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countries and regions plagued by
conflict and crises.

The issue features many valuable
contributions. Media workers,
Jjournalists, and content creators
talk about how they have gained
credibility in telling the stories of
victims in conflict-afflicted countries.
We read Mayssoun Azzam'’s
experience with humanized news,
in which the victims made the
headlines with their stories. Rasha
Qandil, an Egyptian journalist,
provides a deep analysis of media
coverage at a time when armed
conflicts are changing around the
world. We also cover social media
platforms who are advocating for
urgent causes. In this regard, Salah
Marashy, a Syrian photographer,
presents his photography project
that seeks to document the
archaeology and monuments of
Aleppo damaged or destroyed by
war. From Iraq, Aya al-Qaisi inspires
us with her account of how she
faces the challenges of disability
and uses social media to advocate
for the rights of people with special
needs in her country.

Part of the issue is devoted to

the pressing challenges facing
humanitarian action today. Fiona
Terry, an expert in international
humanitarian law, explains her
conversion from a “neutrality-
sceptic” to a true believer in the
purpose and necessity of not taking
sides in war.

Rasha Mahmoud, head of the
Arabic Translation Unit at the ICRC's
Regional Communication Centre

in Cairo, discusses the dilemmas
of translation in the context of
humanitarian response and the
translator’s critical role in identifying
and responding to the needs of the
affected population.

Continuing Al-Insani’s role in
producing original content that
explores the common connections
between international humanitarian
law and the traditions of various
cultures and religions, artist
Anastasya Eliseeva presents a work
exploring the links between African
traditions and the law of armed
conflict. Finally, we read a dialogue
between two Arab female writers
from different generations and
countries — Iraq and Yemen. Both
countries have been exhausted by
war, yet both authors are trying as
hard as they can to overcome this
through their writing and stories.
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A Humanitarian Compass for Media Workers

Contents

* Displacement in Yemen: seeking minimum care in a camp where time has stopped, by Imene Trabelsi, ICRC
spokesperson for the Near and Middle East.

To highlight the harsh humanitarian conditions being endured by displaced people living in the desert area of Maareb in
central Yemen Trabelsi tells the story of Fatima, describing the unbearable misery and distress suffered by Yemenis in this
protracted bitter conflict since 2014.

* The helmet, by Aram Hussein, ICRC communication officer in Karkuk, Iraq.

File: A humanitarian compass for media workers

* Fashionista and humanitarianista: building a better world, by Mayssoun Azzam, political anchor and news
resenter with the TV channel Al Arabiya News.

n this article, Azzam writes about how the role of the media has developed beyond merely presenting news to “humanizing”

it, with various media platforms now having sufficient impact to be able to change media consumers’ understanding and

perception of news.

* When war becomes material forjokes: our ethics and representation of women in time of war, by Atef Othman, an
Egyptian translator the ICRC Regional Communication Centre in Cairo.
This article explores the stereotyping of women in time of war and use of their suffering as material for jokes and memes on
social media Blatforms. It is based on monitoring of how some newspapers and social media users shared and commented
on photos of Ukrainian women in ways that sexualized and objectified them.

*» New media and new spaces for women in times of conflict, by May Ajlan, Egyptian researcher specializing in
women’s issues, peace and security.

This article seeks to answer a number of questions about the role played by social media in countries experiencing armed
conflict, how social media platforms have helped support women’s rights during war and conflict, and the obstacles that stand
in the way of increasing the effectiveness of these platforms.

* Spirits of the past on a banknote, by Nada Thakib, an E%yptian writer and photographer.

The world is becoming increasingly violent, enveloped in the flames of war, assault, killing, kidnap| in?, natural disasters and
unprecedented global warming. This ‘“red reality” exists alongside a “blue virtuality” populated by the likes of Facebook and
Twitter, among others. In this article, Thakib examines the changing features of the social media world and asks: can we
draw up a charter to respect people’s feelings and pain? And if we can, will it be observed and respected?

* This is what social media gave me, by Aya al-Qaisi, an Iraqi activist for the rights of people with special needs.

In this article, al-Qaisi traces her journey supporting people with special needs through the use of social media platforms.
She relates how her activities on these platforms have led her to support people who have challenged disability and played
an active role in their communities.

* A mixture of ghotography and social media - Salah Marashi interviewed by Ola Alojaili, communication and media
officer at the ICRC subdelegation in Aleppo, Syria.

In this interview, we are introduced to the efforts of Salah Marashi to document the architectural heritage of Aleppo, especially
in the light of the crisis that has afflicted Syria and caused the destruction of large parts of this ancient city.

