Tue Worn axp 118 Work.—Mr. Darwin has
published a mew work, the main purpose of which is to
show that what is generally called ** vegetahle ** mould is
almost solely the work of worms, and is, therefore,
animal than vegetable, Aeccording to Mr. Darwin,
worms are constantly swallowing earth and tiny stones,
and passing them through their bodies to the surface in a
finely triturated and fertilised econdition ; in fact, they
may be said to manure the earth inside their own bodies,
By means of this Fm the entire earthy surface of a
country is constantly in a stale of change. The whole
earth underneath onr fect all over the world i
with worms ;: probably all over there are in every
land from 35,000 to 50,000 worms. Ev is familinr
with the casts of worms, which mmmuhm.
of earth. With so many worms at work, then, it is not
difficunlt to in?'n-whtrﬂl be the effect of a constant
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