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TIIB DARllll REPRm COLLEC'UOll 

At acme t:l.llle about 18501 Charl.ea Darvin began to arr&ZJ8" the eenral. 

articl.es, papers and reprints he had received into a numbered collection. 

H• maintained thia reprint collection until. hh death, when 1 t waa taken 

onr by hie son, l'rancia2• 

In l.908, when Prancia Darwin donated his father' a library to tha 

Botany SChool. Library, Cambridge, the reprints were incl.uded 1n tha 

trans:ter, 

llhile the bound acqu.1a1 tion• were catal.ogw,d al.aoat 1-diat•l.7 on 

their arr1 ....i, there haa been no a1.ail.ar record aade on the reprillt• 

other than Darwin• a own rather abbreviated, hand-written Uat. !hi• 

catal.ogw, 1:, intended to :till. that gap, 

I. DESCBIPTIOII OP COJITBll1'8. 

Contained in :ti:tty-aix paper boxes, the collection is comprised o:t 

l., Thie I han adduced :tro11 the :tact that it is onl.:, :troa ab<Nt that date 
that the collection takes on a distinctly chronological. order. 

2. Several. thouaand more 1 tems were added by Prancis, their numbers 
num1ng conseoutinly from those o:t hia :tathar. 
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the follo111.ng th1'ee 81lb-unita: 

S''3 
A. The General Collections which cona1ete of l.5,:1. nlllllbel'B 1n which the 

earliest paper C"6,l dates froa l.809. The final item which belonsed to 

Darwin 1a $' - the last which bears hie handwriting. The papers co-.er 

a wide Tal'iet;y of subject, froa the several biological fields, to oociolog 

and philoaopb.y. 

IS°7/ \SS', 
There are Mitt r,li,t pieces for 8 mabere. This 1a due to the facts 

(a) that there are W7
extra papers which haw not been gi-..n separate 

miabere but which share a CODllon mmber with another article; (b) that il6 
1tna are lliaeing froa the collection; and (c) that three pOlllphlete have 

been transferred from one place 1n the collection to another, leaving three 

nUlllbere for which there are no corresponding pamphlets. 

'- '~"an 
It haa been poaaible to detenaina the titles of ~~f the Ilia i '<n«J.d. ••"-

, i' "1'-· -I 
articlea thrcueb crce• referencing with Darwin• a catalogue and theN ban 

been llal'ked ( •) • 

:e. The Renew Collections which ia a distinctly aeparate 8\lb-collection 

of articles renewing Darvin' • worka. The earlieot of theee (,'R46) is dated 

December, 1859, and the latest (i'R,45) llonmber, 1881. There are ,Ji piecea 
_\,. 1?-

for ,47 mimbers. • are lliaeing and there are • extras. 
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c. The Quarto Collection: aaain, a dbtinctly separate sub-collection 

baaed, apparently, on their a1ze (thou61> there are a nwaber of 

diecrepenta). These are of the same varied nature as those of the 

' General• collection. 

There are ,l ueaa for }'6 =bere: 

1 piece trenaferred.. 

> t llisaill&, i, extras and 

~ '.l:6 
Altogether the colleot1on cona111ta of 22'9 items for 22,- numbers. 

c:nos 
Vith the extra ones there ahould. ban been ialli, amounting to 47 misaill& 

piecea. Discount1D,g the gape left by four transfers, this leans 4, 
piece• unaccounted. for.1 c-{ _,.t..(..1...._.,, . .f..,.,_.._ A~ .:e~ f.,_( 11 ~-

II. CIIBOIIOLOGT. 

!be iteaa 1n all three •11b-collect1ons are 1nd.1Vidually nuabered 

( by Darwin) and are 1n a rOUB1>11 chronol ogical order. llhlle the 

chronoloa of the 'a.new' collection ie qu1 te distinct, that of the 

other two 18 not a1snificently eo at their beginning. Honnr , after 

1. Thia doea not count ten Wallace reprints vhich ban somehow found 
their wa, into Box 1:53 of the C•bridge Uninra1ty Library 
Collection of Darwin' a Papers and Letters, which ban not been counted 
.. lliaaizl&. 

