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science , literature ,politics , and society . Inter- are an invaluable legacy to al
l

men who , like
spersed with these recollections are graphic him , are obliged to work toilsomely for their
descriptions o

f

the scenes slie loved , and of the livelihood , never ceasing meanwhile to rightly
persons and incidents that interested her , to - value the dignity o

f

labor , and who , while
gether with opinions , criticisms , and reflec- manfully performing their daily task -work , are
tions o

f

her own upon a variety o
f topics , not content to remain mere “hewers o
f

wood
equally remarkable for their acuteness and and drawers of water , " but would fain kindlo
originality and for the gracious amenity b

y

the divine spark o
f intelligence o
f

which they
which they are tempered . are conscious into a living and light -diffusing

flame . The edition before u
s comprises all

The publication b
y

the Messrs . Carter of a Miller's works , together with the admirable b
i

cheap edition o
f

the Life and Works o
f Hugh ograplıy b
y

Peter Bayne , originally published
Millers places a compact library o

f great and in 1871 .

varied value within reach o
f

and peculiarly
adapted to the needs o

f

those who are engaged MORE than a hundred years ago that charm

in the dual battle o
f

self - support and self - ing naturalist White o
f Selborne jotted down

culture . Without claiming genius o
f

the first in a letter to his friend Daines Barrington
order , o

r

the highest literary and scientific a
t

some very curious and interesting facts con
tainments , fo

r

Mr. Miller , it would yet be diffi- cerning earth -worms , their uses and habits .

cult to find another author whose works sup- “ Earth -worms , ” he wrote , “ though in appear
ply as serviceable an apparatus as his for self ance a small and despicable link in the chain
education , o

r

more useful practical lessons in o
f

nature , yet , if lost , would make a lamentable
the conduct o

f

life . A
s
to literary style , it has chasm . For to say nothing of half the birds

been well said b
y

Mr. Bayne that Mr. Miller and some quadrupeds which are almost entire
felicitously combined the dignity o

f

elaborate | ly supported b
y

them , worms seem to be the
literary form with perfect ease and freedom . great promoters o

f vegetation , which would

A
s
to matter , impressions ,facts ,reflections , fan- proceed but lamely without them , b
y

boring
cies , and the results of life - long observation and perforativg and loosening the soil , and
and study flow out upon his pages in stintless rendering it pervious to rains and the fibres
and chaste abundance . He has had n

o supe- o
f plants , b
y

drawing straws and stalks o
f ,

rior - w
e

had almost said n
o rival - in the skill leaves into it , and most of al
l

b
y

throwing

o
f bringing poetic hues and musical tones out u
p

such infinite numbers o
f lumps o
f

earth ,

o
f

the stony rock o
f geology , o
r
in depicting called worm - casts ,which being their excre

it
s

wonders and classifying it
s

facts . An ori- ment , is a fine manure for grain and grass .
ginal explorer in science , with definite and Worms probably provide new soils for hills
firmly held opinions on religious , political , and and slopes where the rain washes the earth
social problems , he produced a series of unique away . The earth , without worms , would soon
and remarkable works , in which racy and sa become cold , hard -bound , and void of fermen
gacious observatious on men and manners are tation , and consequently sterile . ” More than
intermingled with exquisitely fresh and vivid half a century later White's observations at
delineations o

fpature's facts and beauties . As tracted the attention of Charles Darwin , then

a naturalist and geologist he was recognized a young man just entering upon his long and
by scientific men of the highest eminence a

s honorable career o
f philosophic investigation ;

their peer , who knew the facts as well as they , and in 1837 , in one o
f

his earliest contributions
and reasoned them out with greater power , to science , a paper read b

y

him before the Ge
aud described them in a purer and more idio- ological Society o

f

London o
n
“ The Formation

matic English thau they were masters o
f
. His o
f

Mould , ” he referred to White's brief but mi
descriptions o

f

Scottish scenery — in glen and nute remarks on earth -worms , and using them
brae , and o

n loch and mountain - glow with a
s

the groundwork o
f

his discourse , proceeded
fine imagery , and are everywhere pervaded b

y

more fully to elaborate , as the fruit of his own

a rich human element . His knowledge of the investigations and reflections , the natural bis
working classes and common people was pro- tory and the extensive usefulness to man o

f

found and sympathetic ,and his exertions for this most lowly and insignificant o
f living

the amelioration o
f

their condition , and for creatures . Since then more than forty years
their social , moral , and intellectual improve- have sped , but in the mean time Mr. Darwin ,

ment , were unwearied and effective . His works amid the inthralling urgency o
f

his literary
labors , and in the plenitude o

f

his reputation ,

6 The Life and Works o
f Hugh Miller . Twelve Vol- | has never lost sight o
f h
is early inquiry , and

umes in Six . 12mo. Vol . I. : Life and Letters , b
y

Peter now gives us the results o
f

his prolonged ob
Bayne , pp .128. Vol . 11 .: Th

e

Testimony o
f

th
e

Rocks ; servations in a monograph o
n

The Formation
Theology - The O

ld

Red Sandstone -Geological Papers , o
f

vegetable Mould through th
e

Action o
f Iorms , '

p
p
. 905. Vol . II
I .: The Foot -Prints of the Creator , which is one of the most curions as well as

First Impressions o
f England and its People , pp . 767.

