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Students of science will be ntnrtled by the novel
theory propounded in this work, and the broad
fnduction of facts npon which it is based. Not
natural history alone, but almost all subjecta of
haoman thought, come within the circle of its in-
flaence. This volume—~the result of many years
of patient labor and deep meditation—is baut the
abstract of a larger work, not yet completed.

Heretofore, naturalists have assumed that each
species of plants and animals has been indepen-
dently created. Mr. Darwin denies the assamp-
tiop, and affirms that species are not unchange-
sble, bat that those which belong to the same
genera are the lineal posterity of another and
generally extinct species. By what meauns are
the descendants made to differ from their pa-
rents in structare and habits? Mainly, by means
of natural selection. Thus animals and plants
are exceedingly prolific, but there are destroy-
ing influences at work which limit their namber,
such as climate, enemies, starvation. He advan-
ces the suggestion that there is a terrible stroggle
for existence going on in the world. Necessari-
Iy, the weakest perish, and those most fitted to re-
sist destructive agencies survive, Thisis natore’s
method of selection. Accidental peculiarities of!
organism and habitin the individual, which assist
in the preservation of life, are thus perpetoated
aod increased in the offspring, till eventoally a
new species is formed, widely different from its

first parents. For instance: in & forest where
deer are hunted by swilt hounds, those which are
slow and feeble soon fall a prey to their parsuers,

: | while those which are strong and fleet manage to
. | escape. The qualities which preserved the

more vigorous animals are transmitted in a high-
er degree to some of their progeny; so that, grad-
ually, a more powerful and guick-footed race of
deer are created.

We cannot enter into details, or explain why
many facts are in apparent antagonism to Mr.
Darwin's views. None, however, can deny their
buldness and originality, or the convincing array
of scientific proof he has collected to support
them. They establish a new foundation for psy-
chology; they setue forever the long.disputed
question—the unity or diversity of the origin ot
races; they inangurate a sew era in natural his-
tory, and indicate a new law of progression in an-
imated pature.
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