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Erasmus Darwin. By Envst Kravse. With Notes by CHarLES
Darwin. John Murray.

The substance of this work consistz of a translation from the German
of Ernst Hrause of an able essay on the scientific works of Erasmus
Darwin, the onee famous aneestor of the great living naturalist. The
ohject of Herr Krause ia to show in Erasmus the same views and prin-
ciples struggling into definite outline which are now universally associated
with the name of his grandson. His system was, indeed, he claims, ‘a
most significant first step in the path of knewledge whieli hiz grandson
has opened up,” thongh to attempt to return to or revive it in these days
iz deseribed by Herr Krause ns ‘s weakness of thought and a mental
anachronism which no one ean envy.,' It will not be denied, we
think, that the German writer has succeeded in showing that there
.were in Dr. Ernsmus Darwin decided tendencies towards evolution-
ary principles, and in a loose way therefore he may be snid to have
gstablished his main thesis. It may be gquestioned, however, whether
much is gained when this has been secured, for there are many other
writers in whom similar tendencies might be proved to have had exist-
ence. To purely English readers the main interest of the book will
consist in the pleasant, ample sketch of the life and character of his
ancestor which Lins been supplied by Charles Darwin. 'We do not faney
there is any more likelihood of the poetical works than of the scientifio
aystem of Erazmus Darwin becoming popular again. It is well to remem-
ber, however, that at one time they had a very large amonnt of popularity.
Headers of the once celebrated Lectures on Moral Philosoply of Dr.
Thomas Brown of Edinburgh will recall the extent to which they aro
studded with quotations from Darwin's * Botaniec Garden.'! To the present
generation, however, he has become a name and nothing more, and a
revival of interest in Lim is natoral, if only in association with the name
and fame of Lis grandson.
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