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DARWIN,

Mr Charles Darwin iz probably the first
nataralist in Barope. T eannot help accord-
ing him this meed of praise, though hostila to
that remnckable theory of the evolution of
man, which was, and ever will be, eternally
asssociated with his name. There is one
featore in Mr Darwin's character especially
eazentin]l to & npaturalist, and which he pos-
gezpel in 6 pre-eminent degree. I mean the
quality of patient observation. Nothing is
more remarkable in all his works than this—
every litile inct iz examined and turned to
account ; not a movement or habit of
men or animals but Is closely watched,
and traced to ita supposed origin, - Just
lately has been published bhis lifelong re-
pearches on the insignifieant and grovelling
earth-worm, and, astonizhing as it may seem,
he shows clearly emough that probably ne
creature on God's earth has exereised eo great,
or at any rate & greater, inflaence in bringing
about the present condition of things on the
earth’s suriace than this—one of tho lowest
beings in the scale of life. Dir Dlarwin shows
that over every acre of ground more or less—
at least 10 tons of mould are turned up to
the surface from a depth of at least six
or eight feet, The scil is sbsorbed by the
worm in order to extract ita organic
putriment, and bhaving passed through the
intestines is voided in the minuote coils
of mould so well known to all. In
this manner the soil is ploughed and re-
ploughed year after year, and thus ancient
mopuments, pavements, coins, &c., are covered
and undermived in the course of ages. Thuos
the fine villa of Brading, in the Isle of
Wight, to which esome time ago I drew
your readers’ attention was covered with
threa or four fest of this excreted mould,
the floor having dg:aﬂu&uy gunk as the
worma byrrowed and threw up their excre.
tions | Even ona of the mighty flocks at
Stonehenge has eunk considerably through this
agency. JAs regards the [uoetions of nature,
the worms ara but poorly provided, Mr
Darwin thinks they cannot see, hear, ot gmall—
the first, perhaps, slightly—but the sense of
touch is, as is well known, highly developed ;
and it is probably by this means that they
benome sensible to the spproach of man throngh
the tremulous motion of the earth, These

| few remarks will show your readers that
writben as it is in lueid and scholarly style,
| sach m treatizse canoot fail to be bighly intereat-
ing and, like all his other works, will probably
ba trapalated into every Buropean language,
I ehould add that the learned anthor is now io
his 73cd year, but ecems as mentally and
phyeically active s ever.
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