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Brad Cory – The Nature Conservancy (Colorado) - brad.cory@tnc.org.  In 2009 Brad received a degree in Marketing from the University of Denver, after which he worked in the in outdoor brands industry.  Realizing he needed a change he attended the University of Colorado to get his MS in Sustainability Planning and Management.  For his MS he worked with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) on ways to make conservation easements more lucrative to landowners. After his MS, Brad went to work for the CO Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust where he worked to find funding for and do easement transactions with Colorado ranchers and farmers.  Brad now works for TNC Colorado and does real estate transactions and manages their Purchase, Protect, Resale program.  Between school and on the land work, Brad has learned a lot about the business side of carbon markets and how they might be utilized to facilitate conservation.

Katherine Hegewisch is a project scientist at the University of California Merced, where she is an applied researcher in the Applied Climate Science Lab. She helps to maintain large climate datasets (past observations, forecasts and future projections) and develops web tools to improve the accessibility of climate data. She is a lead developer of the Climate Toolbox, an online suite of over 20 web tools which provide climate and hydrology summaries on maps and graphs to inform decision making related to heat stress, drought, agriculture and wildfire danger. Hegewisch earned her B.S in applied mathematics and statistics from California State University Chico, and her M.S. and PhD in physics from Washington State University. The data and tools she helps develop have been used in National Climate Assessments and in peer-reviewed scientific publications and are used every day by decision makers to monitor the climate. khegewisch@ucmerced.edu

Courtney Peterson is a climate adaptation specialist with the Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science (NIACS) and the USDA Southwest Climate Hub, based out of the Forest and Rangeland Stewardship Department at Colorado State University. One of Courtney’s major roles is to serve as the Adaptive Silviculture for Climate Change (ASCC) Coordinator, where she focuses on disseminating ASCC project findings and translating them into outreach and training opportunities with land managers and scientists working to manage forests for climate change adaptation. She also provides climate science communication and adaptation planning resources and training to natural resource professionals interested in increasing their skills in applying science-based decisions within an adaptive management context. Courtney.Peterson@colostate.edu; Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science | NIACS

Imtiaz Rangwala is a Climate Researcher at the University of Colorado Boulder and the Climate Science Lead for the North Central Climate Adaptation Science Center. He is a climate scientist engaged in advancing the understanding of changing water balance and climate extremes driven by anthropogenic climate change, and its relevance to ecosystem response. His work includes understanding, and working with, future climate change uncertainty in the context of decision-making and climate adaptation, and has extensive experience in the development and communication of useful and usable future climate change scenarios for natural resource management in the Intermountain West and Great Plains region. imtiaz.rangwala@colorado.edu

Gregor Schuurman is an ecologist with the National Park Service Climate Change Response Program.  He works with parks and partners to understand and adapt to a wide range of climate change impacts.  His work focuses on 1) incorporating climate science into management and planning, 2) producing and synthesizing management-relevant science, and 3) developing climate change adaption tools and concepts. He previously worked on T&E species conservation and climate change adaptation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and holds a Master’s degree from the University of Minnesota Dept of Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior and a PhD from the University of Washington Department of Zoology. Gregor_Schuurman@nps.gov

Lindsey Thurman is a Partnerships Ecologist for the Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Center (NW CASC). She is a freshwater community ecologist with expertise in amphibian ecology and conservation. Lindsey received her M. S. and Ph.D. in Wildlife Science from Oregon State University and a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology & Conservation from the University of Florida.  Her research currently focuses on identifying climate change refugia for stream-associated amphibian species in timber-managed landscapes. Lindsey also leads a community of practice among agency, university and non-profit partners centered around species’ adaptive capacity (AC) in a changing climate and improving the incorporation of AC information in natural-resource management and conservation planning through training, guidance and tool development.  She is lead author of the notable climate science paper, “Persist in place or shift in space? Evaluating the adaptive capacity of species to climate change” (Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 2020). lthurman@usgs.gov

Benjamin Zuckerberg is a professor in the Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Zuckerberg received his Masters from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst and doctorate from the State University of New York where he then went on to serve as a research associate in citizen science at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. His research focuses on how modern climate change and habitat loss influence wildlife behavior, abundance, and distribution. Members of his lab often work closely with natural resource managers to provide guidance on various aspects of climate change adaptation. Dr. Zuckerberg teaches a course on Climate Change Ecology and is a strong advocate for the role of citizen science in understanding how species will respond to the global pressures of the 21st century.  bzuckerberg@wisc.edu






