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When Darwin first published his journals
of the now historic voyage of the Beagle, the
Quarterly Review described the work as “ one
of the most interesting narmtives of voyag-
ing that has fallen to our lot to take up, and
one which must always oceupy a dis-
tinguished place in tho history of scientifie
navigation.” The prophecy has been ful-
fillel in the most complete manmnaer.
Notable in itself, the book has re-
ceived nttention as Darwin’s fame
has extended, for it is in this narrative
that the great naturalist first began to un-
fold the primary elements of his remarkable
theory of natural selection. Copt. Fitz Ray,
of the Beagle, invited Darwin to make the
journey in the ship, even surrendermg some
of his own accommodations to make things
more comfortable for the naturalist, who did
not fail to afterward acknowledge his indabt-
edness to the Captain. The world may well
feel that it owes a dobt to this sagacious com-
mander of one of Ler Majesty's ships. In
his preface to the second editon of the book
(in 1845) Darwin speaks of his obligation to
TProf. Henslow, of Cambridge, who was *
chief mouny” of giving him n taste for
history.

Not until mow has an illustrated edition of
Darwin's narrative been uudertaken. Most
of the pictures in the volume are drawn by
R. T. Prichett from places visited and objects
described by Darwin. SBome few of the pie-
tures are from engravings which Darwin
had himself gathered for their interest as il-
lustrating his voyage, and which are loaned
by his son for this edition. Grent care seems
to have boen exarcised in selacting' and veri-
fying the illustrations, which bear upon
every feature of the narrative. Being made
in this spirit,they have a more than pistorial
value. The aceuracy of the detail drawings
give ndded scientific interest to a volume
that teems with suggestions. This illustrated
edition may, indeed, well replace all others,
by virtue of its many nnd well-balanced fen-
tures of intarest.

In the last passages of his book Darwin
urgently advises young naturalists to visit
distant lands.. He courteously suggests that
the young naturalist may not be able to se-
cupe companions s0 agreenble ns those with
whom he was himself associated; but " he
may foel assured he will meet wlt.h no difi-
culties or dangers, excepting in rare cases,
nearly 8o bad s he beforehand anticipatss.
In a moral point of view the effort eught to
be to teach him good.humored pationce, free. |
dom from selfishness, the habit of acting for
himself, and of making the best of every oo-
currence,"




