SEXUAL SELECTICK.

Markind way differ upon the guestion
whether they were created a ¢ littls lower
than the sngels,” or are ouly developed a
little higher than the monkeys. Bat they
will still owe a double debt to Darwin,
first, for baving occasioned a rovival of
scientific study amoog the people; end,
gecondly, for baving brought clearly for-
ward some most interesting and piquant
analogies between the inferior animals
3ud Lan. When a grass widow, or
widower, aspires to a fourth or fifth hus-
bend or wife, it is some consolstion to
know that the sweetest songsters of ths
tupefn! ‘grove, sgainst whose tnnocence
not & thonght can be brestbed, will pick
ap s new mate within » fow hours after



their ¥ frst " had bsen shot, and gome-.
tima stain ssven b oxly to
be comforted with seven now i
tal_‘comsolations on ,gingls  day..
Starlings and sparrows are most oasily
consolable. Though two SDAITOWE are
sold for's farthing, mo weeping Madame
Sparrow is-'permitied: by tho- laws'of Bia
tars to mourn disconsolate gver the loss of
har latedumentsd for mote than half an
bour. What must be the diversity of emo-
tion and the spice and fragrant vereatility of
life where ths widow's woeds and bridal veil
sucoeed each other like cloud and sunshine
an & summera day! What a gooth-
ing consolation, superior to that of any
naszage du Job or Ezekdel, such facts in the
social acience of the feathered world ad.
misister to thoss who are indebted to an
Indiana or Connecticut divoros, obtained
without notics 1o thelr recent partnars, for
all their hopes of fature blism! .
When we learn that, before their firat
-marriage, partridges come together in
gleat ronts, balls, soirees, lovees, recop-
ticns, and parties; that forty or fifty of
them dance together in the moonlight, far
into :

“The wee SmA' ROUTS AyARt the tWAl,".
chasing each other in 'gea-
oral ¢ Boger-do-Coverly ”  gallopads
overthe green moss, through the copse,
acd among the shadows of the dark old
woods, or occasionally stopping to *‘balanoe
their partners” or ** forward four,"snd than
resume their  “*chasez il around ;"—we
wonder whether there is most of human
nature in the partride, or of the partridge
in humanity. Surely. a French dsncing-
master, knowing thess facts, could only
eat roaat partridge, on the genem! French
principle that thers ¢am be no sin in oon-
suming @ne’s pousin, . provided wo do not
digest & dooeased wife'a sister, B

Bat though the first marriage among,
partridges and birds generally involves six '
wecks' continuous daraing, all subsequent
alliances grow casier and more spontans-’
ops, until at lact & courtship of & second
apda half or two Sooonds is excessive,
and gallantries which we would blush to
nsme becoms notonly easy but almost
rrenistible. .
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TR Wanion oh on Sowery wworn,”

how can yo marry s0 rocklessly the
second, third, or tweatioth time, when 50
waore 50 coy and chaste the first? Is there
any precodent for this in human nature?

" Looking through nature up to-nature's -
liw of marrisge and divorse, Mr. Darwin ;
finds that, among thoss orders of gregari-
ous birds which live in Ogeida Communi.
ties and on Brook Farms, and are trying to
carry out in  prsctice the theories of
Fourier and Victoria C. Woodhull, thers
i3 a very general preference on the
pert of the younger of each sex for ths
alder members of tbe other. Not only do |
tho younger female birds prefer the old
‘*bloated capitalists” of the tanefal grove, |
& preference which is warmly reciprocated :
by the cld]billics, but the younger males ‘
actually lay down their hands aod hearts |
at the toes of night-cspped old scroschers, :
sncient enough to be their grand-mam- |
wne, The antique-feathered beldames '
actuslly prefer thess young and tender
chicklings to pani wbose acquire. .
wents and reminiscences would bear sams
oomparison to their own. Nothing like
this is seen among featherless bipeds, ex-
oept among the Mormons, or in the
Oreida Community. In another respect
we may £ay, to the credit of man, thathe '
i3 8 slight fmprovement on his Ceathered
progenitors. Among all these, thongh the
femalo has the power of choice, the mals
wears all the fine feathers. Indeed, these
seem intended solely to influence the
choice. It is found that the beautiful
dances of the birds of paradise through their
leafy bowers, formed by the branches of
fropical trees, are merely the dress
parades of the mightier sex, beld for the
purposs of wooing ths affections of the
gentlor but lseg fair. Al ths promensd-
ing, dashing, and struitipg, all the sing-
ing, dancing, jewelry, and fancy dressing
snd millinery of the lower orders, i3 mo-
nopolized by the males. They even oarry
sbout their persons all the cologne, musk,
atiar of roses. balm of a thousand flowers,
paphian lotion, kiss-me-quick, and “I
love you,” which the varied resourcos of
natureo have conferred upon their race as
an anfailing obarm to ** win the object of
their love,” -
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It i3 pleasing to Tmow !.blt many of
these amorous courtiers, not content with
the graces they have inherited, take per-
sonsl pains to  develop new features of
their toilet, and spend a good
deal 'of time before their mirror,
bringinrg oumt particular ail-feathers
into  robustitude and prominence
with as much artistic taste as a remarkably
fine lady would display in the imposing
adjustment and general mystery of her
panier. Mr. Darwin supposes that ths
fomales appreciste this vanity so highly
that the baochelors, who display the most
assiduous taste in these respects, marry
eeslly and very mach, thus resulting in
the transmissfon of the improved style of
tnil-feather in question, and also of tho
taste for etill farther deyeloping it to the
next generation, 8o by the wanities of
oourtahip and the caprices of soxual seleo-
tion, individunls of the same variety
diverge not only info different nxieﬂu,
but varicties d p into i
differentiate into genem, xmd w, ﬁmlly,
wan may trace his origin through minute
infinitesimal developments down tos polyp,
8 spore, or & molecale!

Mr. Darwin bolds that variations in inci.
dental features of form or color may be
produced by the pairing of individuals in
whom that variation has began, and by the
ocntinued repairing of such Individuals,
until what was ' at first an accidental varia-
tion from one type becomes the distin-
guiching characteristic of another and new
type. If this point were proved, which it
is not, the leap from thence to a theory of
the descent of man §s part of the gymoas-
tics of modern selence.




