“A Tradition of Native American Housing”

C , -
SEEKING A LESGISLATIVE EXEMPTION TO THE REQUIRMENTS OF THE FEDERAL

FLOOD DIASTER PROTECTION ACT OF 1973

Background

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood maps communities. In some instances,
flood mapping of tribal lands occur while FEMA is aerially flood mapping communities surrounding a
tribe. Many tribes have been flood mapped in this manner. The Federal Flood Disaster Protection Act of
1973 (the “Act”) prohibits the use of federal funds, including the Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG)
and the Indian Community Development Block Grant (ICDBG), on sites that FEMA has mapped as
being in a flood plain, unless a community or tribe participates in the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) and purchases flood insurance. Flood insurance is very expensive and continues to increase.

The Act also requires regulated lenders to impose flood insurance on their borrowers on flood plains.
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FEMA'’s process of removing a
site from a flood plain, cannot be
obtained on a site that is below
the BFE. This means that homes
on these sites can’t have federal
funds spent on them if a tribe
joined the NFIP.
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A community (including a tribe) that participates in
the NFIP is required to adopt flood standards on
floodplains as established by the NFIP and enforce
these standards. Adopting a flood ordinance is a
burdensome and costly process. It requires a tribe to
hire a certified flood plain manager, develop and
enforce flood standards, require certified elevations
when building or rehabilitating on flood plains, and
maintain tribal records on all new home
construction and rehabilitation. Enforcement of a
flood ordinance triggers federal penalties if not
enforced. Flood insurance, both within and outside
the NFIP market, is expensive and on the rise.
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