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Darwin's Biographical Sketch of an In-|
fant.

Under this title the eurrent number of|
that admirable journal of philosophy,
called Mind, contains a diary kept thirty
seven years ngo by Mr Darwin with re
spect 1o one of his own infants His chief
object was expression, and his notes
were used in his book on the subject ;
but, as he attended 1o ome other points,
he has now given his observations moce
fully.  He notiees the various reflox ae
tions of the first seven days—such as
hi hing, yawning, hing, sud, of
course, suckling and sereaming  On the
seventh day, when the naked sole of the
foot was touched by n bit of paj the
child jerked it away, curling at l:'--o
time his toes. A warm soft hand »
plied to his face excited a wish to suck,
which, says Mr. Durwin, must have beon
| & reflex or instinetve action.  Doring
[ the first fortnight he often started on
hearing any sudden sound, and blinked
his eyen” At wixty six days he started
violently when Mr. Darwin sneezed  “A
few dass before this same date he first
started at an objeot seen; but tor a long
time afterward sounds made him start
L and wink his eyes much more fre quently
[ than did «ight”™ Other manifestations

s to sound are given. When he was

Lone hundred and lourteen and one hun

dred and twenty four days old, corres

ponding facts are noted as 1o vision

Thus, on each, as on the ninth day, the
e

| 10 the forty-fiith day nothing
ed to fix them. On the lorty ninth day
his attention was attracted by a bright
red tassel, ete. The movements of his
limbs and vody are next recorded  These
were for a time vague and purposeless,
and usunlly pertormed in a jerking men
ner.  There was one exception—he could,
from an early period Lelore forty days
| old, move his hands 1o his own mouth
When seventyseven days old, he took
the sucking bottle in bis right hand.
would not take it in his left hand
week loter. Yot
be leit handed.
opment of power of direeting movement
follow.  When he was one hundred and
thirty twq days old if an object were
brought af pear 1o bis face as his own
hands were, h:hlvid 10 seize u.'lb;'m-
vergence of eyes apparently giving
bim the clue.  Mr Du:l':-'n notices
the i i ot tal qual
Anger —8 hing like the if
tion of anger appeared on the eighth day
betore erying, and at ten weeks old when
milk wo cold was given him. When
nearly four months old he showed vio-
lent ion.  When a little over seven
months old be screamed with rage be
| enuse u lemon slipped away from him
At eleven months he would push sway »
| wrong plaything given him, snd beat it.
When two years and thr e months old
| he would throw books or sticks, ete, st
| any one who offended him
| Fear —Mr. Darwin thinks that this is
| probably the earliest feeling experienced
| t' intants, as shown by their stari

any sudden sound and erying His
| eried at strange sounds at four and a balf
| mouths; was ready to ory st his inther
| standing before him with bis back turn
ed to him at one hundred and thirty-
seven days. At two and
| was plensed with ani
Lieal Gardens, but
[ animsls in enges.
says Mr Durwin, *

uy we not suspeet,”
st the vague but
very real tears of children, which are
| quite independont of experience, are the
inherited officts of real dangers and ab

| joer e during ravage
| Limes




