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Natural AreasRussell R. Kirt Prairie

College of DuPage Campus

Most of the area known as the RRKP was formerly 
prairie or savanna, with marsh habitat interspersed. 
Farming provided ini�al disturbance as the Lambert 
Family was one of at least a few American se�lers to 
reside in the areas. A secondary disturbance occurred 
in 1965 when the college dug the site out to construct 
a building. The resul�ng depression soon filled with 
water. Also, the northern por�on was en�rely a gravel 
parking lot. The same year, fill from the construc�on 
on campus was spread over the gravel and seven to 
ten inches of black topsoil. In 1984, Mr. Kirt began 
taking volunteers to clear debris and commence 
restora�on efforts.
 
In 1991, Mr. Kirt expanded the preserve, recrea�ng a 
savanna habitat on the southern por�on by plan�ng 
ten bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa) and white oak 
(Quercus alba) trees the first year and 20 the second 
year, 100 yards apart. He then disked and plowed the 
area between the trees, planted prairie grass and 
flower seedlings, and spread na�ve seeds. Mr. Kirt 
also u�lized a tractor to move earth into a pile in the 
southwest por�on of the preserve to create a hill 
prairie habitat.
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