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SardaDevi asaFreedom Fighter

Participation of women folk of India was quite
sgnificant in Indian struggle of Independence.
MahatmaGandhi encouraged womenfolk totake
part in this struggle. Odia women were not an
exception to this and Odia women like Rama
Devi, SardaDevi, Janavi Devi and many of them
voluntarily jumped into this Sruggle.

Sarala Devi played a
heroic role among these women
folk and could place her at a
conspicuous place.

SaralaDevi washornon
9" August 1904 &t village Narilo
near Balikuda of Jegatsnghpur,
the then undivided district of
Cuttack. She was born in awdll
to do Zamindar family and she
gpent her childhood with her unde
who was a Deputy Magistrate in
the colonia Govt. Her uncletook
alot of carefor her studies and she was inspired
from her childhood to become a poet a leader
and a socid worker. At Banki she could know
about Rani Suka Devi and was quite influenced
by her sacrifice and patriotic sprit. She thought
from her childhood that “God has creasted mae
and female in human race without making
digtinction between the two”. This revolutionary
thought from her childhood subsequently gave her
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Spirit to be equa with maes. During this period,
the girls were forbidden for higher studies and
thus she read privately at her home and became
fluent in Odia, Bengdi, Hindi and English. She
got married at the age of 14 as per the custom to
Late Bhagirathi M ohapatrawho was an advocate
and was a soldier in the freedom struggle. The
early marriagedid not saidy her.
But shewasfortunate enough to
have a loving, caring and
sympathetic husband like Bhagu
Babu, who guided her to be a
participant in the mainstream of
nationd freedom movemen.

Being an enlightened
women, she fdt very much for
the subaltern position of women
. in Indiain generd and in Odisha

b particular. She devoted her

energy and potentidity how to
emancipate the women from their downtrodden
position. In true sense Odishawas|acking behind
in the struggle of emancipation of women in
comparison to Indian scenario. Sarala Devi
became bold and brave and without caring the
socid customs and tradition, she emerged as an
emancipator of women setting asde her domestic
life. She was mostly influenced by Late Naba
Krishna Choudhury (Late C.M of Odisha) and
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met Mrs. FridaDaswifeof Er. SarangadharaDas
who encouraged her to come out of home and to
do something for motherland.

SardaDevi joinedinthe‘MahilaSamg’
“Sponsored by Smt. Lavanyabati Devi, the
daughter of prominent author of “Odia Bhasha
Kosha’, Gopal Krishan Prahargj. This
organization encouraged the women fold of
Odisha to join in the Freedom Movement. In
1924, the provincid conference was organized
a Cuttack Municipdity ground for the freedom
gruggle. Though a lot of women attended this
meeting, but they were seated behind a bamboo
curtain and listened to the speeches. One
uncommon thing happened that Sarala Devi
suddenly emerged out of the curtainand delivered
along firing speech. Her act was not appreciated
by the other women like Rama Devi, Hamavati
Devi, Sorgjini Choudhury etc. Shebrokethe Odia
tradition by coming out from the four walls of the
house and went to attend the 35" Congress
Session at Nagpur. In the year 1921, while
Mahatma Gandhi was addressing a meeting at
the river bed of Kathjodi in Cuttack, nearly 40
women including Sarala Devi attended this
meeting. The charisma of Gandhiji’s speech
moved themind and heart of Odiawomen to such
anextent that RamaDevi, SardaDevi, Shallabda
Das and Kuntala Kumari Sabat, donated in free
handto“Tilak Swarg Fund’. Alwaysshesincerdy
worked for the Congress Party. The Dandi Y atra
of 1930 steered by Gandhiji gave agood impact.
In Odisha Gopabandhu Choudhury took active
part in the salt satyagraha a Inchudi. In another
part at Huma, Sarala Devi went with her forceto
take part in this Satyagraha. She carried out her
campaigning a Berhampur. She established an
Ashram named as “Udjoga Mandir” at
Berhampur and madeit her battle ground. At that
time Ganjam was under Madras Presidency.
Madras Govt. took SardaDevi to police custody
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and sent her to Velore Jail. She was the 1¢ lady
prisoner of Odisha and Sargjini Naidu was the
1t |ady prisoner of India. Madras Police took
her in the Madras mail and in every station
thousands men and women greeted her. Shewas
set fee and came back to Cuttack. At Cuttack a
great meeting was held. Kuntala Kumari Sabat
presided over thismeeting to pay ovaionto Sarda
Devi. During her gay a Vdlore Jal she camein
contact with Durga Deshmukh Devi and
Padmabati Subhadra Devi. In this jail Sarda
improved her English knowledge and sheread a
lot of English booksand could write lettersto her
husband in English. She formed “Nikhila Utka
Parisada’ in which women from variouswalks of
lifewereincluded. During this period, to educate
the women (both socidly and paliticaly) Sarda
Devi darted to perform severa dramasby making
road shows. In true sense this performance
mobilized alot of women who wereinitiated with
the principle of sdif liberation. Saralagot involved
inanumber of different organizations, may it bea
socid or palitical organization. She gave e oquent
speeches and sang patriotic songs in every
mesting. In 1933, SardaDevi organized awomen
voluntary organization for the 46" congress
session which was held a Puri. Through this
voluntary organization, she could organize
branchesin every town of Odisha. In1933 Sarda
Devi along with Nabakrishna Choudhury
attended ahuge peasant meeting at Anakhia. She
encouraged peasant movement when shewasan
M.L.A. In the later part of her life she was
attracted towards socialism and became an active
member in the Utka Congress Socidist Party in
which leaderslike NabakrishnaChoudhury, Mdati
Choudhury, Bhagabati Panigrahi were active
members. She was mourning for the peasant and
their poor living. She took dl initiaive to uplift
them from the state of poverty. When Mahatima
Gandhi came to Odisha in 1933 to organize
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“Harijana Seva Sanghd’ in Odisha, Sardla Devi
took an active part in thisorganization and visited
village to village to propagate the ingrained
ideology and for the upliftment of Harijana and
eradication of untouchahility.

Sarda Devi was the firg lady to join in
the non-co-operation movement. She was
influenced by “Satyabadi Jatiya VVanabidydaya’
which was conddered as a man making work
shop, and thisled her to establish “ Alaka Ashram”
at Jagatsnghpur with the hep of her husband with
a handsome donation of lands and cash.

Intheyear 1936 Odishabecame separate
province, Sarala Devi became a M.L.A. (from
193610 1941). Inthe assembly she could ddliver
gpeeches both in English and Odia very fluently.
She took a prominent role and placed bills for
women education and their upliftment, eradication
of child marriage, dowry sysem. During her tenure
the bill for establishing “Utkd Universty” was
passed. She was a prominent member and
officiated as a Speaker in the Assembly.

Thus SdaraDevi struggled for morethan
3 decades and could place hersdf in aconspicuous
figurein Odisha. After independence shewasnot
satisfied with the working style of the Congress
Party and joined in Prgja Socidist Party. Before
joining the party she wrote a letter to Jawaharla
Nehru expressing her dissatisfaction for the
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working style of the Congress Party. Sheused to
write to Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru and even to
Mr. Churchill the then P.M. of England. Shewas
perhaps the 1%t Odia lady who was not afraid of
a al to express the views independently to

anybody.

Sheauffered alatin her life. Theuntimely
degth of her husband and only son gave her good
ded of sorrow and agony. But she did not give
way and worked as usud. She passed away in
1986 leaving behind a history for hersdlf and
Odisha
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