MAR 25 2014

Michael Scott, Ph.D.

Chair, Pacific Scientific Review Group
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
c¢/o Scripps Institution of Oceanography
LaJolla, CA 92037

Dear Dr. Scott:

Thank you for your letter providing the minutes and recommendations from the April 2013
meeting of the Pacific Scientific Review Group (SRG). The SRG made a number of valuable
comments and recommendations to help guide science in NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), which are addressed in the enclosure.

I appreciate the continued service and contributions of the members of the Pacific SRG in
providing advice and support to NMFS in accordance with the Marine Mammal Protection Act,

and I look forward to your future recommendations to improve the science supporting the
conservation of marine mammals.

Sincerely,

L/ivull wuvusen

Enclosure



Responses to Recommendations of the
Pacific Regional Scientific Review Group

The Scientific Review Group (SRG) recommends that NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) cooperate with the State of Hawaii to collect more information about Hawaiian
near-shore fisheries. NMFS’ Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center (PIFSC) is currently
evaluating State of Hawaii fisheries effort data to better understand and characterize the fisheries.
We expect PIFSC and the Pacific Islands Regional Office (PIRO) to use the data to describe the
fisheries for the 2015 List of Fisheries and to update the SAR’s fishery description appendix.

We recognize that collection of information on marine mammal interactions in fisheries around
Hawaii remains challenging. For federally-managed fisheries around Hawaii, protected species
(seabirds, sea turtles, and marine mammals) interaction data are collected in logbooks, or in the
case of the longline fisheries, through an observer program. At this time, there is no observer
program for state fisheries. The State’s commercial fishing reporting forms collect information
on depredation but not marine mammal interactions. As far as we know, the State is not
planning to revise the data collection form in the near future.

Despite these challenges, NMFS continues to work cooperatively with the State of Hawaii and
other partners to assess and address marine mammal interactions in state-managed fisheries.
NMEFS and the state of Hawaii are currently updating their existing Endangered Species Act
(ESA) Section 6 Cooperative Agreement to include the Hawaiian insular false killer whale.
Additionally, the State of Hawaii has submitted a proposal for federal funding in response to the
recent Federal Funding Opportunity that intends to address priority recovery actions for the
Hawaiian insular false killer whale. Additionally, NMFS’ PIRO and PIFSC continue to
coordinate with the State to provide education and outreach to Hawaii’s fishermen about
protected species, which helps improve relationships and build trust with Hawaii's sport and
commercial fishing sectors.

The SRG recommends that NMFS consider excluding the area off the northwest side of the
Island of Hawaii and the Alenuihaha Channel for mid-frequency sonar use, as such sonar has
been implicated in mortalities in resident groups of melon-headed, Cuvier’s, and Blainville’s
beaked whales. NMFS considers the nature, level and spatial extent of activities expected co-
occur with resident populations in both the analysis and in the development of mitigation
measures. As new information becomes available, NMFS will continue to evaluate the need for
such a closure and will provide updates to the SRG via the SRG Liaison.

The SRG recommendation that NMFS conduct harbor porpoise assessment surveys in
Washington inl  d waters is appreciated, given that abundance estimates for these animals are
greater than eight years old. The U.S. Navy recently contracted for a survey of the all the basins
of Puget Sound proper - an area that until now has never been systematically surveyed. This
survey was completed, and density estimates for these areas are anticipated in the spring. The
Strait of Juan de Fuca and the San Juan Islands, however, were not included in the survey.

Regarding the SF 7’s recommendation that new surveys be conducted for harbor seal stocks in
Orc n and Washington, we recognize that the abundance estimates for these stocks are out of
date. To remedy this, NMFS recently partnered with the U.S. Navy for a NMFS/Washington









