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Advocating for the Legal Rights of People with Disabilities 

Know Your Voting Rights  

Absentee Voting

Requesting an absentee ballot
To vote absentee, you must request a ballot from your town or  
city clerk. You can make a request by mail or in-person.  The request 
form is available online at: https://sos.nh.gov/elections/voters/
absentee-ballots/request-an-absentee-ballot.

If you request an absentee ballot but are not registered to vote,  
your town or city clerk will send you both your absentee ballot  
and your absentee voter registration forms and instructions.

You can request an absentee ballot for both the primary election  
and general election on the same form if both elections occur during  
the same calendar year.  However, New Hampshire does not have a  
permanent absentee voter status, so you will need to request an  
absentee ballot each and every election cycle in which you wish  
to vote absentee. 

Plan ahead! Although there is no deadline to request an absentee  
ballot, you should request it as early as possible so that you have  
plenty of time to fill it out and return it.

Returning your absentee ballot
You can return your ballot to your city or town clerk by: 

1. Mailing it. If you are mailing your ballot, it must be received by 5 
p.m. on Election Day. To ensure your ballot arrives on time, mail it at 
least two weeks before Election Day.  If your ballot arrives after the 
deadline, it will not be counted. 

2. Returning it in-person. If you return your absentee ballot in- 
person, you must do so by 5 p.m. on the day before Election Day.   
You will need to bring a form of ID. Town and city clerks must be avail-
able between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on the day before the election  
to receive your ballot. 

If you cannot mail or deliver your ballot in-person, there are other ways  
to make sure your ballot is counted. The laws and rules around these 
alternatives are very complex and you should contact your city or town 
clerk to learn more.
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Election Day emergency
If you experience an emergency on Election Day, including illness or 
hospitalization, and you can’t make it to the polls, contact your town or 
city clerk.  Someone from your clerk’s office will bring you an absentee 
ballot and return it to the polling place for you. 

You may qualify for an absentee ballot if:
• You will be absent from your city or town on Election Day

• You cannot vote in person because of observance of a religious 
commitment

• You have a physical disability that prohibits you from voting  
in person

• You have an employment commitment (including caregiving)  
during the entire time the polls are open  

• You are a member of the armed services (or a spouse or 
 dependent of a member) and will be absent on election day

• Absentee ballots may also be available when a weather  
emergency impacts an election

 RSA 657:1

If you have questions about voting in NH including absentee voting or think your  
voting rights have been violated because of your disability you can contact 

 DRC-NH to speak with an attorney free of charge. 

Disability Rights Center - NH
Protection and Advocacy System for New Hampshire

64 North Main Street, Suite 2 
3rd Floor, Concord, NH 03301-4913

MISSION: The Disability Rights Center is dedicated to 
eliminating barriers to the full and equal enjoyment of  
civil and other legal rights for people with disabilities. 

twitter.com/DRCNH  
facebook.com/DisabilityRightsCenterNH

WEBSITE: www.drcnh.org EMAIL: mail@drcnh.org

VOICE AND TDD: ............................................................... (603) 228-0432
 1-800-834-1721

FAX: .......................................................................................... (603) 225-2077

TDD access also through NH Relay Service
VOICE AND TDD: ............................................................. 1-800-735-2964

DRC-NH receives funding from the Help America Vote Act to ensure full participation in the electoral process for individuals with disabilities, including registering 
or casting a vote, and accessing polling places. This publication was supported solely by federal funding from grants from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, Administration for Community Living/Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities; The contents are solely the responsibility 
of the grantees and do not necessarily represent the official views of the grantors.
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