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I8 DARWINIAN 11HEJIRY.

| T'he Descent of Man, and Seleetion in -
lution to Sex, By Chares Darwio, M.
A, F. R 5, ere, with Llustrat cos,
Voil, Niw York: D, appleon &
Co. Colambus: Uleason.]

Witk the controversial uspeet ot the
Darwiolan Theory we have uothlog to
do, If we sball sacceed lu giving Lo
every reader of this article & clear
Idea what the Darwinlan LTheory ls, we
+hall pot bave lived la valo,

Lt §s not too much Lo say that, smovg
nou professional people of average lutcl:
ligence, fully oae half sre of oplnion that
the Darwinlan Theory tenches o sort
of trapsmigration or tracsformation,
througlh which the very ldentical ape ol
some generations szo 15 reproduced la
nls advansed stage as the man of to-fay

Nothing of the sort,

The ape of som: generativus ago dies,
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I'he ape ofsom ) generatious ago dles,
snd that 14 the ead of bim. The wan of
to-day I& bornaud that js the beginning
of him. The eud of the ape and the bi-
ginping of the man have no conucetlon,
Dirwin's theory 14 nat atheory of trans.
formatiou—It i+ & theory of development—
the same sort of thiog practieally as
thet procesy by whica hoaest Hodge,
(who eime ou® to IHer Majesty's Ulanta.
ton of Jamestown In 1640, nud was sold
for flve poands of tobaces Lo pay his

passage,) becaxs a thrilty freeholder in |

the fleat generatloy, bocame Hodgesson
tho plaater in the eccoud geacration,
aod brasched out luto full biowa cava
lee aad Vieglata geatlemea of the First
Familics ln the third geaeration

In other worde, It I8 not the saige

identlcal ape who is reprodeced as a
man ; ba’ that ape improves his oppoer
tunities, and marries fnto a supeiior
ramily, #0 that his soa s a grade higher;
by o similar process the graudson Is stili
‘arther lmorove 's and 0 on, votil some
geeat great grandson, after haviog had
greats enongh sdded, drops his tall, and
sots up for » mun of the lower order,
with only a radimentary tail to show
fur bils ancestry. lo course of thecose
langaage, Freedmen's Buraw, Fifteenth
Amend nent, an ! other alls to progress,
g2 taasaltera while thia Jofloltely d«s
veloped sp: parts his ha'r In the middie,
dances the German, and flonl y makes
kis appearance amwong the flrst families
1§ & gein of purest ray serepe.

It will be observed that we do pot use
the professiosal lavguage with whlch
these learned gentlcnen are in the habit
of obscarlog \belr thovghts. Oar ob-
jiet 19 to give the nonsprofessional read
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Jset 19 t0 give the non-professionsl read
@7 a clear 1dea of the thoory, by avoldirg
all technlcsl language.

It s now uearly {orty years s'nee Mr.
Darwin conceived his theory. He im- |
mediately (1537) began patiently to gath
er faeis and make investigations. He
ransached every department of human
knowledge =2z20logy, bo'any, and geol-
ogy la particular. After seven years of
garemittiog labor be submitted his con
clusions to Sir Charles Lye!l, the great
geologist, aud Dr. Hooker, In 1858, Mr.
Wallace, who had been lor several years
stadying the npatural history of the
Malay Archipelago, wrote sa essay and
sent ltto Mr. Darwlo, In which he sn-
noungced views simliar to those held by
Dirwlo. Accordiogly, in 1559 Mr. Dar.
win ylelded to the urgency of bls friends
and published hisown views, la his first
volame—="0rlgin of Species™ Within
tea or twelve years of that time his
views had been adopted by pearly the

whole scieatific world.

The volume we are now cousldering
is the firat application of Mr. Darwin's
theory to a particalar speclos copsldersd
by lwell—althoagh the theory Is heid to
be applicabls to species of every organic
kini, In fact, there are no special creas
tions of specles—thy geems of specler,
jast a8 the garms of the individasl anls
malaof each speclis, are all aliks, and
the diffsrentisgharacterisiics are evoly.
e1by Natural Selection, the processes
of which have been 'n oporstion thou-




sands of years, 1"

A familiar Hlusteation Of this process
of nataral =tec'lon, 19 thit of breeding
for spoed In hors:s—‘hrough which a
breed of M2et race horses Is evolved, by
the simpls expadient of selecting ann
breeding from the [astcst ranuers, gen
eration after generation. Fiue wooled
sheep are produced on the same prireis
ple. Aad 8o oo,

We coofess a small difficulty la the
way, right here. No doubt certain qual.
itles of & #pecies may be so Improved as
to greatly modlly the characteristies;
but does It ever occur that o pew spe-
cles 1s evolvg!? Forexample: by se
leciing the fleetest ewes and rams of the
flock, might one In coarse of generations
evolve a race-horse, or even a reln deer?
If not, we are left In doubt as to the
capacity to evolve even & unlee lttle
daoclog man from a long coarse of pat.
aral selection la a famlly of apes, 0O
coarse this Is the bratal doub: of Igoor-
awe; bhat wa fdad no solation of It
Agala: 10 the ap» may develope lato
manhool by nataral s:leetlon, why may
pot man fall back to apihoot by the
SAME MeAns, reversed

We confess & horrible douby on these
polats which much fastiog and prayer,
to s1y nothlog of loss of scientife repa.
tation, have not been aby'e Lo remove. 1
Is certalo that & very fleebl race of sheep
might be the resalt of the selection to
the one case, ne a fleet race of horses |s
ia the other  Dat would the sheep ever
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might be the resalt of the selection in
the one case, nd a et race of horses |«
o the other  Dat would the sheep ever
drop his horns, as the monkey doss his
tall, and develope lnto a raclog stalllon?
Thae man may degenerate loto & very
stupld and degraded condiglon of mane
hood<but will his tall ev r grow ont
again 1o wll its aboriginal lepgth, until
the man sloks bhick (ato the ape, from
whense he sprang’

These doubls were of gourse ong
since surmonnted by the Dirwinlans,
or had no force with them. Aad Mr.
Darwin has shown to the satlgaction
of the sclemt/fic world, Laat a process of
patural selection, analogous o that gf
breeding for size, or speed, or hottom,
or flaeness of wool, or what not, Is con-
dnaally golug oo la the organic world,
without the knowledge or intervention
of man. Taere Is an unceasing struggle
for life golng on throaghout the organie
world, In which the weaker fall avd are
destroyed. The survivors propsgate to
thelt off«priog the virtues through
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wh'ch they have survived. And thisls

the process of Natural Selection, which

results In a steady Increase of develop

| ment 1o all organie thiogs.

Th's is the theory In brief, It would

| require more space than we have sl

command to attempt toshow the inflolte
modifi:ations claimed uader i, the
changes that result in one organ or furm
through the modification of another,—
the locrease for example, In the size of
the sku!l, that may result from locreased
atrengih of the Jawbone and its muascles:
aad the conscquent neceisity for helght-
encd mutrition affecting the shoulders

and chest, and this o turn tightening

tendons, chapgleg the rolative lepgth of
bones, changiog the creature's centre of
eravity, modifying legs, shou!ders and
hancches, until these varions changes
result in ipcreased aeration of blood,
increased strerih of lungs and viscera,
and floally affzct the very nervous sys-

' tem Itself, and modify the temperament

and characteristics of the animal and ils
modes of life.

The reader who may deslre to seo the
mos*, ingenlous spplication of this theory
may search the book for himself. For
oar piart we aro conteut to remsin Ip
the bollel that we are descended (rom a
God, rather than developed, however in-

genlonsly, from o monkey.
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