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The purpose of communication is to exchange meaning. A large territory of the brain is involved 
in representation and access to meaning. Here, I will discuss studies of stroke patients that 
shed light on the nature of this semantic system. Studies show that action and perception 
systems of the brain are important for representation of meaning, and when these systems are 
impaired, processing of the meaning of related words is also impaired. Furthermore, 
impairments in processing meaning are seen especially when, with left hemisphere damage, 
functional connectivity to the right hemisphere is compromised. This highlights the importance of 
taking connectivity into account in lesion-symptom mapping, and the potential compensatory 
role of the contralateral hemisphere. Finally, I will discuss the role of anterior temporal lobe in 
semantics, and whether it is involved in processing both lexical and non-lexical meaning. 
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This lecture will be held at the University of South Carolina: 
Room 140, Discovery I, 915 Greene Street, Columbia, SC 29208 
Date: Thursday, Octover 18th, Time: 2pm – 3pm Eastern Time 
 
The lecture can also be followed online from your computer, tablet or smartphone, via the 
following GoToMeeting address (no password required): 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/667426173 
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States : +1 (872) 240-3412 
Access Code: 667-426-173 
First GoToMeeting? Try a test session: http://help.citrix.com/getready 
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