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A new book by Mr. Darwin is of course a literary

event, and curiosity is naturally on tip-toe to hear the

latest result of his painstaking researches. - The fact
that there are insectivorous plants, plants which feed

on insects, subsisting and deriving their nourishment
from them, will prove news t0 many excellent nato-

In some parts of England there ws in great
abundance a w which botanists Drosera rotun.-
ifolia, but of which the popular name is sun-dew.
This plant bears from two or three to four or six
leaves, geaerally extended more or less horizontally;
but sometimes standing mtiall{ upward. The
whole upper surface of each of the leaves is covered
with filaments, each having at the end a gland. A
single leaf has on it from 150 to 250 of these gland-
‘ filaments, which are of various lengths, the
1 being nearly one-quarter of au inch in lenr.l.
an
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in 1860 Mr. Darwin’s attention was attracted by the
mmense number of insects t in these viscid
lands. conceived the idea the insects must

]




motion. After studying their movements for some |
time, Mr. Darwin began to experiment, by placing on
the glands a great variety of substances, solutions of
gum arabic, sugar, starch, oil, etc. The effect of
these experiments was to demonstrate positively that
when the filaments of a leaf fold inwardly to the
center, the leaf becomes a sort of stomach, and that
the glards thereupon secrete gastric juice, which dis-
solves and digests the substances liked by the plant.
This is the discovery which Mr. Darwin justly calls
“a new and wonderful fact in physio 3
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our author e like experiments on other
of Drosera—of which the filiformis in such
a und-neolnpu‘;uot New Jersey as o cover the

ern of North Carolina, the Dienaes muscipuls, com-
monly called Venus' fly-trap, from the and force

di
of its movements, and the rare Drosophyllum, wn only
in Portugal and Morocco. Fle even went beyond the
eraces, and experimented on some species of Pinguiculs
and Utricularia. The result was to establish that these

gl:nu in a minor degree, the power of digestion
: lo to the Droseraces, and that they, 0o, are insect-
vorous '

ts.

As a work for naturalists this book will be duly
studiea and appreciated. In its clearness and simplic-
ity, perfect order and method, wonderful revelations
in the beautiful mechanism of nature, it will commend
itself to the intelligent reader in every land.




