
ceeded Ctpulncﬁohuﬂ Fitz Roy. di
The instructions were to accomplish an aecurate sur-
vey of the great coasts adverted to, from the southern tl
entrance of of the river Plata round te Chiloe anil of | o
Terrs del Fuego, the Beagle following the same orders. i
They were to make, orcall at, the follo places suc-
u&:?—nmly, Madeira, Teneriffe, northern | e
mt St. Antonio, and the anchorage at St. Ja tl
in the Cape Verd Islands, the Island of Trini o
in the Southern Atiantic, and Rio de Janeiro; for the | e
'pllrm of ascertaining the differences of the longitudes | ¥
of those several places. _ e b
To proceed In anything like an order of ngrrative Ia ]t
now impossible. One word describes the course ; it was | 1
successful ; but to particularize the points of survey or ||
to have the vicissitudes experienced by the brave, enthu- |
siastic, and unwearied vovagers—though this would be |
only bare justice—our space is as inadeguate as :
l
W
\

would be a Fuegian cance to the exizencies of
the voyage. But undoubtedly it is upon the Futgian
c:silit that we should first be Ittlrﬂllﬂ tﬁ :3;]1. strange as
this may seem, by the sive and odious qua

of the savage h‘l.l:glllﬂ “3 ?ﬁ' scene. ‘The most inte- |
resting parts of the whole Narrative are those perhaps
which so gtlr‘:gllcﬂly picture the condition of this extra-
ordinary tribe of American Indians. The insight ae- |
quired into the nature, habits, and capabilities, meral
and mental, of this race of bei of 'whom Caliban
himself is in some respects scarcely a caricature, would
alone have rewarded the experiment and justified the
survey. No such intimate or accurate know of this
tribe existed before; and not much less has been added
to rhlt has been communicated by former voyagers re-
lative to the state and dispositions of the Patagomian

We remember no book of voyages whose leaves we
have turned over with a deeper, or we might say with a
more continuous interest ; and rarely have greater diffi-
culties been encountered ; never have greater gallantry,
discretion, intelligence, or humanity been evinced, than
by the crews of the Adventure and the Beagle through-
out their first voyage, The general reader will find
details to skip over; but to mautical men every page
will be a prize.

Having said thus much, we shall not be suspected of
a feeling disparaging to the first volume from the band
of Captain King, when we confess that the second
wolume, which is devoted to the second vovage of the




volume, which is devoted to the second voyage of the |
Beagle, in 1831 and subsequent years, is even more in-
teresting. Instructed to rrmnd to tha South American
station to tions of the highest importance,
tz Roy uiuend the most remarkable aptitude
for the undertaking. The interest of his voyage was
considerabl llhuﬂ:lbyhuhh back with him four
natives of Terra del Fuego, nh been brought to
this country on the ﬁ:ﬂm wylgn, and who had been
more than civilized; clothed, taught, baptized, :nd
”bumiﬂndm-ﬂi-gt;, so that oa a comparison of
their portraits, as they appeared in their native and their
acquired habits, it is ble to identify them. Their
new pames and estimated ages were—York Minster
96; Best Momory, 20; James Button, 14: and

Bask 3 9. The t
mMMﬁﬁm them to their na-
tive shores, as specimens of all there might

become, turned out as successful as could be expected,
but the rela
Button does by far the greatest credit to his Englis
teachers, and yet he is found on the return of the

to Fuego litn- no considerable absence, stript of

ML sanliness, and bis’ civilization—naked, |

filthy, “mﬂl and disgusting as any

of his lnd ly tribe. Yet many seeds of
ve

improvement sown by our voyagers; and|
mnyhopundﬁur'pmpuudzrn and even upon
those shores. For the realization ufthum ‘must Jook

for the en ent and ripening of
SR S
under Fitz Roy in the B ;

Revisiting the Patagonians, we fiod many matters of
increased interest awaiting us;: but from these thu
reader passes, to dwell as long as ma ba,ugn

i of pro-
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was fearful, motwithstanding Jmm{ :

present state of the inhabitants of Otaheite.
E\Tﬂlﬂm of Cook's Voyages, 's Narrative, and
pumerous other works, affording an insight into the
chuadudlhhp:ph.ﬂl}bel and delighted
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whom none on the face of the earth can present at this
moment features of stronger interest to the philan-
thropist and the Christian. Captain F., by the way,
had a most delicate task to execute in his iation
with the Queen and Couneil, and he discharged it with
the utmost circumspection and good taste.

Following the Beagle from America’s Southern coast
to the regions just referred to, and thence again traciog
its far tract towsrds the New Zealanders, scenas of fresh
jnterest, views the most just, and information of essen-
value, are spread us. To Captain Fitz Roy's
we should refer all who are concerned in the condi-

and prospects of New Zealand. His account of that
colony, and many of his speculations relative to it, wounld
stamp his work with value. To explore his course
farther, or to bestow more than a brief mention of his
ing motices of of the New World is,
huwnﬂmhh. Terminating this long voyage,
rather ing that of Vancouver, itis pleasant to ob-
serve that while the Beagle was in commission, between
February, 1829, and November, 1836, no serious illness,
brought on while on serviee, on board ; no ac-
cident of consequence occurred in the ship ; nor did one
man fall overboard during all that time.
The closing chapters of the second volume are de-
on the Early i

l

|

tions have been red available to scienee,

We may confidently predict for this volume, as an
ant part of the record of the results of a most sue-
expedition, a high estimation not merely by the
members of the Society (the Geologieal), of which Mr.
Darwin is Secretary, but hy botanists, zoologists, and

otﬁ:i have been advanced by his labours,
tly—1for we must bring our notice, scanty as it is,
to 2 close—we have to awand a high meed of praise to
the ilinstrations of this valuable work. They are scat-
tered through the chapters with singular on, and
many of them are in a style of art very far superior to
the ordinary class of book embellishments. any of
the little views are beantiful, and all are well en-
; but our faveurites are the masterly etehings of
as Landaccr. Captain Fitz Roy's clever m’-l
seems to have chiefly supplied the sketches for ;
and the artist has given to them the most bold, striking,
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other explorers, whose studies have beenaided and whose |

0 | pieturesque, and natural effect that eould be desired.



