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This book, as we happen to know, was not so much
madeas it was developed by the necessities of a house-
hold where children were growing up with active and
inquiring minds. Itseemed best to the father that his
children should go to head-quarters for their knowl-
edge of natural history and related topics; and so, with
the consent of Mr. Darwin, he made a volume of ex-
cerpts from the Voyage of the Ship Beagle, a book
which many find the most interesting that Mr. Darwin
has yet written. Since its completion, he has warmly
approved of the execution of the present work. And
well he may; for the work which love inspired and
wisdom guided has been admirably done. The mate-
rial is classified, and the contents of the book are such
that the older members of a family will find it equally
profitable for themselves and for the younger members
of the household. Indeed, some portions of the book
are beyond the comprehension of children of average
intelligence. We cannot recommend this book too
- warmly to those in search of books for their children
that shall at the same time interest and instruct, es-
- pecially when so many books are written that deliber-
ately misrepresent the facts of natural history and
the relations of natural phenomena, which are vastly
more wonderful than any lies that Jules Verne and
~ his imitators can tell us. The book abounds in ex-
~ cellent illustrations; and a superb wood-cut portrait
of Mr, Durwin shows a face which compares very fa-
vorably with Thomas Carlyle’s, to say the least. The
comparison is justified by Carlyle’s contemptible slur
on Mr. Darwin’s personal appearance.



