DARWIN’S NEW HERESY,

* " The Descent of Man, '
SMr, Darwin's “Descent of Man and' Se-
lection in Relation to Sex," is in the press

of the Appletons and will soon be pub-
lished; [vian book whiclr will aronse an

angry contrqversy, bus 16 will be read with'

intense Interest; for, while it propounds
startling theories, it also embodies the re-
sults of much =1cui'lmm research. Man,
says Mr Darwin, is liable to receive from
the lower animals, and to communicate to
them, certain  diseases, ns hydrophobia,
variola, the glanders, &c.; and this faet,
he contends, proves the close similarity of
their tissues and blood, both in minute
structure and compoaition, far more plain:
ly than doeg their. comparison ypder the

@he Tnfelligencer.

| inhabited a hot country; and th

period; and sinceso remote s period the
earth has certainly uudergone many great
revolutions, and there has been ample
time for migration on the t scale.
MAt the period and place, whenever and
wherever it may have been, when man
first lost his halry covering, he bnh{
wou
have been fuvorable for a frugiferous- diet,
on whlch#udglng from analogy, he sub-
sisted, We ware far from knowing how
long n.Fu it was when man first diverged
from the Catarhine stock; but this may
have occured at an epoch as remote as the
Eocene period; for the higher spes had
diverged from the lower t?(lm u8 carly us
the Upper, Miocene period, ns shown by
the existence of the Dryopithecus. We
are also quite ignorant at how rapid a rate
organisms, whether high or low in the
scale, may under favorable circumstances
be modified; we know, however, thal
some have retained the same form ciurlng
an enormous lapse of time. From what
we see going on under domestication, wo
lenrn that within the same periodsome ol
the co-descendants of the same species
may be not at all changed, some a little,
and some greatly chan Thus it may

best microscope, or by the aid of the best| have been with man, who has undergone

chemical anglysis, Monkeys are liablg to
many of the same non-contagious disenses
as we are; thus Rengger, who carefully
observed for a long time the Copus Azarm
in its native land, found it liable to ca-
tarrh, with the usnal symptoms, and which

when often recurrentded to consumption, |

These monkeys sulfered also from apo-
plexy, inflammation of  the bowels,

and cataract in the eye. The younger |

ones when shedding'their milk teeth often
died from fever, Medicines produced the
same offcct on them as on us. Many
kinds ol monkeys have a strong taste for

ten, coffee and spirituous liquors; they |

will nlso smoke tobaceo with vleasure,
Brehirm asserts that the natives of North-
eastern-Africa cateh the wild baboons b

exposing vessels of strong beer, by whic

they are made drunk, e has seen some
of these animals, which he kept in con-
finement, in this state; and he givuﬂ i
lnughable account ol their behavior and
almml;u rimaces,  On the following
morning they were very cross and dismal,
they held their aching heads with both
Lunds, and wore a most pitiful expression;

when beer 6r wine was offered them they |

turned away in disgust, but relished the
juice of lemons. An American monkey
un Ateles, after getting drunk on brandy,
would never toueh it again, and thus was
wises than many men.  These trifling
facts prove how similar the nerves and
taste must be in monkeys and man, and
how sinlarly the whole nervous systein
is nileeted. :

Mr, Darwin continues in this vein, ns
follows

“Man is infested-with internal parngites,
sometimes  cavsing fatal elfects, and is
lagued by external parasites, nll ol yghich
elong to the same genera or fumilies
with those infesting other mammals. Man
s stbject, like other mammuls, birds, and
avep inscets, to that mysterions law,
which causes certain normal processes,
such ns gestotion, as well ns the matura-
tion and duration of various discases, to
follow lunar periods, . 11is wounds are
repaired by the same process of healing:
ind the stomps left adter amputation of
his limbs occusionally possess, eapecially
luring un early embryonie period, some
power of regeneration, 08 in the lowest
animals,

