DARWINS *D! ENT OF MAN.”

[From American Exchange and Review for April.]
Mr. Darwin sends forth the “Descent of
Man” to a world ready to welcome it, how-
ever much some may n-glrd it as man’s de-
ecent in & sense not in the title. It was
otherwise when *“The Ongm of Species” was
ublished eleven years Then the few
sefenden of the theo! 'K were in a seemingly
hopeless minority. e _intervening time |
Iua been briet, yet the doetrine of natural |
selection is now the doetrine of leaders of
scientific thought, the only question being
as to the extent of its application. The
and rising amofig naturalists J»lny

even »n enthlmum in ni: support, aud the

been fixed hy a lifé-time of nn(nvomnn m f
evolution in any fom. grows faiter. Some
of the latter m —they know not |
whither. Sir Ch-r ivell, the highest
hvlng authority in geology opposed _all
theories of development fur forty years, and
stand-
nd works. Yet, in a nev edition of his

“Principles of Geology,” he has abandoned |
his former views as untenable, and confesses
himself forced to accept the new doctrine.
The scientific journals now teem with arti-
eles, of which the principle of natural selec-
tion is a necessary element. It is unhesi-
tatingly assumed without any apology, and
is the basis of the rescarches now made by
some of the furcmost scientific minds of the
world. The cluﬂﬂmtmn of ammnl- has a
definite pri
ity of descent, nnd with this mh-.mmge t
with
lt nns sinking rapidly out of sight. When
“The Origin of Species” first appeared,
Professor Owen's dlvmuu of the mammalia,
according to the structure of their brains,
seemed likely to win mapy adherents, or at
least to excite muck discussion. Now, it is
qmee‘t‘ly ignored. The object generally

at is to keep descendants of the
same form in & group separate from descend-
ants of any other form; and for this pur-
numerous minor points of resemblance
are of much more importance than the
amount of similanty or dissimilarity in a
few points. Moreover, resemblances in
unimportant structures and useless or rudi-
mentary organs reveal the old lines of
descent, and far outweigh great differences
in organs whose usefuiness has rendered
them subjects of modification.

The nature and growth of language is
such that he who promulgates an entirely
new theory can scarcely find words and
groups of words which are not in some way
associsted with the views he is o]

Mr. Darwin was at first somewhat neghgent
in this particular. On the same page with
his expl t.wlll: o(; the way in which he
supposed peculiar forms to have arisen by
the survival of such individuals only as
were best adapted to the conditions around
them, he would use phrascs expressing to
most minds (though not to Lis) intention,
contrivanoe, design. Thus he says of one
species of omhld “the labellum is eveloped
iuto a long mectary, in order to attract
lapidnpmrl, and we shall presently give
reasons for n;;pee g thlt the nectar is
purposely 8o lodged that it can be sucked
olly slowly, in order to give time for the
curious chemical qnlxty of the viscid mat-
ter setting lxani ;:::i dry.” Mr. lf):‘rlwm has
nuw ap; ome aware of the neces-
& nret’ 1 and consistent in his words,
fev, if nny, such expressions can
b\md in his last work.
ﬁmt nbuect in “The Descent of Man"”
is w 8 that "m-‘n, like every other np&
rom some

of § pedu " derived from the relation-
'hl"“‘h'!dgmnpa o'fﬂlnimnhngphnh.
el pluul s buﬂm an mh‘
cient avidm for hu pum'h t.b follow-

hf. Ho:)‘moon
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as & necessity; and y, monotheism,
with its accessories, was a lo;

theee is natural selection, ﬂwngh others are
aleo discussed, and an inability to comjec-
ture an eflicient canse for some minor modi-
odiiping Toan, has priscipally developod
modifying man, principally develo,
his mind! The intellectual and moral
Iti _saxisle, and the variati
tend to inberited. In the struggle for
) s 2 2
und foreseeing fedpduals would survive in
larger numbers and rear more offspring

than others would. Their children would
inherit their superiority, and thus, by the

accumhl; of amall diffe great
ones would be produced. 3
These remarks, however, apply mainly to

savage nations. Among them the weak in
body or mind soon perish, and omly the
fittest survive. Among civilized men, on
the contrary, the imbecile, the deformed,
and the feeble are preserved by the care,
kindnees and self-sacrifice of others. “Thus,”
says Mr. Darwin, ‘“the weak members of
society propagate their kind, No ome
who ~has ded e breeding
of domestic animals will doubt that
this must be bhighly injurious to the
race of man. It.is surprising how
soon a want of eare, or care wrongly
directed, leads to the degeneration of a do-
mestic race; but, excepting in the case of
man himself, hardly any one is so ignorant
a6 to allow his worst animals to. breed.”
Mr. Darwin does not, however, advise neg-
lect of the weak and helpless. This, he
says, could only be for a contingent benefit,
with a certain and great present evil,
namely, a deterioration in‘the noblest part
of our nature, Hence, he sees no mn:ﬂi
for the undoubtedly bad effects of the wi
surviving and propagating their kind, ex-
cept one which is more to be hoped for than
ex;])ccted, the advance of opinion and moral
feeling sufficiently to keep the weak trom
marrying.

Ajsuming now that the human species is
a co-descendant with others of some primi-
tive form, Mr. Darwin next considers the
proper position of man in the natural sys-
tem. Most naturalists place man in a sepa-
rate order, called bimana, co-ordinate with
those of the quadrumana, carni , ete.
Man_v. however, are returning to the clasei-
fication of Linnwus, in:which man is in-
cluded with the quadrumana in the order

¥ man
and the quadrumana resplt chiefly from his
erect pusition and progressive intellect; the
many points in which he agrees with them
far outweigh these variable characteristics.
Mr. Darwin thinks that man is no more than
& subfamily of the primates. The leading
characferistics which  distinguish the
Old, World monkeys from those of
the ' New World are aleo found in
man, showing that the monkeys of the
Western continent separated from the orig-
inal stock before man éeparated from the
remainder. Man also agrees with the an-
thropomorphous group .of the Old World
monkeys in the charucteristies which dis-
tinguish them from the rest of their family.
Hence, it is probable-that “some ancient
ber of the h pl sub-
group gave birth to man.”
el een.






