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sweetly - scented flowers , and who have a spare frame , I would say whites of the Fair Maid of Guernsey , Fleur de Marie , Virgin Queen ,
follow the simple rules se

t

forth in Vol XVI . , p . 459 ,and they will White Queen , Marabout , and others , these two varieties are superb
not b

e disappointed . And I think I cannot better express my thanks in every way , except that of the florist . For decorative purposes
than in the words of the poet and the supply o

f

effective cut blossoms they are most useful .-

" T
is
to the press and penwemortals owe F. W. B
.

All we believeand almost all we know .-T . D. SMITH , Ham .

DR . THURBER'S NOTES FROM JERSEY .

TELEGRAPH PLANT . DR . THURBER , of the American Agriculturist , has been in the
island o

f Jersey , and writes as follows concerning some o
f it
s pro

(DESMODIUM GYRANS . ) ductions . We wish h
e

had , when here , seen a little o
f English

This is one of th
e

most remarkable plants in cultivation . The
gardens ; but the fact is , Americans , in coming to see us , are in such

a hurry when here to flash through the whole o
f Europe (including

sensitiveness to touch o
f Mimosa pudica , Dionæa , & c . , is singular the Channel Islands ! ) in a month , that there is no holding them .

enough , but the movements of the leaves of this Desmodium seem We d
o not desire to interfere with the liberty of the subject , par

still more curious , and u
p
to the present have baffled our best ticularly o
f the enlightened American surveying one o
f

our old
observers . Darwin , in his recently published work on “ T

h
e

worn -out countries , but w
e

may point out the difficulty o
f learning

Power o
f

Movement in Plants , ” gives the results of his experi- anything of English gardens " aboard ” the train , and b
y

the aid o
f

ments o
n this Desmodium and other plants , b
y

which h
e

has suc a visit to Kew , and a fe
w

days in London . We should like well to

ceeded in proving that in a
ll plants there is a power which causes have compelled the doctor to have stayed a few weeks in our gardens ,

them to move in a rotatory direction , or , as he terms it , to cir fo
r

our benefit if not his own . It would b
e interesting , fo
r

example ,

cumnutate . This movement h
e explains a
s being o
f

some to take him to Bicton , o
r

to some good tree collection , to see how
importance , as an aid to the growth and protection of the plant , the American trees

, evergreens , and others thrive in this coun

but a
s

to the movements o
f

this Desmodium h
e says , “ No one

try :

supposes that the rapid movements o
f

the lateral leaflets o
f

D
.

The Vegetable and Fruit Market was very full . The
gyrans are o

f any use to the plant , and why they should behave vegetables were scarcely different from those in the London market ,

in this manner is quite unknown . ” The movement may b
e

best but the fruits finer and much more abundant . Excellent Apples
observed o

n
a light warm day , when the plant is standing in a and Pears were in great plenty . The Pear Louise Bonne d
e Jersey ,

though not so well coloured , is much better flavoured than with us .

Figs ( fresh ) , very large and luscious , were cheap , to those who are
fond o

f

them ; these ripen in the open a
ir , and the trees are quite

common a
ll

over the island . Grapes , on the other hand , need glass ,

and there are some immense Vineries , much of the fruit from which
goes to London . I bought such Black Hamburghs for 18
.
( 2
4

cents )

ib , a
s

we rarely see in our fruit stores for $ 1 per lb
.

Blackberries
grow wild in plenty , and just now illustrate the o

ld adage that

* Blackberries are always red when they are green . ” The few ripe
ones were very small , consisting o

f but few grains , badly shaped ,

and quite inferior in flavour to any of our wild kinds . Our deli .

cious cultivated sorts d
o

not appear to b
e

known here o
r in England .

It is doubtful if there is enough heat to bring them to their full per
fection , but I think they should b

e

tried .

