Women's Voices on Maxwell Street:
| 'he Silent Influence

This project was made possible, in part, by a grant from the Maxwell Street Foundation. It
is a compilation of stories surrounding five influential women as they pertain to Chicago’s
Maxwell Street. These women have each had their stories documented to varying degrees,
and some are more well known than others. But it was not until now that their histories
were brought together. Through the common thread of the Maxwell Street neighborhood,
their stories are told as a way to shed light on these women and their contributions to the
history of Maxwell Street. The project opens the door for more research to be done on this
topic. It is my sincere hope that my project will be a starting point for others who see the
value in this endeavor and that they will take it to the next level.

This project strove for balance in telling the subject’s stories, although it may seem
disproportionate at first glance. The amount of information contained within is a direct
result of the amount of information available. It is also a result of maintaining the focus of
the project on the female subjects. In some cases, the seeming lack of information of some
individual stories reiterates one of the main points of this project: whose information is
preserved and passed on?
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Oliver Marcy died in March of 1899.
Elizabeth tendered her resignation as
Corresponding Secretary of the Women’s
Home Missionary Society, but the Board
would not accept it as she was an
enduring inspiration to the Center.
Instead, the Board authorized another
member to be her assistant. In October of
the same year, the Board elected her one
of two Honorary Presidents of the Board.
Elizabeth retired from the Board of the
Marcy Center after the untimely death of
her only remaining child, Anna, in 1901. By
1902 the National Board of The Woman’s
Home Missionary Society took over the
operations, and the work of The Marcy
Center continued without Elizabeth’s
physical presence. Elizabeth’s eyesight
failed her in her last few years of life, but
friends and colleagues maintained that
nothing dampened her spirit. The
manuscript of Elizabeth’s book, Facts and
Fancies of Family History, was about to be
published in 1911 when Elizabeth died. To
honor her memory, her friends and
admirers added a memorial section to the
back of the book: a selection of her
poems and hymns, along with two
photographs, one of Elizabeth and one of
the Elizabeth E. Marcy Center.



1917 brought zoning changes into the
Maxwell Street neighborhood that re-
zoned the area for industry. This was
the catalyst to search for a new site
for the Marcy Center, as it was now
known. In 1923 land was purchased
for the new location in the North
Lawndale neighborhood. In 1930 the
third iteration of the Marcy Center
was dedicated at 1539 South
Springfield Avenue. The Marcy
Center would continue to serve the
needs of the changing community.
From storefront to mission center,
The Elizabeth E. Marcy Center served
the Maxwell Street and surrounding
neighborhood for 130 years. In June
of 2013, the Center was forced to close
its doors due to budget constraints,
leaving a hole in the community
where Elizabeth’s spirit and legacy
had once been.









The Chicago
Maternity Center

Dr. Joseph B. De Lee founded the Center
on February 14, 1895. It was originally
called The Maxwell Street Dispensary
and was located at 1336 South Newberry
Street at the corner of Maxwell

and Newberry Streets. The Chicago
Maternity Center served the
neighborhood for 37 years before Dr.
Beatrice Tucker became director in 1932.
After several years in the public health
realm, Dr. Tucker, who was the first
woman resident at the University of
Chicago Lying-In Hospital, accepted Dr.
De Lee’s offer to direct the Center. It
was the goal and mission of the Center
and Dr. Tucker to give the best possible
care to the inhabitants of the Maxwell
Street neighborhood while
simultaneously teaching resident doctors
and nurses. Their work paved the way
for modern obstetric care.






B i J s S
y A'” s

A o,

.?4’.'\"-’ - ’-' i~






Florence Scala

Community Activist, Business
Owner, Life-long Near West Side
Resident

The name Florence Scala is tightly
integrated into the history of the
Maxwell Street neighborhood’s struggle
to survive. She would wage battle against
the City of Chicago, Mayor Richard J.
Daley and the Illinois Supreme Court
over the destruction of the
neighborhood to make way for the
University of Illinois’ Chicago campus.






Florence eventually found her
way to Hull-House where she
made many life-long friends.
She joined a dance class and a
theater group. Florence
credited Hull-House and her
dance teacher, Edith de
Nancrede, as being
responsible for her further
exposure to the arts.
Florence’s father played opera
music at home, but her Hull-
House experience she
described this way, “...Hull-
House extended us, at least it
did me. Music was important
and music is still very
enriching.” She was present at
Hull-House in November of
1937 when First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt visited. Florence
was among several girls
chosen to visit Mrs. Roosevelt
in Washington D.C. The
exposure to Hull-House and
its social justice mission would
impact Florence for the rest of
her life.
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While Maxwell Street is known to be
the birthplace of iconic food, music,
men, and places, it also engendered
some of the most influential women
in the history of Chicago. Elizabeth
Smith Marcy, Dr. Beatrice Tucker,
Johnnie Mae Dunson, Florence Scala,
and Carrie Robinson each
contributed to creating the fabric
that is the tale of Maxwell Street.
Here are their stories, brought
together for the first time to
demonstrate that the history of
Maxwell Street is not strictly male,
that these women and their
perspective roles added significantly
to the rich and varied history of this
legendary neighborhood. Maxwell
Street encompassed the best and
worst that life had to offer, and each
of these women participated in
creating the cohesive, vibrant
community that was Maxwell Street.
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