* Alternative newsroom: | write about the boats and helicopters in my eyes, by Salma Anwar, an Egyptian journalist
and novelist.
Salma tells stories from her career in journalism, during which she has covered many wars, conflicts and other state crises.

.BIE%SS than i: quarter of a century: on journalism, war and other things, by Rasha Qandil, an Egyptian journalist and
resenter.

Qandh)recalls the highlights of her journalistic career and work covering the evolution of wars in the wider Middle East. In
doing so, she analyses the transformations that occurred on battlefields and the challenges inherent in war reporting.

* Algeria fires: social media leads humanitarian action, by Farid Belounas, an Algerian %ournalist.

Focusing on the role of social media in covering the forest fires that have affected Algeria in the last two years, Belounas
notes that not only did it contribute to promoting solidarity among Algerians, it also allowed fellow Arabs to get involved by
wfrfiting é)osts and using hashtags to express their solidarity and willingness to provide humanitarian assistance to those
affected.

* Between the weaponization and humanization of information: digital technologies are a double-edged sword.
Digital technologies — how they are used and against whom — are among the “new” realities that pose challenges for
humanitarian organizations, especially the ICRC. In recent years, humanitarians have been paying greater attention to
technological developments when designing humanitarian responses in various contexts.

* Taking action, not sides: the benefits of humanitarian neutrality in war, by Fiona Terry, head of the ICRC’s Research
and Expertise Centre.

Terry explains her conversion, following first-hand experience, from sceptic to genuine believer in the purpose and utility of
maintaining a neutral stance in war.

* The translator is a traitor: translation in humanitarian response, by Rasha Mahmoud Abdel Fattah, head of the
Arabic translation unit, ICRC Regional Communication Centre in Cairo.

In this article, Fattah addresses the claims of betrayal and disloyalty often levelled at translators and examines the process of
translating into Arabic in a conflict-stricken region rife with linguistic, communication and cultural challenges.

* Tool on African traditions and the preservation of humanity during war, illustration by Anastasya Eliseeva.
A photo essay presenting the similarities between African traditions of war and international humanitarian law texts.

* Egypt, blessed be the abode — an interview with Buthaina al-Nasseri, by Safa Nasser, a Yemeni writer living in
'Iqr?(lerg'reat Iraqi writer Buthaina al-Nasseri talks to Nasser about her literary achievements and about Iraq and the theme of
exile in her work. She also discusses her latest projects in creative writing and film directing.

* The helmet, by Aram Hussein, ICRC communication officer in Karkuk, Iraq.

* On the periphery of diaries, by Ahmed al-Qaisy, a former Iraqi prisoner of war.

* Without retouches: when prison letters give you a third eye, by Nidal Rahmy, a Palestinian journalist.

* From around the world

* Publications

Editorial

Humanizing the Media: Mission
Possible

ritics, researchers and

the public in general have

often expressed their

impatience and frustration

with the mainstream
media’s news coverage of victims
of wars, disasters, and other
humanitarian emergencies. The
media, they say, often treats those
victims as statistics, rather than as
humans. The higher the number
of victims, the higher “the value” of
the news and the faster it makes
headlines. As valid as this criticism
is, it focuses on only one side of the
story. For there are many journalists,
digital content creators and
mainstream media outlets that work
hard to go beyond the statistics
and produce appealing humanized
content.
Humanizing content in the media
means giving people affected by
war, violence, and natural disasters
the space to tell their stories,
talk about their experiences, and
express their suffering, expectations,
and dreams. It means giving the
victims a voice. These humanized
narratives — whether in writing,
photos, audiovisual production, or
any other means — build a stronger
and more interactive relationship
with audiences and go beyond the
language of statistics to establish
a human connection between
affected populations and audiences.
In other words, the most impactful
media is that which produces
appealing and inspiring human
stories.
This has been recognized by
increasing numbers of newsrooms
editors and content creators
working for TV stations, websites,
print media, and social media
platforms. They have been placing
individuals and communities at the
heart of media coverage, depicting
their experiences, listening to their
stories, and documenting their
suffering and their resilience. At the
same time, they have continued to
uphold the ethical rules that protect
the dignity of people and ensure
their respect.
To celebrate Al-Insani’s 25th
anniversary, this issue highlights
the challenges facing those seeking
to humanize the news and media,
exploring the ethics of journalism,
and participating in the continuous
debate on the reality and roles
of the media today, especially in
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