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hag and the lamprey, and that lonely type the lancelet, worse off as to
brain than the “Lking of men”, who, according to Thersites, “had not
so much brain as ear-wax”. Like Mr, Darwin, we keep forgatting man
in the forms that lie below him ; But ifwe really knew how specrer have
been developed (and we are not certified as to this at present), then we
should have to account for many perplexing faculties and powers in our
own species which would lie unconformably upen the attributes of the
fandamental beast.

If the nature of man were merely that of a full-blown animal, then
the opintow of Pythagoras concerning wild-fow] would not have been
quite so absurd es it was ; but we think nobly of that which is the ab-
solute distinction—the soul, and no way approve of such opinions,
Whether man was created separately from the rest of the ** primates”,
or whether “in the parturient fulness of time™ he tock a sudden stagt in
development, the ape-like brain undergoing a rapid but wholesome
hypertrophy, we bave at present no means of knowing.

We heartily wish that there were no savage races.  They are in the
way ; they are Darwinian in their low, foul, savage, beast-likeness ; but
they are on the planet, and en the planet they have been for no short
period. Vet Mr, Darwin must confess that they have the capacity for
improvement, indefinite improvement. If he says no, then how did
the higher races ariss?

How did we get our Darwins and Wallaces ? |
our Lyells and Huxleys? Is not the outward form of every creature |

the symbol of its inward faculties and powers 2 Does not the * fair -

largs front and eye sublime” proclaim the beauty and the power of the !:
inner man, jest as the ““forchead villanous low” befits the mind, the |

temper, and the powers of an ape? There is in that beast’s low mind
no rudiments of even & **natural theology™.

We need not distress ourselves about the matter. Mr. Darwin's book
is a mast delightful production ; and he is welcome to keep, in extreme
voluntary humility, all his curious ideas about the slow and laborious
way in which Natore made him. As for ourselves, we s1ill like to trace
our lineage back to “*Neah the sailor', and to the **grand old gardener
and his wife"; and we like to hear of the Divine Friend of this Mosaic
Adam coming to talk with him in the cool of the day. I the unity of
organic Wature absolute in itself, penetically, or is it one because of
the unity of the ** First Mover"?

All pozver must be one ex parte privcapis, however diversified ex parte
fermind ; and neither the * abysm" of time during which the evalution
of organic forms has been taking place, nor the multifariousness of these
forms, nor the great expansion of the faculties that became possible
with increased differentiation and perfection of parts, can possibly be
confusing te that Being whose exdstenee is & wwne sanr—an eternal
Now.

DIPSOMANIACS,

In a supplementary repocl of the York Lunatic Asylum, Dv. Needham,
the medical superintendent, observes that the absence of legsl provi-
sion for the care and custody of habiteal druokards has forced itsell
upon his attention with unusual prominence dusing the past two montha,
Mumerous applications have been made to him for advice and assist-
ance, He has, he says, nofortunately been compelled to reply that the
lonacy and general law of this country in no way provides for the care
of such persons, although they are clearly unable to take proper care of
themselves, and although they exercise over themselves, their families, and
their homes, all those devastating influences which feequently follow in
the track of mental disease; but that health, reason, and property, may
be alike wasted, without the State thinking it necessary to interfore.
That such iz the case, appears to him to be anything but conducive to
the general well-beng of the community, He points out that the law
recognises the obligation on the part of every able-bodied mam to pro-
vide for the maintenance of his family, and to abetain from attempts at
the commission of sulckle ; and that it visits with penalties any infraction
of either of these dutics. It would surely, then, he argues, not be unrea-
sonable to demand (hat he shall not willully pauperise his family, and

hand over his obligations towards them to those who already have im-
pozed upon them similar responsibilities ; and that his attempts at suis
cide, which are nooe the less determined, because they are not coh-
ducted wpon ordinary principles, shall, at all events, confer upon the
State the right to adopt measures for attempting their repression.

Ty, Neadham expresses the hope that at no distant period the diffi-
culty may be met by the enactment of laws having these objects, but
carefully guarded so as to secure the [gifimaile liberty of the subject ;
and that thus a legal basis may be given for the establishment of inebriate
asylums similar to those which have achieved such a marked success in
America, He then refers to the Washington Home in Boston, which was
apened in 1857, a8 a type of these institutions, and speaks of the results
which have followed its operations as having been of the most satisfac-
tory character, It is stated, upon undoubted autheority, that, since it
was opened, upwards of three thousand inebriates have been received,
and nearly two thousand of them discharged apparently permanently
cured, Similar results, according to Dr. Needham, seem to have at-
tended the treatment in the New York State Inebriate Asylum at Bing-
hampton. In twenty months, three hundred and ten persons were
received, and fifty per cent. discharged, having, to all appearance, re-
formed after a single probationary trial.  We have, however, recently
had cecasion to refer to a very different estimate of the surcess of this
institution.

An attempt at legislation in this direction was made Jast session in
the House of Commons by Dr, Dalrymple, but the difficolties attending
some of the provisions of this Bill, and the late period of the session
when it was introduced, induced him to withdraw it. It is now apain
before the house, and we invite for it the consideration of our associates.
Dir. Needham points out that provision was indeed made by the 6th sec-
tion of the Act 16 and 17 Viet., chap. 96, for the reception into licensed
houses of boarders, ** who being conscious of a want of power of self-
control, of an addiction 10 intemperate habits, or fearing an attack or
o recurrence of mental malady, and being free agents in all respects,
are desirous of residing as voluntary bearders in an institution for the
insane, with a view to medical treatment and supervision"; and that
this provision was extended to asylums and hospitals by the Lunacy
Acts Amendment Act of 1862,  He adds, however, that not only do the
previous application to the Commissioners in Lunacy, which 1s requisite
in each case, with its consequent delay, and the fact that the applicant
must have been under care a3 a lunatic within five years previously, in-
terfere materally with the value of the enactment ; but its purely volun-
tary character, which enaliles the boarder to dischargs himself when he
most urgently requires control, effectually deprives it of all value to the
majority of those to whom some power of control, legally conferred
upon their friends or others, would prove an invaluable benefit.

PHYSICAL MORALITY.
THeRE is little room for doubt that fo sirike at the root of the filth,
Iaziness, drunkenness, and disease, of great cities, we must begin with
the homes of the poor.  We must trust to the school-board and to the
available means of regenerating their physica]l conditions of existence.
Overcrowding means dirt, discase ; moral and mental depression: these
carry with them vice and drunkenness as invariable corollaries. Dr.
Trench has, therefore, done wisely in calling attention, by a special
publication, to the necessity of revolutionising working men's dwellingsin
Liverpool, as an essential preliminary to success in the efforts now being
made to relieve that town of the reproach of excessive mortality and a
shocking record of drunkenness,  He traces the present high death-rate
in no smail measure to the immigration of Irish pauperism in 1846-7,
when from 60,000 to 70,000 immigrants settled themselves permanently
in Liverpool, occopying every nook and corner of the already over-
crowded lodging and sublet houses, and even forcing themselves into
the cellars {about 3,000 in nuniber) which had been closed to habita-
tion under the provisions of the Health Act of 1842, The question of

l providing dwellings for the poor is one in which philanthropy needs



