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'El Nino' Returns, Bringing Likelihood of Warmer, Dry Winter


The cycle of warm seas, cool seas off the South American western coast has shifted again, bringing back warmer Pacific Ocean surface temperatures that ultimately determine Kentucky's weather, the chief agricultural weatherman at the University of Kentucky says.


"El Nino has returned, and the latest models say that's going to impact us later in the fall and certainly as we move into winter," said Tom Priddy, Extension meteorologist at the UK College of Agriculture.


"We should have at least moderate conditions, and this could mean warmer than usual winter temperatures," Priddy said.


Kentuckians and residents of other states along the Ohio River Valley may start to notice the impact of El Nino late this fall, he said.


Meteorologists noticed the emergence of a weak El Nino throughout August, but that should begin to strengthen.


"Our models call for a slow buildup in warm Pacific sea surface temperatures over the next weeks.  Once that gets fueled up, it can shift the jet stream, and that will tend to give us more warm temperatures," Priddy said.


 That doesn't mean Kentuckians won't have to endure snow or frigid temperatures.  It just means the state shouldn't suffer through long periods of snowfall and cold.

Priddy said the El Nino hints that Kentucky farmers will enjoy dry conditions at the right time -- harvest season.


He also said Kentuckians just enjoyed a record summer.


"Kentucky had its second-coldest July in 115 years.  We've also had above-normal precipitation over the last six months," Priddy said.


The amount of rainfall means the state has an abundant supply of drinking water.  "We're far, far away from a hydrologic drought, which would affect the water we drink," he said.


Farmers also have enjoyed enough rain to support a good harvest -- but agricultural water needs are subject to be fickle.


"The farmers are in good shape, but it just takes a couple of dry weeks to change that," Priddy said.
