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“Insectivorous Plants” by Chacles Dar-
win, has been published by D. Appleton &
Co. Like the previous works of this careful
and conscientions investigator, it records the
results of a systemaric study, in this instance,
of certa’n plauts which by their psculiar
qualities seem to snggest a connection be-
tween the animal and vegerbls kingdems,
vamely, the [roscra rotunditolin, the Diowe
Muscipwda, the Aldrorenda  veswulosa, the
Pringuicula, the Utricularia, and others pos-
sessing similar cbarac eristics,  The modesty
of tbis eminent naturalist contra ts most fa-
vorably with the astonishing andacity of many
of his followers, who claim for bis theories a
perfection and authority which their author
has never attempted to assume for them.
A thorough  examination of the book
under  consideration  will  plainly  show
that the object had in view in  the
long series of delicate and dificult experi-
meénts which it relates im detail was not the
confirmation of previously formed theories,
but rather the discovery of the truth, whetber
it should furnish such confirmation, or point
in an opposite direction. The concluding sen-
tence of the general summary, which closes
the consideration of the plant first above
named, to which somewhat more than orve-
half of the voluwe is devoted, fuily sustains
this statement, as foliows: "1 have now given
& brief recapitulation of the chief points ob-
served by me with respeet to the structure,
wovements, constitution and  habits  of
Drosera  votundifcho;  and  we  see  how
little bas heen made ont, in comparison
with what remaing unexplained and un-
known.” This is certainly not the language
of arrogance or selt-concewr, but  rather
1hat of a patient learnerin the great school of
vature, diligeutly seeking for the corvect in-
terpretation of the wonders of creation. How
far the curions phenomena of insect devour-
ing plaits will assist in sustaining the propo-
sitions of the advocates of the ductrine of ev-
olution, time and tuture experiments alone
can determine.  Meanwhile, to all who are
mterested in the subtle agencies hy which life
is supported in plant or animal, Mr, Darwin's
book offers a wmost attractive tield for study.
Whetber mechasically or by its owu volition
it is not weecessary al present o determine,
but the fact is indisputable that certain
growths, vegetable g ell ontward apoear-
ances, enspare, enclose and digest or absorh
hving insects, and also by a similar action
of the juice or sap, which changes its
chemical properties, seemingly for that
purpose only, Curing assimilation, decompose
and transfer to their own substance apprecia-
ble quantities of animal and vagerable matt
brought properly in contact with them, lesw
is little danger that this contribution o nat-
nral science will e neglected erther by friends
or opponents.  The name of its autbor isa
household word—a spell, we might almost
say, to conjure by, Hounest ism and a
searching examination, to the minutestdetails,
Ve evidently expects, and as evidenily will
welcome, But not until sach examination
bas been patiently made can honest eriticism
obtain reliatie evidence ou which to hase a
sound or conyincing grgument.




