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Making Their Mark

SIGNATURES, FAMOUS AND ORDINARY,

SET AMERICA'S COURSE AND REVEALED THEIR OWNERS
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he act of signing your name can be routinely

simple, or it can be the stroke of a pen that
changes many lives—and the course of history.
We sign for credit card purchases many times each week.
We write our names and a message on cards to colleagues re-
tiring, getting married, or ailing. We provide our signatures
to acknowledge the receipt of a package. We affix our signa-
tures to petitions with thousands of other citizens.
Our actions probably don’t change the world much.
But some figures in American history have, with a simple
stroke of a pen, changed the world for thousands or millions

of people, for better or worse.

Opposite: President Johnson with his mentor as a senator, Senator Richard Russell, at the White
House, December 7, 1963. Johnson used his imposing stature as one tool in his own brand of political
persuasion, known as the “Johnson treatment.” Above: On the afternoon of April 14, 1865, just hours
before he assassinated President Lincoln, John Wilkes Booth left this calling card for Vice President
Andrew Johnson at his Washington, D.C., hotel. George Atzerodt was to kill Johnson that night, but
he lost his nerve. It is still unknown why Booth left his card with Johnson. Left: George Washington’s
signature on his letter to Congress asking how he should resign as Commander in Chief of the
Continental Army.
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PROGRAMME OF MUSIC

by
The String Orchestra of the Royal Air Force

Condauctor - Wing-Commander R. P. O'Donnell, M.V.0,
I
é{_ﬁ?

“Ay-ay-ay' (Mexican Serenade) - - ; Friere ‘l
“Carry me back to Green Pastures™ . . Pepper
*On Wings of Song™ . 3 G ; 7 . Mendelssohn
"o of the Soviet™ | x z 2 5 3 Curzon
John Hancock signed his name so large, .
and with such flair, on the Declaration of “Seremade” . . ., .+ Moz
Independence that “John Hancock” has be- m
come a synonym for signature. T
President Harry S. Truman signed two
I
executive orders in 1948 that desegregated
9 “Serenade ele” . . . . . . Chsminade
the nation’s armed forces and the federal —
o . “Deep River” . . . . . . arm, Coleridge-Taylor
workforce. Within a year, 18 agencies had e L e
desegregated, and some agency heads who “Skye BoatSomg” . . . . . am Moffat

had not cooperated were removed from their

positions.
President Thomas Jefferson, who held

deeply contradictory beliefs about the mo- P Speey
rality and legality of slavery, signed legisla- ol -

e

tion abolishing the international slave trade
and hoped co finally settle one aspect of the - = Gononal of the Simy H H Hnold _For Eveasd Bicdyes ’f
COHtCnthL.lS fstee off by = Vid 5 o Sy General SIS Fplonow Maihal of Svcalion F Ya Fedaloi W {
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Museum in Washington, D.C., “Making _ — ¢ """"{ti)fﬁj/&* o Biise A Pl /,;;»- a
Thef1r Mark: Stories Through Slgnat.ures, s Brollomow Gomeelintins fr I Bt Hos ooelloncy 1./ Ml &%
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ed by the Lawrence E O’Brien family and

members of the board of the Foundation.
The exhibit draws on the billions of

. y, S | ) 7
government records and artifacts from 19 [Entraned /‘/‘{J‘._-L y é Y, Z"

National Archives facilities nationwide to

showcase a unique collection ofsignatures— Top left: John Hancock’s famous and distinctive signature appears on the Senate “credentials” for Tristram
Dalton, of Massachusetts, February 10, 1799. Above: At a dinner during the Potsdam Conference on July 23,
1945, President Harry Truman asked attendees to sign the program. Truman, Winston Churchill, and Joseph
behind them. Stalin signed the cover, and others signed the inside pages.

and signature artifacts—and tell the stories
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September 1, 1950

LE
YNITED STATES guARD OF PARD

Dr. G. G. Killinger, Chairman
U. S. Board of Parole

Washington, D. C.
Dear Dr. Killinger:

Ring Lardner, Jr. is serving a Federal sentence in
Danbury, Comnnecticut, for contempt of Congress because he
refused to answer questions regarding his political affilia-
tions. I understand he will soon be eligible for parole.

I have known Ring Lardner, Jr. since 1941. To the
best of my knowledge he is a respectable, law-abiding citizen

and I think his present conflict with the law is entirely
conscientious and, however mistaken, should be viewed with

charity.

In view of the fact that his wife and five minor
children depend on him for support, I trust that the Parole
Board will give sympathetic consideration to his case, for
I do not believe that he will use his release from custody
in any way harmful to his country now that the courts have

decided he was wrong.