Vol . IV .: My Schools and School Masters -- Tales and
Sketches , pp . 906. Vol . V .: Popular Geology - Cruise : TheFormation o

f VegetableMould through theAction

o
f

the Betsey, p
p
. 926. Vol . V
I
. : Essays ,Historicaland o
f

Worms . With Observations on their Habits . By
Biographical , Political , Social , Literary , and Scientific , CHARLES DARWIN , LL.D. 12mo, pp . 326. New York :

p
p
. 1003. New York : Robert Carter and Brothers . D
. Appleton and Co.
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pleasing contributions to natural history that numerous questions of law and custom which
has appeared since White of Selborne ceased are constantly arising from the contlicting con
to regale the world with his diurnal jottings . structions or interests of parties to transactions
The memoir is very largely the record of a in them , invest a treatise on The Law of Stock
personal investigation , pursued with unflag- Brokers and Stock Exchanges , which has been
ging enthusiasm and invincible patience , of prepared by Mr. John R. Dos Passos, of the
the nature , structure , habitations , and habits New York bar ,with a practical interest and a
of earth -worms , their faculty of perception substantial value that will be recognized by
through the senses , their mental powers and lawyers and men of business . Brietly stated ,
manifestations of intelligence , and their place the treatise is devoted to a discussion of the
in nature as relates to the outer world and legal nature and character and the organiza
other creatures. But it

s

more immediate sub- tion o
f

stock exchanges ; to a history o
f

the
ject is the amount of earth which is bronght various transactions that take place in such

u
p

b
y

worms from beneath the surface in the institutions ; to an account o
f

the rules and
form o

f
" castings , " and is afterward spread regulations b
y

which they are governed , and
out more o

r

less completely b
y

the rain and o
f

the character and incidents o
f membership

wind , and the part which worms have thereby in them ; and to a consideration o
f

the recip
played in the burial o

f

ancient buildings and re- rocal legal rights , duties ,and liabilities which
mains , and in the pulverization and denndation are involved in the relation o

f

broker and cli

o
f

the land . Among the interesting conclu- ent , and also of the nature and kind of secu
sions reached b

y

Mr. Darwin , bearing upon the rities that are dealt in on the principal es
important part that worms have played in the changes o

f

the United States and Europe .

history o
f

the face o
f

the eartlı , are the follow- Among the topics of paramount importance
ing : that the whole superficial bed o

f vege- elaborately treated b
y

Mr. Dos Passos — for the
table mould passes through the bodies o

f

discussion o
f

which h
e

has been peculiarly fit
worms in the course o

f every four years ; that ted b
y

the circumstance that his special prac

b
y

these means fresh surfaces , equal to two- tice has made him thoroughly familiar with
hundredths o

f

a
n

inch annually , are continu - them both from a legal and a business stand
ally exposed to conditions favorable to their point - are the following : The general rules re

· decomposition and disintegration , and are so lating to the usages o
r
customs o
f

stock - brokers ,

scattered b
y

the wind and rain a
s to exert a embracing a résumé o
f
the most prominent

prodigious influence upon the face o
f

nature , cases in England and this country in which
affecting even the conformation o

f

mountains these usages have been the subject o
f judicial

and the course o
f great rivers ; that the cast | inquiry , and have been either rejected or sus

ings o
f

worms have buried and preserved from tained , accompanied b
y

critical comments o
n

the action o
f

the elements many elegant and some o
f

the more obscure o
r contradictory de

curious tessellated pavements and other exten- cisions ; the subject o
f wagering contracts , dis

sive remains ; that worms prepare the ground criminating when they are in the nature o
f

in a
n

excellent manner fo
r

the growth o
f gambling transactions , and therefore illegal

fibrous -rooted plants and seedlings o
fall kinds ; and void , and when otherwise ; the different

that they expose the mould to the air , sifted kinds and general character o
f

the property ,

from stoves , and mingle a
ll

it
s particles to comprehended under the name o
f

securities , in

gether as intimately a
s they are mingled b
y

which stock -brokers deal ,and which constitute
the gardener who prepares fine soil for his the two classes o

f

instruments known a
s nego

choicest plants ; that b
y

them the bones o
f

tiable and non -negotiable ,with adescription of the
dead animals , insects , etc. , the shells of land elements that are requisite to impart to them
mollusks , and leaves , twigs , stalks , etc. , are the character and consequences o

f negotiabil
buried beneath their castings , and brought ity or non -negotiability ; and ,finally , the reme
within reach o

f

the roots o
f plants ; that they dies of stock -brokers and clients against each

enrich and render the land porous b
y

the leaves other , including the relation o
f

brokers to each
and other substances which they drag into other and o

f

clients to each other , the liability
their burrows for food , thereby greatly facili- o

f

brokers to undisclosed clients , o
f

undisclosed
tating the downward passage o

f

roots ; and clients to brokers , and of clients to their own
that , in fact , the earth -worm is the earliest and brokers , the subject o

f specific performance ,

most universal ploughman , b
y

whoin , long be- the effect o
f usury upon stock transactions , the

fore the plough was invented , the land was contingencies that cause contracts for sale to

regularly ploughed , and still continues to be come within the statute of frauds , and the mea
plonghel --- so that it may b
e doubted whether sure o
f damages in actions between clients and

there are many other animals which have brokers and in actions b
y
a broker against his
played a
s important a part in the world a
s

client . A portion of the volume having a spe
these lowly organized creatures . cial interest to non -professional reailers is a

chapter appropriated b
y

Mr. Dos Passos to a

The immense volume o
f

transactions in full analysis o
f
a transaction between a broker

stocks , the multitudes who are engaged in

them a
s principals o
r

agents for purposes o
f

changes. B
y

John R
.

Dos Passos , of the New York Bar .

4 Treatise o
n

theLaw o
f

Slock-Brokers and Stock Ex

speculation , business , o
r

investment , and the New York : Harper and Brothers .870 , pp . 1013
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