II 

t\-') ,..~, ~ .. -, '"-' ( 

._((_ ./, .. ( ·1-L 

~t.ll, I / ... •~ . 
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"170 1n the ' General' collection, and ,161 1n the 'Quarto' colleotion, the 

chronological order 18 ma1ntaine4. the zmmeroua exceptions troa a strict 

chronolos:r 1111«&9at that the order of ent..,. into the collection 1a lll<el;r 

to be the order 1n which they were rece1wd and read by Darwin. Thie 1a 

npported ill the aewral 1netancea of postal dates on the backs of - ot 

the 1teu, and by several contained letters. In this 1111DJ1er (and 1t ona 

aeta u1de the poaa1bil1ty ot cowrt tranatera) 1t 1• poaaible to arriw 

at the •all.eat date at which Darvin read a particular art1c1e1 • 

III. D.&Rall I a illlOTilIOllS, 

J.. IJ:!!I• It 1a poaaible to d1aUn&,,1.all between aewrel types ot 

notation aade 1n and upon these reprint• by Darwin. 

(1) ~ ~ cowr ~• Darvin uaaally left -on~ aa \o ~ or not ha ha4 read the artiole 
cCIDC8rnacl (b) or a abort p,raae 1Dd1cat1ng eUbar 1'8 ~ 
or an idea ot 1h releVllllt ocmtenta. 'lb• IQSbol •fl• (or •o/•) 
waa used by Darvin to 1Dd1cate that while ha ha4 not Na4 a 
1tea, he thou411>t 1t ot •D011611 ...iu. to be 1ncl.u4ed u4, 
pemapa, to be read at a later date. 

(11) R$t1trf1"•J ~.,f eJcmpM• per,,crapba vbioh .Du,da 
- reepe notevcr\)Q'. 

1. Por e:uaple, it, mDOng a whole P&&e of entr1ea dated 1868, tbaft 
appear• one dated 1865, 1t 1• llkely that the latter wu Dot 1DOla4a4 
( and therefore read) w,.tll 1868. 
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(W) Underlines of worda, pllruea, and eenteneea. 

(iY) ~r;raDh marg1nn,l =otatiffl• f.ba• are uuallJ' al.ongaide 
re.avant ~ or an ence which are often marbod aa 

well. 

Index. Darwin occaaionall:, wrote on, or pinDBd to, the inaide 
"6iEF"n:, leaf ot a -pblet, a Un ot the pasea on which he 
bad llllde .... eort ot mrl< or c.-nt which •rftd u a 
pereonal index. .t. muober ot the .. ehHta contain rather lengtb;f c._.. upon tha. 

B. e2!!!!11 In an ettort to prorlde ..,.. 1Dd1cat1on u to the extent 

Darwin annotated a particular itn., one ot aeffn mmbera baa been u~ed 

to each itn. in the col.lectioD. 'these, 1t ia hoped, w1l.l gi'ft _. Maaure 

ot the 818111:Ucance to Darwin ot an:, article in que• tion. 'the aeven 

,urld.np uaigned represent the tollowin& categorie111 

(l) 

(la) 

(2) 

!lot read. These are it811111 which are either uncut or which ha'ft 
been apeciticall:, 1181'1<84 b:, Derwin "!lot Read" end s1..., all 
1Dd1cat1on• ot not having been read at a later date. 
~-~Csi ~t. or juet •nred' • .I. Sllb-diviaion ot the 
latter c~w c eredeno edy DarviA'a syabo1 ",4" or -0/" 
which had their contents scanned, but which can be considered 
u not havin« bean read. 
Read but e;eneral.ly unmarked. 'rbaae are items in which 110CDe 
page• ha'n bean 011\. .t.441t1onal.l:,, tbare aay be an index ot 
Darwin'• (without an:, reference notes) reterr1n& to unmarkad 
page• • In 801N caaea, there aay be the odd vord or two. In 
all caau the:, llhov 801N sign ot having been read, at least 
in part. 
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Read and liei,~otated. Containa either underllniDB&, 
verilcai mar llnea, and/or up to 50 holograph vorda. 

Read ,g annotated. Containa either 50-100 holograph vorda 
,!!!: up o 5o holograph vorda plua underllniDB& and vertical 
llnea. 

l"!e and heavily ann~. containa either 100-:,00 
oograph vorde, ~ holograph words plua utenaive 

underl1n1J14!11 BIid vertical line• • 

:Mt ~ ~gtatet• Contains 200+ holograph vorda plua \ 
er s van cal llnea. 

It abould be emphaaieed that theee are approximatioD§, reasonably 

gaueed, but onl;,- eatiaatee. In BOIN c ... a, where the extent of the 

annotation (regard.leas of nuaber of wards) is Yery large relative to tlw 

eize of the itea 1n question, I have aea1a,led a ~•r number than would 

otlwrviee be ilMlicated. 

Si,:nificanca: With the exception juat noted, annotation numbers 

refer etrictly to quanti t;r. Th• temptation to aesi&n nuabere on the baaia 

of the historical significance, and the obnoue aubjectivit;r that this 

would iapl;r, haa been atron&l:, raaistad. '?here is, however, often a 

correlation 1n this respect, particularly when the D.Wllber ot annotations 

ia high. 