This letter is written in behalf of an old friend
of whose political views I know nothing, but whatever they
are T believe they are sincere, although they may differ

radically from my own.

Very respectfully yours,

Katharine Hepburn
179 Allyn Street
Hartford, Connecticut

Actress Katharine Hepburn wrote to the U.S. Board of Parole on behalf of screenwriter Ringgold Wilmer “Ring” Lardner, Jr., on September |, 1950. Lardner and nine
others had been found guilty of contempt of Congress and were blacklisted from Hollywood by the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC).

“This sweeping exhibit is an opportunity
to showcase not only notable signatures,
but the signatures and stories of people un-
known to history, and how they have made
their mark on the American narrative,” said
Jennifer Johnson, the curator of the exhibit.
““Making Their Mark’” uses items from
all over the country,” Johnson added, “and
these records allow visitors to see the scope
and breadth of the records the National

Archives preserves.”

Making Their Mark

Many of the treasured documents in the
immense holdings of the National Archives
are inscribed with signatures.

Many of the signatures are notable, such
as those of the 56 men, including John
Hancock, who signed the Declaration of
Independence, becoming traitors in the
eyes of George III. Others are famous
individuals, such as legendary actress
Katharine Hepburn and baseball great

Jackie Robinson.

Hepburn, noted for her portrayals of fear-
less women, wrote a letter to the U.S. Board of
Parole in 1950 asking that screenwriter Ring
Lardner, Jr., be granted parole. Lardner had
been jailed for refusing to testify before the
House Un-American Activities Committee
investigating communism in Hollywood.

By doing so, Hepburn was putting herself
and her career at risk. Nonetheless, she went
on to enjoy a long and acclaimed film career

despite the letter.
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Then there are signatures of those whose
marks on history may have been fleeting but
reveal the world around them. In World War
11, a Japanese American inside an internment
camp signed a loyalty questionnaire. In 1938
a Jewish tailor amid the increasing Nazi pres-
ence in Europe wrote to President Franklin
D. Roosevelt pleading for help in leaving
Hungary because of “political happenings.”

In the 19th century, Texas landowner
Polly Lemon petitioned Congress but, un-
able to sign her name, only signed with her
mark, an “X.” So did Harriet Tubman, who
served as nurse, cook, spy, and scout for the
Union during the Civil War. Decades after
the war, a determined Tubman, signing with

an “X,” sought a pension for her services

during the war.

Frederick Douglass wrote to President
Abraham Lincoln in 1863 asking that his
son, the first African American to enlist in
the Union Army from New York, be dis-
charged because of illness.

Above: The cigarette holder was one of President
Franklin Roosevelt’s signature accessories. Left: In
his letter to the Continental Congress on December
20, 1783, at the end of the Revolutionary War, Gen.
George Washington asked how he should offer his
resignation, “whether in writing or at an audience.”
His deference to Congress set an important
precedent for civilian rule. Right: General Eisenhower
wearing an “lke jacket,” 1943. After the general had
the standard army jacket shortened and tailored, it
became standard issue after November 1944.
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CONFIDENTIAL

-

6, Timing of such & proposal is very important. If such &
proposal is made, 1t should be done wery soon, before either Russia
or the U.S. has accomplished a men-in-space mission.

Ts If we wait until we make the first orbltal flight, and then
propose an exchange, it would appear that we are "rubbing it in" a
little and are willing to throw a little informetion to our poor cousins
who could mot do it themselves. This would probably do us more harm
than good in the attitude with the rest of the world.

8. 1If, on the other hand, we wait until the Russians have made
the first orbital flight before we propose such an exchange, it would
eppear that we are trying to get informstion om how they did it because
we have not been able to do the same thing. This would also do us
harm in the eyes of other countries.

9, To summarize, we stand to galn information in an exchange of
visits, while giving little information that 1s not already known.
value of such a proposal and visit should be very favorsble
for us, if the proposal is made from the U.S. and before either country
has made an orbital flight.

10. One wey to assess the value of such & proposal is to think
of our reaction and the reaction of other countries if the Russians
make such & proposal firat. It appears that we stand to gain by making
the proposal first.

1l. It is realized that there are many considerations invelved in
such & proposal. HNASA, State Department, Intelligence, and many other
government sources concerned must have vitel inputs that will determine
whether the proposal is not only feasible, but advisable.

