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AT LEI SURE' S EDGE RADI O DOCUMENTARY

00: 00 MJSI C:

[M1]

ORGAN_ROCK

00: 05 HATTI E:

Kentucky was a big place when | was a little girl.
My grandpa told stories of wide rivers, rich

farm ands, big cities, and black and white fences
t hat zi gzagged across the Bl uegrass. He descri bed
pl aces where tobacco and coal were kings, where
bourbon was the drink of choice, and where horses
fetched nore noney than what whole famlies could

earn working their entire lives.

My grandpa did nost everything a black man coul d
do when he was younger. He worked the river in
Onensboro, built roads in Louisville, and dug coal
in the nountains. Today we would find that odd to
work in so many different places --- to be so
footl oose. But back then, black fol ks were al ways
on the nove. He always said that it was harder to

hit a noving target.

And for black folks that didn't nove away to sone
great northern city --- for those us that decided
to stay, we still noved. W noved oursel ves on the
inside, enotionally and spiritually, because if we
didn't stir things up, nobody else would do it for

us.
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Fact was, the good ‘ol days were not always so
good --- life neant working, and work was hard ---
but just |ike everywhere, when work was done, we

al ways found tinme to play.

01: 35 SOUND: HAUNTI NG CHI LDREN PLAYI NG FORESHADOW NG

01: 44 HOST: Al'l public parks established and maintai ned for
the recreation, pleasure and welfare of the white
popul ation in cities of the second class shall be
hel d, managed and controlled by a “Board of Park
Comm ssioners (Wiite)” of the city wherein the
parks are |located, and all public parks
establ i shed and mai ntained for the recreation,
pl easure and wel fare of the col ored population in
cities of the second class shall be held, managed
and controlled by a “Board of Park Conm ssioners
(Colored)” of the city wherein the parks are

| ocat ed.

My O d Kentucky Hore.

02: 20 MUSIC. [ M 2] ?2UP AND UNDER THRU NEXT SEGVENT

02: 54 HATTI E: That sumer of 49 was the first tinme | |eft
Ashl and. | was a young lady then and | was so
excited --- | was nervous too. In Ashland, bl ack

fol ks had their own churches, schools, & stores --
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04: 20 MUSI C: [ M 2]

- we had our own community. | didn’t know many
white folks, so | didn't know what to expect when
we hit that open road. | knew one thing though, we
weren't driving since we didn’t own a car and not
many bl ack fol ks had cars then anyway. Even if we
di d have car, daddy didn’'t know how to drive ---
mama di d t hough, and | guess she | earned nannying
for rich folks. Funny that daddy could work all
day like a bull and not know how to drive. He
woul d never admt that he couldn’t, but | could

tell he was ashaned.

So where were we going that sumrer? It seenmed |ike
bl ack fol ks had cousins, uncles and fam |y about
everywhere, and we were visiting famly in
Paducah. W were going to the 8'" of August, a

bl ack holiday, and we were staying at a bl ack
resort park. US H ghway 60 fromthe nountains to
the flatlands. | was so amazed | tingled. My mana

said not to worry, since | was never |eaving hone.

BACK UP AND FADE

04: 33 SCOOP BROWN:

05: 30 MUSI C: [ M 3]

[ SCOOP 1] W used to wal k from hone...

QUI CK UP_AND UNDER

06: 08 MUSI C: [ M 3]

OUT QUI CK
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06: 11 JAMES O, JONES:

07: 00 SCOOP BROWN:

07:06 JAMES O JONES:

08: 15 MJSI C:

[ M 4]

[ JONES 1]

[ SCOOP 2] | think Snoke...

[ JONES 2] Snoke Richardson and golf and Trees

SLOW FADE UP AND HOLD, FADE AND UNDER

08: 38 HOST:

Snoke Richard’s Ochestra would really jazz up the
Charl es Young Community Center Christmas Dance.
Dare | explain the inportance of nusic to black
heritage? A few words: Blues, Jazz, Soul, R&B

Rap...

Now who was this Charles Young? And why was
Lexington’s first black conmunity center, built
with WPA funds in the 1930’s, nanmed after this
man? There is power in nanes after all. Dougl ass
Park was naned after Frederick Douglass and this
comunity center was naned after Col onel Charles
Young, the highest ranking black officer in the US
mlitary prior to Wrld War 1. He wasn’t a buffalo
soldier --- he was the product of these early

bl ack sol diers’ determ nati on.

