We have had one importaut contribution to the
literature of natural history in DARWIN'S treatise
on the ** Different Forms of Flowers on Plants of
‘* the Same Species ; ' and, by the way, it affords
at once a curious illustration of hereditary geuius,
and a striking evidence of the possibility of error
in estimating the signifticauce of half-seen facts,
that the grandson of ErasMUS DaArwin should be
I the author of a treatise in which much that was

maintasined by the elder DARWIN hes been shown
to be untenable, No very marked progress has been
made in the discussion respecting the rival doc-
| trines of biogenesis and abiogenesis. Prefessor |
TyYNpALL has shown thatin every case where
living oreatures have appeared in solutions of
| various kiuds experimented upon by him, the

introduction of the germs of life could be accounted l
| for. He has presented new evidenone to show how :
exceedingly difficult the inquiry is, and how |
readily cases of the development of life from
germs may be mistaken for cases of spontaneous
generation. But believers in spontaneous gene-
| ration retain their faith.




