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At the age of seveuty-two, Charles|
Darwin, the ilinstrions naturalist,
| makes another addition to the sum of |
bumun kuowledge.  Hereveals to us
“lL important part pluyu’l by worms
lin fertilizing the earth.”

He calls them Nature's plowbmen,
{\ who ure ceaslessly burrowing, mellow-
iiny. enricking the ground. They fill
|themselves fall of the crade carth |
' betow the surface. This they slowly
digest, forming s vegetable mould,
which they deposit on the surface, thas
constantiy improving the quulity of
the soil, sud gradually burying out of |
sight rocks aud all other insoluble sub- |
stances.

For balf a century Mr. Darwin has
been observing the habits of worms,
and has graduaily sccumulated » sur-
prising number of facts conccruing|
them, and their agency in rendering |
this carth of ours habitable. |

Not many snimals, he assures us,!
have played so important a part in the
history of the world s these lowly be-
ings which we tread so thoughtlessly
auderour feet. Neither the hnge ele-
phaot ner the kingly lion are so nsefal
te man.

Some of our angling readers may be
relieved to know that worms, when they
are disturbed in their privacy by the
ruthless boy, or cut in halves by the
farmer's hoe, do not sufler as much us
their contortions would lead us to
supposc. They are not over-sensitive,

They have no eyes and no ears. Sense
of smell they probably have; and it is
certain that they can taste, for they
show n decided preference for some
kinds of food. They are fond of leaves
and of some roots; but their favorite:
morsel is the onion. In the arrange-
ment and protection of their holes, they
display a limited, yet not inconsider-
able, intelligence.

Tlke muain object, however, of Mr.
Darwin's new work is to show the won- |
derful process by which theso creatures
uneeasingly igest ernde earth, and
even little pebbles, into fertile mould.
In every acre of bumid lard there urol
from thirty-tive thousand to fifty thoun-
sand worms, which employ themselves\
continually in plowing and enrich-|
ing the soil.

Our author shows that the amount
of worm ‘‘casts” deposited upon an
acre in a year may amount in favorable
circumstances to as mnch as fonrl.een;
tons. Roman camps,and even cities, |
have probubly, in long processes of |
time, boon buried by them. All this is

4 _v derful and i ing. |
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