12. The proposal is herewith submitted for consideration.

M St Gunpuih Lot Gy

Lieutenant, USN umum,mnr;”
ﬁ\,f ,?/,émﬁr okl S
John H. Glenn Virgll I. Grissom
Lt. Col., USMC Captain, USAF
~tt—tmir Lt. Cmdr., USN

Capkain, USAT ﬁ?\"mp“”‘“’ AT

Left: When NASA proposed in a memo that the United States and Russia cooperate through an exchange of visits, five of the seven astronauts signed the memo.
Right: The original Mercury Seven, 1960, were to be the first American men in space.

e 66

Below: Eisenhower’s

short snorters,” a collection of 19 bank notes, representing over 10 countries and signed by over 90 men and women. Servicemen adopted the
tradition of signing and exchanging currency and then sharing a drink with those they met along the way. Opposite: Harriet Tubman’s general affidavit relating to her
claim for a pension, ca. 1898. She signed with her “X,” claiming $1,800 for her wartime service as a nurse, cook, and scout.
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well known to De reputable and entitled to-credit, and who, being duly sworn, declared in relation to %rﬁs&id

case as follows:

(NorE.—AMants should state how they gain a knowledge of the facts to which they mw:y )

.,_/fffl ;’(M—»L O W e 74 .5 g

.................................................................................................................................................................

e 2. R ﬂ-?m et ﬁ—zz,c(dffft%’
""f;’l .Zt/ti'-’ e ﬂ{fp,{ X2t L. Lt Tr R R
Xfw?ﬂé P /5—:@//’“ P 22> ) oo Coceads. n;,_
___(‘/34 22 7"’&17" /7? (ﬁ’i:? X{fm— o7 g ’;/’u-éc./( S |
22 oG z".o/g,—;uv{ﬂ /%.9 ﬁ-hc*{d e N &(ﬁ&-ﬂ-—-:w-n
o et B 27 Ao Bt

%fc A et

C-/.-,.....Z{ {&'M‘\/f ("/ f&%m %M A e.ﬂ——s--e_% AC—‘?‘!.

é«_@/ o2 Zory //FzMV‘&f{ﬂ-& SRR T
.ﬁzﬂ—c"[ (E-cg 4

J.: - A J o ke s e ik
further declare  that. S CEE-C wesintevest in said case and. (L ET
-med:concerned in its proaecut:on B0l R N O %”,

((j’/k’//f // ///_'G/?,/‘ XZW Xré-ﬂ“”“'?’
X (.Jfﬁe/(f tf)zééff

(If Afliants sign by mark, two witnesses who writs sign hgr:‘,i Blgnatares of AfManta.)
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Above: Frederick Douglass wrote to President Lincoln in late August 1864, asking that his youngest son, Charles, be discharged from the Army. He noted that Charles
was sick and had served for 18 months. Right: Lincoln wrote on the back:“Let this boy be discharged.” Opposite: Richard Nixon’s application to be an FBI special agent,
April 29, 1937. Nixon never received a reply, and in later years, FBI Director . Edgar Hoover informed Nixon that he had been accepted as a special agent but was

not hired due to budget cuts

“Let this boy be discharged,” Lincoln
wrote on the back over his signature.

Some documents are important not for
the individual names but for the strength
of many names brought together for a com-
mon cause. Among the petitions asking for
change is a letter to President Gerald R. Ford
with 75 senators signing in unity to “reaf-
firm the commitment . . . that has been the
bipartisan basis of American policy for over
26 years and five administrations.”

Then there are those that offer a window

into a very young America, such as the 1799

14 Prologue

petition signed by all employees at the U.S.
Mint, promising to return to work once
the yellow fever epidemic passed. George
Washington wrote to the Continental
Congress humbly asking how he should re-
sign as commander-in-chief so he could re-
turn to his home in Virginia.

As the Allied leaders met at Potsdam,
Germany, in the spring of 1945 to decide
the shape of the post—World War II world,
President Harry S. Truman passed around
his dinner program for all to sign. Two of the

signers were British Prime Minister Winston

Churchill and Soviet Communist Party Boss
Josef Stalin.

Some signatures didnt seem significant
at the time. In 1960, a 14-year-old from
Beverly, Massachusetts, wrote to President
Eisenhower asking for an autographed pho-
tograph. His name was Dave Ferriero, and
he was doing what millions of children have
done over the years.

Today, Dave Ferriero is Archivist of the
United States David S. Ferriero, the person
in charge of the National Archives.

“This exhibit brings a new meaning to

Spring 2014
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24. List the names of any relatives now in the Government service, with the degree of relationship,
and where employed:

....... ‘None=s ==, 4 - -

s e R S S e ———

/35, What is the lowest entrance salary you will accept? .. Stendard for sneclizl agents *
26. Are you in a position to accept probationary employment at any time, without previous notice,

and, if notice is required, how much? _____ Yes = . no_ notice Tlf‘ce ssary

27. In the event of appointment will you be willing to proceed to Washington, D.C., upon 10 days’

notice and at your own expense? _________ Yes

28. If appointed are you willing and prepared to accept assignment or transfer to any part of the

are required, for either temporary or permanent duration?_ ... _Y€8

2 photograph not larger than 3 by 4% inches. Write your name plainly
sgraph to be taken not more than 30 days prior to date of application.