Dougl ass & Charles Young Parks were part of a
| arger, publicly funded bl ack park system nanaged

entirely by black fol ks. Lexington had one of the
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10: 27 PEARL

10: 56 PEARL:

11: 24 PEARL

12: 05 MJUSI C

nost wel | -organi zed bl ack park systens in the

sout h.

Al t hough Col onel Young was a strong nan, we
mustn’t forget that white fol ks had nore parks and
they were bigger and better funded. Despite this
di sparity, our city parks are our ol dest public
recreation spaces in the state & we should

cel ebrate themas such ---- Black folks did, as a

| ocal newspaper descri bed:

Fred Dougl ass Park, the first public park for

col ored peopl e ever opened in Lexington, was

dedi cated yesterday afternoon with el aborate
exerci ses, preceded by a parade fully a mle in

| ength and managed entirely by the commttee of
colored citizens appointed to arrange for the

cel ebration. A crowd estimated at 5,000 filled the
park and heard the program of addresses and nusic

whi ch had been arranged..

[ SUPER SUNDAY]

Dunki ng Cont est

| amthe voice of the Dirt Bow ...

PEARL RAP
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12

12

: 15 REF:

.58 MUSI C [ M 5] :

[ PRE JODI Cl ]

JODI G E

13: 20 PEARL: [ KEY | NTERVI EW

14: 30 PEARL: [DI TTO

15: 20 SOUND: NORTHSI DE! !

15: 30 HATTI E: Basketball, just |like any sport, was a privilege

you earned after a good day’s work. And hard work
we did --- some nore than others, but we all found
time to let off steam Back when fol ks didn't have
TV's and air conditioners |ike today, we created
our own entertainment. If we didn't, we’ d get

tired of waiting for something to do...

Wen | was a little girl, recreation in our city
par ks was programred by what was then called the
Cvic League, and they took recreation very
seriously. Their idea was sinple: when people,
young and ol d alike, played a variety of
chal I engi ng ganes, they becane better people. And
everybody was a winner. A community that played

t oget her stayed together.

So what kind of ganes did we play? Let ne read

froman ol d newspaper:
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Last week’s special feature, the pet show, was a
t remendous success. Special awards went to M ss
Lucy’ s tal king toad Ester and M. John’s nerry
skunk Stinkweed. A scavenger hunt and peanut
scranble will be held this Monday for children 8
to 16 years old. Prizes will be awarded. A m dget
contest for junior boys and a Gypsy hike to

Sout hend for all girls will be held Tuesday.
Wednesday will be the shuffle-board and checker
tournanents for adults. For juniors that night
will be a make-up contest between the girls and

t he boys. The amateur contest will be held

Thur sday night as usual. Al those who can perform
stunts, sing, dance, or play an instrunent are
invited. Friday night will be this week’s speci al
event with a lantern carnival, comunity singing,
and the first gane of the seniors’ boundbal

t our nament .

17: 20 SOUND: Rl VER S| DE AND FROGS

17: 33 SOUND: SHAWNEE PARKS BALLOON GLOW
18: 11 EVONE COLEMAN: [ SET UP SHAWNEE PARK]

18:45 MUSIC [ M 6] : TANI ETTA GAI NS
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19: 45 MUSIC [M 7] :

ORGAN BLAST FADE DOWN AND CONTI NUE UNDER

20: 30 HOST:

Shawnee Park, along with Iroquois and Cherokee
Par ks, are Kentucky’'s ol dest and | argest urban
parks. But there was a tinme when a bl ack

i ndi vidual got arrested for strolling through any

of these parks.

In 1924, police arrested a bl ack school teacher

for taking her elenentary school children to

| roquoi s Park. Although Louisville was exenpt from
the state | aw segregating urban parks, this 1924
incident pronpted city officials to keep whites in

the | argest parks and bl acks to a handful.

Louisville s park systemwas the | ast urban park
system desi gned by Frederick Law O nsted before he
retired in 1895. It is hard to visit an Anerican
city and not find the touch of A nsted ---
ironically, he didn't intend for segregation to be
in that touch. O nsted believed that properly

desi gned parks, with a variety of spaces, were
sceni c therapy for a grow ng nunmber of | aboring

Ameri cans, regardl ess of class, race, or gender.

Don’t get me wong, O nsted wasn’t pro-black, but
he was socially progressive for his tinme. Before

he was a park designer, he travel ed the Southern
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22:15 CH CKASAW

23: 15 CH CKASAW

23: 50 CHI CKASAW

25: 58 HOST:

States in the 1850's as journalist. His widely
read accounts of the South criticized slavery and

fuel ed many abolitionist causes in the North.

