
 

 
2020 Winter Convention 

Portland, Oregon 

 
RESOLUTION #2020 - 15 

 

“SUPPORT OF AFFILIATED TRIBES OF NORTHWEST INDIAN’S REPRESENTATION 

AT THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS FOOD SOVEREIGNTY 

ADVANCEMENT INITIATIVE POLICY SYMPOSIUMS” 
 

PREAMBLE 

 
We, the members of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians of the United States, invoking the 

divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves 

and our descendants rights secured under Indian Treaties, Executive Orders, and benefits to 

which we are entitled under the laws and constitution of the United States and several states, to 

enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian 

cultural values, and otherwise to promote the welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish 

and submit the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) are representatives of 

and advocates for national, regional, and specific tribal concerns; and 

 

WHEREAS, ATNI is a regional organization comprised of American Indians/Alaska 

Natives (AI/AN) and tribes in the states of Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, Nevada, 

Northern California, and Alaska; and 

 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, welfare, education, economic and employment 

opportunity, and preservation of cultural and natural resources are primary goals and objectives 

of the ATNI; and  

 

WHEREAS, misguided federal policies have stripped tribal nations of land and access to 

healthy traditional foods; and 
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WHEREAS, as a result of these federal policies AI/AN face significant health disparities 

including higher rates of chronic diseases such as Type II diabetes and cardiovascular disease 

compared to other populations; and  

 

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for Northwest Tribes to devise strategies and policy 

on food sovereignty; and 

 

WHEREAS, food sovereignty strengthens agriculture, localizes food systems, improves 

economies, and improves the health and well-being of Native children, family and cultures; and 

 

WHEREAS, ATNI’s primary goals and objectives are focused on health safety, welfare, 

education, economic and employment opportunity, and preservation of cultural and natural 

resources; and 

 

WHEREAS, the ATNI Food Sovereignty Sub-Committee was formed to increase the 

support for dissemination of information, and policy development including protocols and laws 

impacting the tribal food system; and 

 

WHEREAS, the ATNI Food Sovereignty Sub-Committee provides an opportunity for 

Northwest Tribal leaders to engage in dialogue with other tribes, organizations and decision 

makers to share information, discuss needs and issues, strategize, and develop regional and 

national policy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) has developed a 

National Food Sovereignty Advancement Initiative; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NCAI Food Sovereignty Advancement Initiative will hold four food 

sovereignty policy symposiums in the areas of agriculture, water, land, and climate action policy; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, these food sovereignty symposiums will gather information on how the 

federal government can alter the policies to empower food production efforts of tribal nations; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the information gathered will be synthesized into a series of policy reports 

to be released by NCAI next year; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that Northwest Tribes provide input at these NCAI food 

sovereignty policy symposiums to ensure Northwest Tribal priorities are included; now  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ATNI supports the attendance of 

representatives from the Food Sovereignty Sub-Committee at the NCAI Food Sovereignty 

Advancement Initiatives policy symposiums to communicate the needs of ATNI tribes.  
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CERTIFICATION 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2020 Winter Convention of the Affiliated Tribes of 

Northwest Indians, held at the DoubleTree by Hilton - Portland, Oregon, on January 27-30, 

2020, with a quorum present. 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

Leonard Forsman, President    Norma Jean Louie, Secretary 

 

 


