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BocieTy.— The Saciely met on Wedneaday ovening lust, ||

when Mr Patterson gave an account of the rescarches
and theoretical wiews of Mr Darwin, on coral reefs,—
My Darwin was naturalist to (he oxpedition under Cap-
tain Fitzroy, in H.AL ships Adventure and Beagle, whicl
returned from the Pacifie, in 1836, after an absenco of
four or five yoars. ‘T'he resulls of his earoful and longth.
ened inguiries ave 1o be given to the world, In a serles of
works on the natural history of South Amerfes, and the
inlands of the Pacific. Tho first of these has just appoar
ed ; it treols of the orvigin of coral reas, and proposcs
some new nnd hi.ghly interesting views respecting the
great changes which ave taking place in the carth's crast,

over nearly & hemisphere. Mr Patterson's object was ||

to bring these viows before the Soviety, and to compare
them with sill more recent, eapeeially thess of the Ameri- ||
can exploring sxpedition, Iately returncd frem (he snme
i Mf Patterson firal described the strecture and
mode of growth of coral, and (he diferent forms assamed
Ly the reefs ;. the atoll, or ring of coral, cutlosing a deep
and calm lagoon, and benee called a Lagoon Ialand ; the
fringing orskirting roef, raised vp in shallow water, near |
1he shore, and the roviecling or burvier reef, many miles
distant from the shiore, and oxtending round an island, ina
uarvow belt, orrunning parrallel toits shores, often for hun. i
dredyof miles, 'Tho author (hen passed en to explain the
theoretical viewsadvanced by Mr Darwin, These appearto
be legitimate generalizations of carcfully obsvrvad facts ;
thay aresupported iy a groat mass of evidence, orerlurning I
tho views hitherto held, and sceming fully to establish llml
striking conclusion, that teacts of Jand, of great extont,
bave lately subsided, and mny be still subsil g, bLemontl
the waters of the Pacifie, thos introdueing most fmgpord.
ant changes in the physical geograpby of the Sauthers l
hemisphore, aml in the comdithns by which animal and
vegotablo life is mabutained. My, Patterson concluded
with some account of the obecrvations of the American
oxpodition, which bear out, in most points, the theory
. proposed Ly Mr Darwin. Mr. Hryee ealfud the ateern.
tion of the Sucioty to & singular featare in the physical
ﬁl]'mph;r of the Holy Lamd. 1t has been computed, fn
the late meewrate {rigonometrical survey of Liemtenant
Symonds, m.x. that the Jevel of the Dead Ben s 1,811
fect lower than the Medittervancan! From barometeis
observations made shortly before, Count Berthon, n
French traveller, had fized the depression at 1,339 fret ;
the near colncidines of these two rosults, from independ-
ent mathods of inguiry, can leave Lbut Little doubt that
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they are acewrate. 1t has beon aseertalned that the Sea
is BU0 feet below the level of the Mediterroncan, The l
ssion s affects 1be whols valley of ihe Jorda,
and the river In its course of about seventy miles, from
the Sca of Tiberias to the Dead Sca, has thﬁur: & total fll |,
of about 1,000 feet, or betwoen foarteen or fifteen fuot per |i
mile | an amount of declination, perhaps, lnpnrn]]ud[:n ;
the surface of the globe. 1t satisfuclorily necounts for |,
what all travellers tell us respecting tle inpetuous eurs ||
rept of this river. We must regard this as a highly

curious circumstance, especinlly when we consider how -

near the Dead Sea is to the Mediterrancan — that |

there aro no evidences on its shore of furmer wvol. |
canie action, nor of any desiceation walers sines |-
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sines its it foumation In the tlme of Abrahass.— | far



