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If, in short, in its general application, Mr.
Darwin’s hypothesis is utterly unsuppqrted
by observed facts, it is still more destitute
of such support in its application to man.
Mr. DARWIN himself admits two things—
first that the difference 18 immense between
the highest monkey and the lowest savage;
and, secondly, that “ this great break in the
organic chain cannot be bridged over by any
extinct or living species,” of, 88 be again
expresges it, that “the connecting links
between man and some lower form have not
hitherto been discovered.” No monkey has
been discovered which is even ccmparable
with man; po race of savages, however
degraded, can bo regarded as on a level with
monkeys. If Mr. DARWIX’S hypethesis were
true, it is almost incredible that no evidence
should be producible of the existence of ape-
Yike ereatures clesely allied to man, and

showing a tendency to further development.
On the %ther hand, we have $he undoubted
and recorded experience of at least
4,000 years of history, during which many
races of man have been subjected to
influences the most diversified and the most
favorable to the furtber development of
their faculties. After the Japse of that time,
man remains as distinctly anan as he was be-
fore, just as all the animads wath which he 18
acquainted have preserved their specific
charaoteristics, It is more than question-
able whether his faculties have in any de-
gree improved. He hasaccuwmulated knowl-
edge, he has increased the insiwruments of
Dhis thought and action, and his power has
thus been augmented. But there is some
reason to think, with raro, that these nu-
merous aids have actually debilitated his
patural vigor, of body and mind. At all
events, it 18 in glaring contrast with Mr.
PARWIN’S theory of centinuous developtnent
10 observe that the earhest known examples
of man’s most cssential characteristics ex-
hibat his faculties in the greatest yperfection
ever .attained. No poetrv surpasses Ho-
MER.: Do religious sentiment is more
sublime than that in the Book
cf Genesis; mo art 18 more perfect
than that of Greece; no specimens of
the human form are more beautiful than
the models winch Greek sculptors have pre-
served.for us. History is a confinnous refu-
tation-of the theory that faculties are gradu-
ally called into existence by circumstances.
‘On the contrary, they seem 0 start fully
tormed irom the brain of man, and to work
-out their inherent power for the modifica-
tion of circuiustances. Race after race ap- |
pears on the scene—the Egyptian, the Jew,
the Greek, the Roman, the German, each
with some special endowment working, as it
were, in its blood with inexhaustible vigor.
The endowinent is applied in various ways,
.aud its forms are multiplied ; but it seems to
lose, ratier than to gain, in fulness and
tervency by the lapse of time and the course
of experieuce. The real problem of life iies
in shat mysterious fertility, at once so con- .
stant and so variable, by which the same
nature is -constantly reproduced, but by
which, from time to time, germs of new en- |
-ergy seem deveioped. The solution of this
problem is to be sought, not in Mr. DAr-
WIN'S fucile method of observing superticial |
resewmblances, but in the difficult task of |
penetrating into hidden differences. Itis a |
JPproblem which will be solved, if at all, not

v romances in human and pnatural history,
but by mibute investizations wito the mi-
croscope and in the laboratory.

‘We wish we could think that these specu-
lations were as inpocuous as they are un-
praciicaland unscientific, but it is too prob-
abie that it unchecked they might exert a
very mischievous influence. We abstain
from noticing their bearings on religious
thought, although 1t i8 bhard to see how, on
Mr. DARWIN’S hypothesis, it is possible to as-
-cribe to man any other .1mmortality, or any
other spiritual existence, than that pos-
sessed by the brutes. But apart from these
cousiderations, if such views as he advances
on the nature of the moral sense were gen-
erally accepted, it seems evident that mo- ‘
ransy would lose all elements of stable aun-
tuority, and the “ ever fixed marks,” around
which the tempests of human passion now
break themselves, would cease to exert their -
guiding and controlling influence. Mr.
DARWIN is careful to observethat he doesnot

ish ““ 10 maintain that every strictiy social '
animal, if its. intellectual and social facul- |
ties were to become as active and as highly
developed as man, would acquire exactly the |
same moral sense as ours.” If this be the |
case, why should our existing moral sense .
‘be deemed a permanent standara? “If, for
instance,” says Mr. DARWIN, *““to take an ex- |
.treme case, men were reared under precisely
the same conditions as hive-bees, there can |
scarcely be a doubt that our unmarried fe- |
males would, Iike the worker bees, think it
a sacred duty to kill theiwr brotuers, and
mothers would strive to kill their fertile
daughters, and no one would think of inter-
fering.” What is this but to place every
barrier of moral vbligation at the mercy of
the ‘““‘conditions of life? Men, unfortu- |
nately, have the power of acting not accord-
-ing to what is toeir ultimate social interest,
but according to their ideas of it; and if the
doctrine could be impressed on them that
rigut and wrong have no other meaning
than the pursuit or the neglect of
that wultimate interest, conscience would
.cea88 1o be a check upon the wildest, or, as
My, DAkWIN’S own illustration allows us to
.acd, the 1008t Inurderous revolutions. At a
moment when every artificial principle of
.authority seems undermined, we have no
-other guarantee for the order and peace of
.Jife except in the eternal authority of those
-elementury principles of duty wbich are in-
-dependent of all times and all circum-
.slunces. ‘There is much reason to fear that
.Joose philosophy, stimulated by gn irra-
tional religion, has done mnot ‘a little to
weaken the force of these principles in
Fraunce, and that this is, at all events, one
Dbotent element in the disorganization of
French gociety. A man incurs a grave
Tesponsibility who, with the authority of a
well-earned reputation, advances at such a
time the disintegrating speculations of this
book. He ought to be capable of supporting
them by the most conciusive evidence of
facts. Lo put them forward on such incom-
picte evideuce, such cursory investigation,
such hypotbetical argumentsas we have ex-
poscd, 15 wmore thau unscientific — it is
reckless.




