












Innovation
Kentucky is a state in which people tend 
to self-identify with the county they are 
from. For this project, a dynamic 90-foot 
long interactive media wall themed as 
“Celebrate Kentucky” was developed for 
a prominent location in the main lobby 
to highlight the state’s diverse culture 
and traditions. 

Photos from across Kentucky, as well as 
video of people, places and scenes from 
the state, and text panels from a poem 
by Jesse Stuart, a renowned Kentucky 
writer, provide a sense connection for 
patients, family and staff who might 
feel out of place in a large academic 
medical center. The display is changed 
four times per year to reflect the 
changing seasons and create another 
level of engagement. 

This special feature wall is a welcoming 
gesture to constituents and has 
exceeded the Owner’s expectations as a 
tool to engage and delight people from a 
wide range of economic, education and 
social backgrounds.
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Tim Broekema, Celebrate Kentucky Wall, Mixed Media, First Floor, Pavilion A

This hospital serves a culturally, 
economically and ethnically diverse 
patient population. A large institution 
such as this can be intimidating, 
especially to a family coming from a 
rural location. One of the key concepts 
behind the art program is to provide a 
strong connection to the community – 
resonating with patients and families 
on a human and personal level.

The vision came from Dr. Michael Karpf, 
Executive Vice President for Health 
Affairs, who recognized the power of 
great architecture and art in supporting 
the spiritual and emotional well-being 
of patients, families, caregivers and 
staff. 

Art is integrated into the facility by 
using major commissioned pieces 
to indicate significant public spaces 
and decision points. Music therapy 
is accommodated by a 305-seat 
auditorium, while a premier collection 
of artists with Kentucky connections 
working in a various media and styles is 
installed throughout the hospital.  

When taken with the building design, 
the overall goal is to reduce stress by 
providing a sense of coherence through 
familiar, supportive and meaningful 
encounters, with the goal of providing 
improved outcomes through overall 
physical, emotional and spiritual 
support for the individual.

Creative Approach

AECOM

Selection Process for 
Commissioned Art Pieces:  
RFPs were issued for specific large-
scale pieces in public areas, such as 
the art glass located in the chapel 
and the sculpture in the main lobby. 
This was not intended to be be 
simply public art, but rather pieces 
that would embody the aspirations 
of the program to provide a healing 
environment enhanced by artistic 
expressions. Specific budget ranges 
were provided for each piece. 

The Art Committee, including 
community members, artists, 
faculty, curators and UK HealthCare 
executives and staff, comprised the 
selection panel.

The finalists were invited for a site 
visit and to have a dialogue with the 
Art Committee. The finalists were 
then asked to develop a conceptual 
approach for artwork at the site 
and to make a presentation of 
their proposal, including concept, 
materials, size, weight, hanging 
requirements, details of maintenance 
guidelines and budget.   The finalists 
were compensated ($2000) each 
for their participation in the final 
selection process.

Left:  Warren Seelig, Gingko, Painted steel and 
painted stainless mesh, Atrium

Above and Below Right: John Reyntiens, 
Springtime in Kentucky, Glass and paint, 
Hospital Chapel








