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More than just high-speed Internet

● Access
● Skills
● Opportunities
● Economic Development
● Full Potential

What are some Challenge(s) and/or Opportunities to close the digital gap?



IT'S TIME TO CLOSE 
THE DIGITAL DIVIDE IN 
NORTH CAROLINA

At least 1.1 million North Carolina 
households lack access to 
high-speed internet, cannot afford 
it or do not have the skills needed 
to take advantage of the digital 
economy. Gov. Roy Cooper has a 
plan to close the digital divide to 
achieve digital equity for all North 
Carolinians.







Digital Equity as a Service

● Digital Equity Economics
● Important Collaborations
● Scaling Cross-Sector Innovation
● Networking and Public/Private Partnerships

What are some Surprises? How about Successes?



Digital Equity as a Service - HERO Project 



Social Change starts with … ?

● Leadership and Trust
● The Five C's
● Broadband Connections
● Tools and Training
● Support and Advocacy

Where's the finish line of this "ultra-marathon" and what does it look like?



New Wave of Innovation

● North Carolina's Digital Navigator Initiative
● Examples of Public/Private Partnerships that have worked
● North Carolina Digital Equity and Inclusion Collaborative
● Celebrating Digital Inclusion Week (Oct. 2-6, 2023)

Where is the sweet spot for Comprehensive Community Infrastructure?

How do diverse perspectives and cross-sector engagement lead the way?



Final Thoughts



Q&A





Become a Marconi Society Member

Networking 
Opportunities

Access to member-only 
networking invitations, 

including virtual events with 
Marconi Society Board and 

Fellows

Event 
Advantages

Preferential rate for events 
tailored for our members: 

Award Galas, seminars, 
interactive workshops, and 
expert-led panel discussions 

Magazine 
Feature

Exclusive opportunity to be 
featured in the Marconi 

Signal magazine that 
showcase your insights, 

experience, and 
contributions.

Monthly 
Newsletter

Stay at the forefront of 
technological advancements 

and innovations.

Contact Yeimidy Lagunas at ylagunas@marconisociety.org for more information. 

mailto:ylagunas@marconisociety.org


Thank you!
Join our mailing list to receive the latest updates: 

https://marconisociety.org/join-our-mailing-list/

https://marconisociety.org/join-our-mailing-list/