Respectfully,

- .
(Signanme of appl.ieant as usually “’““scﬂ)

Nore.—If the applicant desires to make any further remarks or statements
concerning his qualifications or in answer to any guestion eontained in the applica-
tion, the same should be made on a separate sheet of paper, numbering the remarks

‘ in accordance with the original questions.

st be subseribed to by all applicants fur positions in the Federal Bureau of Investi-

. to before me by the above-named applicant, this _______ 9(7 ......... day

1957,

[OFFICIAL IMPRESSION SEAL]

U.5, GOVERKMENT FRINTING OFFICE: T—2002

>j\m 5, 12t




e our goal of increasing access to records at

&4/- & A %L ﬂ /\M‘JM’ the National Archives,” Ferriero said. “We

! see signatures that, once affixed to a docu-

ﬁ }QH_Q 0{% / ment, often produced a historic moment

: ﬁ“ M M/{‘M that changed the course of world history or

WQ/\/ W Q_Q, W}, the lot in life of a single individual.”

oC “Signatures can also tell us a lot about

% M/J—’ j their owners and the circumstances under

. L which they were made. Hancock was de-

TW M fiant, Lincoln was decisive, Tubman was

_ ¥ %ZQ)W determined, Hepburn was fearless, and

: t—’ [,/CO._— Truman was confident—all evident in their
’é}_% ‘ i a signatures or ‘marks,” Ferriero added.

W M% Not everything in “Making Their Mark”
’ is a signature on paper or parchment.

W/W Left: Robert Rosenberg, age 10, and Michael

Rosenberg, age 6, pleaded for the lives of their
parents, convicted spies Ethel and Julius Rosenberg,
in a letter to President Eisenhower. The Rosenberg
parents were sentenced to death for passing secret
information on the atomic bomb to the Soviet Union.

.
s Below left: Osama Nakata, a Japanese American
3 é %/M / internee, signed a statement, ca. 1942, that he “will
w ) .
/C"‘/m{ not serve in the armed forces of the U.S” until the
: constitutional rights of his family were restored.
% ;4 ( Z r Below right: Japanese Americans were uprooted from
7 7 their communities on the west coast and relocated
7 /U to camps such as this one at Poston,Arizona, for the
duration of the war.

If my femily are not returned this
®GONSITUTIONAL RIGHTS® of the U.S.
I will not serve in the armd forces of
the U.S., this does not mean that I
will not completely serve the armd
force of the U.S, but will serve half
way, but I am willing to preserve the
prineples of B domocray and freedom
by working in a defence plant or Ly
opperating a farm or in any other form
to help the U.,S. to win this war
providing that the U.S. goverment will
provide the fund.

Very truly yours,

R S
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Making Their Mark

President Franklin D. Roosevelt left many
famous words, but he also sought to convey
confidence for a nation pulling itself out of
the Great Depression and into World War
II. His famous ivory cigarette holder with a
quill mouth piece was his favorite and the
one he used most.

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, as Supreme
Allied Commander in Europe during
World War II, had a signature style, in his
case a jacket. He asked that the standard
issue field jacket be tailored for him, and
the result was the “Ike jacket,” which comes
just to the waist. Countless photographs
show General Eisenhower in his jacket
with other generals and with his troops. It
became standard issue to U.S. troops after
November 1944.

President Lyndon B. Johnson was known
for his ability to persuade others to agree
with his point of view after giving them
His

large and commanding 6-foot 4-inch frame

the signature “Johnson treatment.”
helped him convince many people to sup-
port his position or legislation.

A famous photograph shows Johnson
leaning over Senator Richard B. Russell of
Georgia, his friend and mentor in the Senate.
In 1964, Johnson made clear to Russell that
he was going to get the landmark civil rights
legislation through the Senate despite his
mentor’s opposition.

A signature tells a story. It may be at the
bottom of a letter, or it may be at the bottom
of legislation that will change the course of
history.

“Making Their Mark” invites visitors to
look at a signature, imagine the moment the
document was signed, and realize how the

signers have made their mark on history.

A page from a Hopi (Moqui) petition signed by all
the chiefs and headmen of the tribe, asking that the
federal government give the tribe collective title to
their lands rather than make allotments to individu-
als as determined by the Dawes Act.
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