-iv-«~ 
-:;r:i.-t.J.., 

't--'1 !-
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IT. !'OllM OP THI CAULOGUB. 

In addition to ita obvious ut1Uty 1n locating iaportant items in the 

collection itself, it 1a hoped that this catalogue vill prov1.de the 

bibllograph1oal. information neceae&r7 for researchers outaide of Oaabr1dge 

to locate iteae froa other collection•, 11:ven U copied and duplicated, 

Darvin'• handwritten catalogue Uete only authors, nwabera, and - at but 

- a four to &1:,: vcrd abbrev1.ation of the t1 tles, v1 th no indication 

vbataoe""r aa to aource or year. 

Por each entl'J', tbia catalogue liata (1n order) the following 

information, 

(l) 

(2) 

c,i 
(4) 

(5) 

Darvin• a reprint nwaber 

Authof ,_/(It ,\fl~i,'. 

Tit~ 

Annotation-DWDber. 

l. Space has nquired that theae be brief, bu.t they accord generally vith 
their counterparts in the Royal Society Catalogue of 19th CeAtgrz 
Scientific Papers. 
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V. IUSCELL&lIBOUS IMPRESSIONS. 

In an age wb1.ch had only just begun the exchange o:t Nprints as ve 

know it tod&¥, Darvin' s collection must be one o:t the moat comp1ete :tor 

the third quarter o:t the nineteenth century. It ie moN than a 11Bre 

collection, for due to Darvin' s asaiduou• method o:t annotating those 

items o:t interest to him, it ha• become a docu:ient itseU. J'or here, 

those interested in the many :taceta o:t Darvin' a vork and thau&)lt and 

their relations to contemporary source•, will :tind a wealth of deta11ed 

intormation. Tvo uaap1ea may provide an illustration. 

Historians o:t biology have for a 1ong time noted the deficiency of 

genetic know1~ 1n the last ha1:t o:t the nineteenth century and have 

expressed their eurpriae that Darvin and IIBllY of hi• contemporaries 

ahou1d not have known about, or come in contact with, the wor k of Kende1. 

The exi• tence of •uch a collection as Darvin' s belles any view taken of 

a eensra1 deficiency in the exchange of scientific knov1edee at the time. 

with respect to P[endel 1n particular, this 1a under lined by the presence 

of aeveral papers b;r llligell and Roffmann, two workers who vere veil o.ware 

of Mende1' a work. In fact reprint ,IR112, by Hoffmann, furniahee an 

abstract of Mende1' s lB65 paper describing the plan and det ails of his 
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vorlt in breed1.n& t:rue Pimim, an4 the paper itNU (tbou&h not on - l.l.8, 

the one in question) i • w•ll marked by Darwin. Here, at l.eaat, a piece 

ot negative evidence baa been provided. The fact that one para&r&pb 

below that de11<>ribing Jllendel' • vorlt there are e•ffral citation• troa 

Darwin'• Varj.ations. aua&"'at• tbd Darvin' II attention coul.4 have been 

brou&ht to that - - it be had been intereeted in eoannin& citation• 

reterr1.n& to hie ovn vorlta. 

A turtber illustration ot the collection' a bietorical uae11 i • 

providad by Charle•' eon, Prancia, in hie !lore Letters ot Charlee Darvin. 

R• gardinc a Darwin-to-Gal ton letter vbich reter' • to Darwin'• c.-enta 

on eeveral point• in on• ot Gal ton•• articl.ea, Pranci11 ,nade tb• 

tolloviDg COIIIINDtt 

"1'h• Cop;y ot llr. Gal ton•• paper, which Darwin DlllDbered in 
correepondence vitb tb• critici-• in bi• l.etter, 1• not 
available, and •• are therefore only able to gu.e•• at 
80118 of tbll point• referred to.• l 

Reprint ,0.046 1• that cop;y and correapon41.na marlta are to be found 

along 1 ta aargin• • 

1. Darwin to Galton, J:OV9lllber 7, 1875, p.360, More Letters ot Charles 
Darwin, Two Vola., Iev Torlt, ApPleton, 190}. It ls admittedly 
crmr-cuit to understand hov Pranc1a, the inheritor ot his father's 
collection, ahoul.d have tailed to lliaa this cop;y. 
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Littl.e acre need be ll&id about this collection, u ite historical 

1aportance will. be evident to rm:, reeearcher 1n the field. It is hoped 

that th1e catalogue will prove of soma uaiatance in auch research. 

Caabridj!e, l'larch, 196:5. 
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