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up with a class of incident in which many others have preceded her . She
deals with the history of English people — their loves and adventures— amid

Continental scenes . Having th
e

p
e
n

o
f
a ready writer , she gossips pleas

antly . — Mr . Payn is graphic and lifelike in the present novel , giving
several studies o

f

character o
f

more than the average merit . There is nearly
always a strong interest in his works . - Miss Broughton , notwithstanding the
more than soupçon o

f vulgarity which distinguishes her stories , is one of our
most popular novelists . “ Joan ” ? will be read a

s usual with avidity . It has
great attractiveness , and betrays a

n approach to refinement absent in it
s

predecessors . In al
l

probability , in proportion a
s

this author becomes

“ proper , " in that proportion will the furor for her cease . She has talent
and originality , but in no higher degree than many whose works are not
sought after b

y

the public . — Mrs . Craik ' s novels are distinguished b
y

purity ,

fidelity to nature , and truthful representations o
f

men and women a
s we meet

them . This new story ' is no exception to the rule . — Dr . George Mac
donald is almost a veteran novelist , judging from the number of works he has
written . His pen never flags , and h

e always writes well . His friends will
admire his new story * quite a

s

much a
s any o
f

it
s

forerunners . Dr . Mac
donald is more highly gifted than the majority o

f

novelists . There is a deep

spiritual suggestiveness in his works , in addition to their charm o
f

incident

and character . This is in full force in these volumes , in which also appear

several sets o
f

verses noticeable fo
r

sweetness and melody .

FERTILIZATION IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM . — The value of this work
will be perceived when we state that it details bbservations made by Mr .

Darwin during a period o
f nearly forty years . The analogical faculty of

the writer was never displayed to greater advantage , and Mr . Darwin may
b
e

said to have opened u
p
a completely new vein o
f

research .

POETICAL WORKS O
F

ELLIOTT . — If Ebenezer Elliott ' s genius was
restricted in character , it was also very decided and intense . He pressed
into his “ Corn Law Rhymes " a wealth o

f

invective and strength o
f sym

pathy which were very uncommon a
t the period when they appeared . The

people never had a sturdier singer , o
r

one more deserving to be held in

remembrance . On these grounds we welcome the appearance o
f
a new

edition o
f

his work .

1 “ Fallen Fortunes . " By James Payn . London : Tinsley Brothers .

? “ Joan . " By Rhoda Broughton . London : Bentley & Son .

3 " The Laurel Bush . " By the Author o
f
“ John Halifax ,Gentleman . ” London :

Daldy , Isbister & Co .

• “ Thomas Wingfold , Curate . " B
y

George Macdonald , LL . D . London :

Hurst & Blackett .

5 " The Effects o
f

Cross and Self -Fertilization in the Animal Kingdom . ” B
y

Charles Darwin , M . A . , F . R . S . London : Murray .

6 “ The Poetical Works of Ebenezer Elliott . " Edited by his son , Edwin Elliott .

London : H . S . King & Co .