Despite his influence, he couldn’'t stop the US
Suprene Court from making Jim Crow | aw of the | and
in 1896. 25 years later, Louisville invited

O nsted’ s Son to design Chickasaw Park, the city’s

cl assi est col ored park.

Now Chi ckasaw i s were bl ack fol ks went ...

[ RAPPI NG W TH THE OLD DUDES BY THE POND

[ BY THE TENNI S COURTS]

[ KEEP THI'S TENNI S SECTI ON]

Wen we admire the success of pro athletes today,
we should al so admre the decades of experience on
whi ch these athletes stand. Tennis tournanments in
the 30's and 40’ s attracted conpetitors fromfar
and near to play on Chickasaw s fanpous cl ay

courts.

Sonetimes history is forever changed with one

expl osive stri ke of genius.

Cassius Clay, born in 1942, grew up a few bl ocks

from Chi ckasaw. Before runmble in the jungle, A
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crui sed the park on his bicycle sporting w ngtips
and a full serving of attitude. One wonders if he
ever drifted back to Chickasaw s quiet, serene
| andscapes when he was exacting his thunderous

signature on world chanpi onshi p boxi ng.

26: 45 AL: [ CHI CKASAW PARK PLAY]

27: 55 MRS: [ LOVER S LANE]

28: 22 MR [ NECKI NG AT LOVER S LANE]

29:45 MUSIC [ M 8] : HAPPY ORGAN

30: 45 MRS: [ FOOD, WHI CH NEEDS M DDLE SECTI ON CUT OUT]
32:15 AL: [ FOOD]

33: 22 MRS: [ BIRD S ROOST TEA]

33:50 MUSIC [ M 9] : HARD ORGAN

34: 10 HOST: | wonder if any of these men ever got a little

Bird Roost Tea? If they did, it was the |east of
their worries...Mana coul d be tough, but the | arger

soci ety was tougher.

Most bl ack Sout herners worked in the npbst sweaty,
mundane, and hazardous jobs, when jobs were
avai l abl e, and generally received a raw deal in

life.
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35: 45 MUSI C [ M 9] :

J11

VWhat constitutes a raw deal ? Let nme break it down

for you.

In the decade that saw the creation of Dougl ass
and Chi ckasaw Parks, Anmerica wtnessed 2 of the
nost violent race riots inits history. East St.
Loui s saw upwards to 200 bl acks murdered and in
Tul sa 60 bl acks were killed and an entire
communi ty and business district were | evel ed.

Bet ween 1911 and 1921, roughly 450 bl ack Anericans

wer e | ynched.

And in My Od Kentucky Honme? In the spring of

1911, WIIl Porter was strung up in a MLean County
Opera House and a frothing nob charged adm ssion
to not only watch the Iynching, but prem um payers

could bring a gun to fire on the helpless victim

Qobviously the vast majority of Kentuckians were
nei ther lynched nor part of a |lynch nob. W nust
not forget though that our shared history includes
violent racism More inportantly, despite the

vi ol ence, segregation and hardship, bl ack

Kent ucki ans found not only the tine to work, but

al so the perseverance to fill their parks with

recreati on, hunor, and | ove.

HARD ORGAN BACK UP. FADE OUT AND UNDER
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36: 00 OSCAR

37:25 R COLEMAN

38: 15 SOUND

.12

[ FI RST MEMORY OF PADUCAH|

[ SOLD YOU MOTHER AND BROTHER]

[ PARK SPACE]

38:30 R COLEVAN

39: 15 OSCAR

39:49 R COLEMAN

34: 10 HOST:

[ AVENUES OF COOPI NG

[ PARK BOARD]

[ STUART NELSON]

VWhat’s in a nane? A great deal. Stuart Nel son Park
is the largest park in the state naned after a
bl ack Kentuckian. But |ike nost black spaces,

there’ s al ways sonet hing hanging off...

Before Stuart Nelson was a park, it was a
sanitariumfor folks wth the nost contagi ous

di seases. After the city tore down the sanitarium
inthe early ‘30s, it opened the space as a bl ack

par k.

Nobl e Park, dedicated in 1921, was a white-only
park prior to integration and is today Paducah’s
prem er park. Al though Stuart Nel son was
beautifully | andscaped and was the focus of bl ack
community life, the park fell into disfavor with
t he bl ack community when a nei ghboring race track

built horse stables adjacent to the park.
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39:49 R COLEMAN

42: 45 HOST:

43: 00 C. GAINS:

43: 45 OSCAR

44: 05 C. GAINS:

44: 45 MJUSI C [ M 10] :

.13

Before black folks visited Stuart Nel son, they
recreated in Rol andtown and Hook’ s Parks, which no
| onger exist. Blackburn Park is today an active

nei ghbor hood park for Paducah’s east end.
[ NOBLE' S SW MM NG POOL]

The ol dest bl ack holiday in the Kentucky has been
held in Paducah for over a century. The 8'" of

August Emanci pati on Day Cel ebrati on.