W % 4 According to a popular im-
pression, the absence of o tail is eminently
listinctive ol mnn; but, ns those apes
which come nearest to man are destitute
of this organ, its disappearance does not
egpecially concern us,  Nevertheless, it
may be well to own that no explanation,
as laras 1 am aware, has ever been given
ot the loss of the tail by certain apes and
man. Its loss, however, is not surprising,
jor it somctimes  difTers remarkably in
length in species of the snme genern: thus
in some speeies of AMucacos thetail'is
longer than the yyholesbody, consisting of
twenty-four vertebrie; in others it congists
of a scarcely visible stump, containing on-
ly three or four yertebriv, [n somo Kinds
uf baboons there nre tventy-five, while in
the mandrill there are ten very  sull
stunted caudal vertehre, or, aecording Lo
Cuvier, sometimes only tive.  ‘This great
diversity  in the structure and lepgth of
the tail in animals belonging to the sanie
renera, and following nearly the same
inbits of life, renders it probable that the
tail is not of much importance to them;
and i 80, we might have expected that it
would sometimes have become more or
less rudimentary, in accordance with what
we incessantly se¢ with other structures,
The tail almost always tapers toward the
and, whether it be long or short; and this,
[ presume, results f{rom the atrophy,
through disuse of the terminal muscles,
togethier with their arteries and nerves,
leading to the atrophy of the terminal
bones.  With respect to  the oscoceyy,
which in man and the higher apes mani-
estly consists of the few basal und taper-
ing segments of an ordinary tail, I have
heard it asked how could. these have be-
come completely embedded within the
hody; but tlmru s no diffienlty in this re- |
spect, for in many monkevs the basal seg-
ments of the true tail are thus embedded,
For instance, Mr. Murio informs me that
in the skeleton of a not full-grown Maea-
sus tnornatus, he counted nine or ten can-
dnl vertebrwe, which altogether were only
L inch inlength. OCthese the three hasal
pnes appbared to have been embeddes; the
remainder forming the tree part of the tail,
which was only one inch in length, and
halt an inch in diameter,  Here, then, the
three embedded enudal vertebriv {
correspond with the four coalesced
brie of the humah oscoceyx.”

The early progenitors of man, says Mr
Darwin, were, no doubt, inlerior in intel-
lect, and probably in socinl disposition,
to the lowest existing savages; but it is
quite conegivable that they might have
existed, or even flourished, if; while they
eradually lost their brutedike powers,
guch 08 climbing thees, &, they ut the
game time advanced in intellect, Dt
grantingthat the progenitors of nman were
lar more helpless and delenceless than
any existing savages, if they had inhab-

ited some warm continent, or large Islund,
such ns Australin or New Gualnen, or Bor-
neo (the latter island belng now tennnted
by the orang), they would not have been
exposed lo any special danger. In an

ininly
verie-

ares 18 large nsone of these fslands, the |

competition between tribe and tribe
would have been suflicient, under fayora-
ble conditiond, to have ralsed man,
through the survival of the fittest, com-
bined with the inherited effects of Labit,
to lllll peesent high position in the organic
senle,
He continues :

a great amount of modification in certain
characters in comparison with the higher
npes. ;

p? # + The most ancient progenitors
inthe kingdom of the Vertebrata, ut
which we ave able to obtain an obscure
glance, apparently consisted of a
marine animals, resembling the

ly or

such fish n very amall advance would car-
ry us on to the amphiblans, We bhave
scen that birds and reptiles were once in-
timately connected together; and the Mon-

mammals with reptiles. But no one can
at present say by what line of descent the
three higher and related classes, namely,
mammals, birds,"and reptiles, were deriv-
¢d from cither of the two lower vetebrate
classes, nunwl'y. amphibians, and fishes.
In the closs of mammals the steps are not
difficult to conceive which led from the
ancient Monotremata to the ancient Mar-
supials; and from these to the early pro-
denitors of the placental mammals, e
may thus ascend to the Lemuridie; and

the interval is not wide from these to the
Simiade. Simiadie then branched off

'| into two great stems, the New Yorld and

New Word monkeys; and from the latter,
at a remote period, Man, the wonder and
glery of the Universe, proceeded.
“Thus we have given to man a pedi-
eree of prodigious eni;lh. but not, it ma
be said, of noble quality. The world, it
has often been remarked, appears as il it
lind long been llruimrlng for the advent
of mnan; and this, in one sense, is strictly
true, for he owes his birth to a Innf line
of progenitors. If any single link in this
clhinin had never existed, man would not
have boen exactly what he now is. Un.
less we willtully close our eyes, we may
with our present knowledge approximate-
ly recognize our parentage ; nor need we
feel ashamed of it. The most humble or-
ganism is something much higher than
the inorganic dust under our feet; nnd no
one with an unbinssed mind can study
any living creature, however humble,
without being struck with enthusinsm nt
its marvelous structare and properties,”
—— el —— e
A Perillous Adventure.

From the Rilchie Slar,

Lust Tuesday ofternoon Si. Brumage,
who works at Wells' mill, distant one
linlf mile from this place, started o eross
the river, above the dam, in a boat,  The
river was very high, and the current
swift, so that Brumage was hurried down
gfream ot o rapid rate, and was carried
over the dam. 18 boat was overturned
and himsell’ drawn into the “suck" of the
dam,  Alter a short time ho was agnin
berpe down stream, and not belng able to
swim, would have drowned: but Mr. [
W. Wells, who had witnessed the ueci-
dent, plunged in to rescue him but fuiled.

whout two hundred yards and sank, when
Mr. Wells plunged in the second time and
sneceeded in sccuring and swimming to
shore with him, DBrumnge was nearl

demd, but after some trouble was resuscl-

tnted,
q--—-——-+

Another Disgusted Whit

¢ Man.