The Treatment of Seed Potatoes is quite peculiar , and
might , perhaps , be tried b

y

some o
f

our growers o
f early Potatoes ,

especially in those Southern States where the crop is a
n important

one . Already the seed is being prepared for next spring , and w
e

see them everywhere in large quantities . Potatoes o
f

medium size
are selected and placed in boxes , usually made for the purpose ,

though other boxes are sometimes employed . We saw a
t

several
places in the town the boxes , or rather skeleton crates , exposed forTelegraph Plant (Desmodiumgyrang ) .

sale , I think , at ld . each , but am not sure of the price . It is a

shallow box , 24 in . long and 12 in , wide , with sides 2 in . high ; it

temperature o
f about 80 ° . The two small lateral leaflets may is o
f

about f.in , stuff , the bottom being o
f

three slats of similar
then b

e

observed to move upwards and downwards , first the material , with nearly 4.in. spaces betveen them . In each corner o
f

one and then the other , now resting a moment , then starting this box i
s a post 7 in . high and fin . square ; a strip connects the posts

again with a jerk . The movement is quite spontaneous , the plant a
t

the ends , and across the top runs a lengthwise strip 1 in . wide b
y

not being perceptibly sensitive to th
e

touch . Truly it is a vege
fin . thick ; this is let into the end pieces , so that it is flush at

table wonder , and deserves a place in every stove o
n that account .

the top . The Potatoes are se
t
" seed -end ” up in these boxes as

closely as they can b
e packed , taking care to put those of a size

It is easily propagated either b
y

means o
f

seeds o
r cuttings . It is together . A
t

first the boxes , when filled , are put in any con

a rapid grower , and , though it isnot handsome , still it is a grace venient place in the open a
ir , fully exposed to sunlight , in order

ful plant . It grows to a height o
f

about 2 ft . Any light soil that they may become thoroughly greened . As cooler weather
will suit it , and the higher the temperature in which it stands the comes o

n they are taken into the house , and stacked u
p

in

more perceptible are its movements . I do not think it would some suitable place . The peculiar form o
f the boxes allows o
f

thrive in winter in a temperature lower than 5
5
° . It is a native putting one upon another -- as many as may b
e

desirable -- and still

o
f

India , and is a member o
f

the Leguminous (Pea ) family . have sufficient ventilation and exposure to light . By the time

Z
.

B. the weather will allow of theirbeing planted , strong sprouts about

2 in . long will have grown . The planting is done b
y

setting the
Potatoes upright in the furrow in the same position they had in the

Two New Yellow Ohrysanthemums .Of the new Chry box ; great care is exercised in handling while planting , in order
santhemums which I obtained from Messrs . Veitch & Sons last season , not to break the sprouts . As the planting may be delayed until
two are now so attractive that they cannot become too well known . a

ll danger of frost is over , the Potato , when placed in the soil ,

Peter the Great is a vigorous , free - flowering kind , it
s large pale yel . is ready to g
o

o
n

and grow a
t

once . In planting in the ordinary

lo
w

blossoms being made u
p o
f

incurved , strap -shaped petals , and way , the Potato remains for a long time in the soil before the

each o
f

these being toothed ,adds a peculiar finish " to the flower . vegetative process begins , while b
y

this method all the preparatory
The delicate and novel tint of yellow and the softness of the petals work is done in advance , and growth , having already begun , is a

t

are immediately remarked b
y

visitors . The other variety , Fulton , once continued . I hope that some o
f

our growers will try this

is a Japanese kind , also o
f

the Cri Kang type , with quilled petals method and report the results . I am aware that cutting the

o
f

the purest gold colour . As grown here it is fully equal in tint to Potatoes some weeks in advance of planting , and placing them in a

the well -known Jardin des Plantes , but in form , from a
n artistic warm room to “ sprout , ” is not new with u
s , but the method here

point of view , it is far more graceful . As seen in contrast with such described , beginning in the autumn and inducing a slow and sturdy
highly - coloured sorts a

s Dr. Sharp , Progne , Cri Kang , and with growth o
f sprouts , is somewhat different , and seems to me to have