The venue m ght change, but the reason is always

the sanme: the celebration of freedom
[8™ OF AUGUST]

[ BREAKFAST DANCE]

[ Bl G BAND MUSI C]

SMOOTH ORGAN

45: 20 HATTI E:

We use to cel ebrate Emanci pati on Day on January
1Y, but in Western Kentucky they noved the
celebration to the warm days of sunmer. | guess soO
t hey coul d cook bar-b-que all day. | did hear one
curious story though. Black fol ks out here not
only cel ebrated the freeing of Anerican Sl aves,

but al so celebrated the first successful sl ave
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revolt in history which began in August of 1791 on

the island of Haiti.

Whet her it was for bar-b-que or Haiti, fol ks cane
to Paducah by the train |load. Excursion trains

fromSt. Louis, Chicago, and other northern cities
woul d reunite black famlies for this holiday, and

we'd eat and dance until our bodies said NO MORE

Now it was tinme for some rest and relaxation at a
great Kentucky |ake. My map said, “Cherokee State
Resort Park, the finest colored park in the South
for Negroes...” Aurora, Kentucky. Qur bl uegrass

roads sure had sonme nysteries then

46:35 J. WH TE: [ PEOPLE CAVE FROM ALL OVER..OODLES! |
47:01 J. WH TE: [ PERSONAL | NTRO)

47: 50 LI FEGUARD: [ FOLKS WANTED TO BE W TH THEI R OAN KI ND]
48: 10 OSCAR: [ EVERYBODY WENT TO CHEROKEE]

48: 45 LI FEGUARD: [ BBQ

48:55 J. W TE: [ DR GERALD HART]

49: 25 LI FEGUARD: [LOT OF MEAT ON THEM BONES]

50:30 J. WHI TE: [ AlR CONDI TI ONED FOR W FE]

51: 05 LI FEGUARD: [ BEACH AND SAND]
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52: 05 LI FEGUARD

52: 05 HOST:

.15

[ ALTHOUGH | NTEGRATI ON CAME ALONG

Cherokee Resort Park is no |longer a park. In 1998,
Murray State University | eased the space to host
their sculling teans. The fornmer |odge is now a
trophy house and the grounds are clean --- but
barely a whisper of history blows through these

trees today.

Back in the glory years from 1949 to the m d-* 60s,
Cher okee Park enpl oyed a full-tinme staff of
I'i feguards, managers, cooks, ground keepers, and

clerks. The park offered a boat |aunch, bath house

and about a dozen cottages --- and it was all
black --- and it was the only black state park in
Kent ucky.

When the state parks finally integrated, they

| ocked Cherokee’s doors, stopped the children

pl ayi ng, and noved her cottages to nei ghboring
Kenl ake State Park. Wen integration occurred

t hroughout the state, many bl ack public
accommodat i ons | ocked their doors or fell to ruins

because the noney wasn’t there..

But the nenories will always remain. Segregation

m ght not be cool to tal k about today, but for
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55: 15 MUSI C [ M 11] :

.16

bl ack fol ks who lived through it, segregation was

a fact of life.

So, how do we preserve our public history?

Cher okee’ s | odge now honors Richard H Lew s.
Wuld it matter if M. Lewis ever visited this
pl ace, or if he was from Kentucky, or if he was

white or black? 1'Il let you decide.

50-m | es east of Cherokee is Jefferson Davis
Monunent, whi ch honors the birthplace of the
Conf ederacy’s president. \Wen the nonunent was
conpleted in 1924, it was the highest concrete
obelisk in the world. Less than 100-mles
northeast of this towering obelisk, is Abraham
Lincoln’s Birthplace, a National Historic Site.
The site was established 2-weeks after the

creation of Douglass Park in 1916.

| f our state is big enough to honor the extrenes
of Southern history, then our state and urban
parks can at |east acknow edge and support our

comunity history.

Now get your eyeballs of this TV and get yourself

into a park.

QUTRO ORGAN. FADE AND UNDER
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55: 30 PLAY: [ BLACK GuM

56: 45 MUSI C [ M 11]: OUTRO ORGAN. SOLI D
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