From the Moorefleld Advertiser,

The news from the Capital is, that the
Legislature hins adopted the Flick Amend.
ment,  This intelligence will pain and
surprise ull true Demoerats throughout
the Stdte. By adopting this broad in-
dorsement of radical usurpations and vils
lniny, the Democerats of the Legislature
have willfully nand deliberately violated
the confidence and high publie trust im-
posed In them by the lm:r‘ﬂu. We speak
Mainly, beenuse inour Judgment the time
s come when men should speak out
boldly and plainly. We did not expect
this ol the Legislature, and we know the
people did not either. It looks a good
deal like selling ontto the radieals.

. ———————————

Joux V. Foungy, in his “Anecdotes of
Publie¢ Men,” illustratas the prescient
husiness sugaciety of Stephen A. Douglus
h{ i bit of personal experience.  In 1853,
Mr, Douglus, pointing to the map, said to
Mr. Forney: “How would you like to buy
n share in Superior City, at Fond du
L.ae, the bead ol Loake Superior?” Mr.
FForney replied that he had no money, but
Mr. Douglas was 80 much in earnest and
g0 sure ot the profits ot the investment,
that Mr, F. was induced to borrow $2,500
and buy n share in the prospective city.
Ile divided this share cqually with a
friend, at Mr. Douglus's request. “After
cutting my hult=share into five parts,” says
Mr. l"urncr. “[ sold and ﬁum three-filths
to other friends, and, with my two fifths
bought the Waverley House, in Washing-
ton., The proceeds of my molety ot (he
share of Buperior City realized §21,000,
For that I was indebted to Stephen A.
Douglas—God bless him ! 3

P

Uryases Jr., the President's gon aml'a
student ot Harvard, hins been visiting Gov-
crnor Stearns at Concord, A private the-
atrical entertainment was given in his
honor, and he subsequently waltzed with
the pretty Concord girls until midnight,
and attended church like a good boy on
Sunday. - |

-

MY dear friend,” sald ngentleman to n
bankrupt the other day, “I am sorry o
hear ob your misfortune, - Your family
hng my warniest IFLH athies,” O,
don't trouble yoursell about my family.
[ looked out forthem, you bet!  Justsave
your sympathies for the lamilies of my
ereditors,” '

e et

“Pray bestow your charity, young ﬁm-

tleman, on & poor blind man,” anid a beg-

—

“\We nre naturally led to enqoire whero
was the bicthplace of man at that stage ol
descent, when our progenitors diverged
from the Catharine stock (of apes,) "The
fct that they belopged tethis stock clear-
ly shows that they inhabited the Old
Waotld; but not Australin nor noy oceanic
Island, a8 we may infer from the laws of
gm‘.trnphlml distribution, In each great
region of the world the living mammals
are closely related to the axtinct species
of the sae region, Itls therefore prob-

able that Alrica was formerly inhabited
by extinbt um
rﬁlu and chimpanze; and as theso two
spocies are now man's nearest allics, it s
somewhat “more probable that our early

tors lived on the African continent
than elsewhere: But It s vseless 1o &
ulate on this subject, foran ape
largé a8 & man, namely, the Dryopith
cous of Lartet, which Wwas closely allled
to the anthropomorphus %ylolnm; 0x-
jsted In Europe daring the Upper )

closely allied to the gor- =

.| of families.
nm]y na murnglng Lo anc

llocene Janis

rr to u person passing by, “If you are
lind, m_l;cgmul }ullnw. how did you know
I was young?" “Oh, sir! I made n mis
take,” mald the beggar; “'pray given tritle
to & poor dumb man,” !
‘:' e ———————
Tunr Utica Obsercer says that the Clear

fleld Falr consisted of n calf, s goose and
a pumpkin, and that it ralned so hard the

first niglit that the goose awam off, the |

eall broke 1oose and ato the pumpkin, and
o thief prow!ling around stole the calf, and

that ended the falr,

A GrryaN physiclan, Dr, Hertmuller,
has discovered that in his country unwed-
ded women live on an average cight to
T ouon "5 tha” encoureping or di
| ng or
‘m mMdenhood? |

ABRADOR BPLIT HERRINGS,~

0 M‘:!l. new and extea guality, just
uoaimﬂﬂ e N M. REILLY.

otremata now, in a slight degree, connect

Bromuage was carried down the stream |

qup of
arve of
existing Ascidians, These animals prob.
ably guve rise to o group of fishes, ns low-
jzed as thelancet; and from these
the Ganoids, and other fishes like Lepi-
dosiren, must havebeen developed. ' From




