ATR. DARWIN'S LAST BOOK,

“ Expression mn Man and Animals,” and draws 4
ludicrous picture, at Mr, Darwin's expense, of
tho manner in which he made his * gaveral
young children * the subjects of scientific obser-
vation :

1In one place Mr. Darwin’s words clearly imply that
1o kept o note-book in Which he recorded his idens of
passing expresaions on the faces of his own infants ;
tnd, in fact, we find that ho belleves he knows tha
exact dates at which they first amiled, sobbed, or shed
tears, How many childrgn ho has s & question whish
» parent can scarcely heip woadering about, aud his
own aminble frankness almost invites speculation,
As, for example, on pags 267: “‘Seversl years ago,
1  was surprised by sceing  scver of my
Joun, children  earnestly doing  sometbing
iogether on the ground ; but the distance Was too groat
for me to ssk what {bey were about, Therefore I threw
up my open hands with extended fingers sbove my
pesd; and saeoon as I hod done this I became con-
gcious of the action. I then waited, without sayinga
word, to se2if my children had understood this ges-
ture ; and 38 they came runging to me, the; cried out,
£ Wo gaw that you were agtonished st ua.’ Now, a8
wrs, Pariiogton said, * It's s wonderful world—my
husband kpowed a womay as bad eighteen children in
five years, or five children fn eightcen years, I zin't |
gnre which,” And certainly these words, * sezeral of
my young children,” do suggest & brood lnrﬁc enough
10 tu:nl';. gm tmp(o field of invest!gation for an in-
quiring miod. There is nothing really and finally |
Judicroas in one's taking notes of the facts nearest 10 °
us, and using them for sclentific purposes, I took
puch notes when I was a boy, snd yet possess the
records of them, but I could not do it now ; and 1 find
T cannot help langhing at other people's doing it. The
reader may be amused by some iiustrative ex
{rom Mr, Darwin's volume :

Page 86. * It is curlous how early in Ufe the modu-
1atioR of the voice becomes expresaive, With say of
my children, under the age of two years, I clearly per-
ceived thut his humph of assent was rendered by 8
slight modnlation strongly empbatic; and that by a
peculiar wiine his negstive expressod ebstinato deter-

. mination? ) -

Page 153, “Infants, whilst YOung, do not shed
feara or weep, as is wnl.fknown to nurses and m
| men., This circomstance is not exclusively due to the
lacrymsl glands being as yet incapablaof secreting
tears, I Brst noticed this foct from having sccident~
ally 7 [oh, sh 1] # brushed with the cufl of my coat the
open eye of oue of my infants, When 77 days old, cans-
ing this eye o water frealy ™ [mobster I]; “and though
the child screamed violently, the other eye remained
ary, or was only slightly suff with tears,” Tiisis
followed by » series of Cbeervationnas to the dates at
which inchoate or complete crying eet in with different
children ; . g., #A similar slight effusion occurred ten
days previously inboth eyes during s ecreaming fit.
The tears Aid not run over 1he eyelids and roll down
the checks of this child whilst screaming badly, when
122 days old. Thia first Lappened ™ [—in your knowl-
odge, you mean 7 or did you keep up o sleeplesa watch
for reeventcen days lncf nights, resdy to interrogate
pature still further with coat-cufl and nole-boxeal}
“ pevenlecn days later, st the ageof 139 days . . -
In one case, T was positively assured tears ran down
gt theé unusually early age of 42 ld;;y-."

Page 157. * With one of my infants, when 77 days
old, the insplrations® [in 3 ecresming fit} *were 80
rapid and strong that they approached in character to
sobbing ; when 138 dayaold I firat noticed distinct
yobbing.” .. . . The keepers of the Zoological Gar-
dens pssure me that they have never heard 8 sob of any
¥ind from a monkey,” This really seems to disappoint
Mr. Darwin!

Paga 159. “ I asked one of my boys to shout as Toud-
1y as he poesibly could, and o soon &a he_began he

this repeatedly, and, on esking him why he had- every
time so firmly closed his eyes, I found him- quite
unaware of the fact. He had acted Instinctively or un-
conscfously.” :
Now, this shoyld hava been illustrated: * Master
Parwin shouting 28 loudly aa he could, st the request
of Mr, Darwin,” | ) - - 4
Page189. “Imeds threeof my children, without
giving them any clue to. my object, look &1 long end
attenticely as they eould at the summit of a tall mﬁi
standing sgainst an extremely bright gky. itk
three, the orbiculay, corrngator, and_ pyramidsl mub
cles were energetically contracted . . . . 8otbst
their eyes might be” protectsd from the bright 'lght.
Put they tried their utmost 7 (the patient little sug 0
410 look upwards, and now s carious ‘struggle, with
spasmodic twitchings, would be obeerved.” . .
* Page 201._ “I {puched with o bif of paper the sala of
thie foot of one of my- infants when only sevea d3¥3
old”, (where was Mrs, Darwin? where was the nurs? ?
. am it was suddenly jerked awny, and the foes cur
about, as inn an older ckild,” Once more, who will aot

4
regret that this scene was not photographed, and the
_ reault reproduced for the benefic of the xpe:.der'! :




