Whether the potatoe is a native of Virginia, as is

genorally supposed, or whether it was obtained from |,

the Spaniards settled in South America, (possibly by
way of ‘Virginia,) it is certain that it exists at the
gresent day in astate of nature on the west coast of

out hAmerica from theJatitude of Valparaiso to the

Chunos Islands, lying to thesouth of the great Island | §

of Chilse. The best observationson the wild ]gota.toe
with which I am acquainted, are those of Mr. Darwin,
the naturalist of the Expedition round the World,

madoin the surveying ship Beagle, in the years’
1833-4-5. -In Mr. Darwin’s account of the Islanda of
the Chunos Archipeligo, whioh he visited in the
month of January, (the midsummer of those lati-
tudcs), of 1835, after describing the climate of the
whole group adexcessively bad, and stating that the
rain falls there'‘every day in winter and almost
every day in summer,” he g;ves the following acconnt
of tgo wild- potatoe, whic! .afpenrs to flovrish on
the sandy Eoils of that ungenial climate :— 3

¢ The wild potatoe grows in these islands io great
abundance, on the sandy, shelly soil near the sea-
beach. The tallest plant was four feet in height,
The tubers were generally small, but I found one of
an oval shape, two inches in diameter ; thu{ resem-
bled in every respect and had the same smell as Eng-
lish potatoees ; but when boiled they shrunk much,
and were watery and insipid, witheut any bitter taste.
They are undoubtedly here indigenous: they growas
far south, according to Mr. Low, as latitude 50 deg.
and are called Aquinas by the wild Indiars of that
part ; the Chilotan Indians have a different name for
them. Professor Henslow, who has examined the
dried specimens which I brought home, says that they
are the shme with those described by Mr. Sabine,
from Valparaiso, but that they form a variety which
by some-botanists has been considered as specifically
distinct. It is remarkable that tho same plant should
be found on the sterlle mountains of central Chiloe,
wherea drop of rain does not fall for more than six
months, and within the damp foreats of theae
gouthern islands.”

The chief points which result from the above ac-
countseem to be the following—First, that the po-
tatoe, in anatural state, is capable of enduring al-
most, any degree of wetncss or dryness, when growing
on a suitable, that is to say, on & sandy or open soil.
Second, that its natural ‘Aaditat is' in a sandy light
ground. And third, that its tubers, when in a state
of nature, are exceedingly 'small, their enlargement
being the result of cultivation. In its cultivated
state, the potatoc scems o retain many of its original
characteristics, and especially to lile a sandyor other-
wise open soil, and a moist climate. It seems, in-
deed, to be rather benefitted than injured by an
abpndant supply of moisture, provided it is not al-
lowed to stagnate in the ground, as is proved by the
groat success with whioh it has been cultivated on
the generally light soils of Ireland, on the decomposed
red rock of South Lancashire, and on the arenaceous
gen sands of the Lancashire coast, and of East and
West Flanders,
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The object of the present culture of  the potatoe in |
Europo s to improve the tuber as much as possible
both 1n size and quality, and the effect of that culture
has been to increase thiat part of the plant to eight or |
ten times s original size. The conséquence of this
hasbeentothrow thegreaterpart of the strength of the

lant into the tubers ; in many instances to reduce
Peaves and stems to less than half the size of the wild |

potatoe described by Mr, Darwin ; and in some to
prevent the formation of potatoe apples, which are
the proper seed of the plant. In the fine mealy pota-
tos e well known in Lancashire as the pink eye, and
which the late Mr. Loudon deseribed as the best
potatoe ever eaten by him, the foliage has become so
small that it has for several years been known by the
name of the short top, whilst the apples have disap-
peared allogether, Coutemporaneously with those
changes, there has been constantly increasing diffi-
oulty in growing the pink eyes, which are rapidly be-
ggmmg ®xtinet, It is evident from this circumstance
b the effect, of cultivating the potatoe for the pur-
the 3it§icrewng the size of the tuber, is to diminish
Mora proecars &) O the plant, to render its growth
Variety ‘m‘:“:&ﬁ; and in the end to destroy the
merly cl\ltivnt.odr{n bﬁ[nn variaties of potatoes for-
Cuts and I beliave there ang fow pyni.d ooen. Worn
gountry at 1 : A3 grown 1n this
¥ 8% laast, which are not lving unequivocal




