
Water for the Rural Poor

We aim at increasing the impact of poverty-reduction strategies on poor 
smallholder farmers through investments in water, by recognizing the diversity 
and complexity of their conditions and tailoring interventions accordingly.

What we do:
• We develop methodologies based on 

the concept of livelihood mapping that 
support investors and policy makers in 
prioritizing, planning and 
implementing water-related 
interventions in support of 
smallholder farmers

• We perform regional and national 
studies on rural poverty reduction 
through water interventions 

• We identify solutions for water 
technologies and approaches to 
enhance the impact of development 
projects that target poor farmers

Potential for poverty reduction in 
sub-Saharan Africa through water interventions

By increasing the knowledge on the role of 
water for rural livelihoods and adopting 
participatory approaches focusing on 
smallholder farmers, we work on building 
resilience, identifying adapted water 
technologies and promoting smart 
investments in water for poverty reduction.

Contributes to FAO’s Strategic Objective 3 Reduce rural poverty



Sustainable Land Management (SLM) 

Partners
The main partner is the recently expanded WOCAT International (World Overview of Conservation Approaches and 
Technologies) that comprises a global network of soil and water conservation specialists and a consortium of 
partners (CDE/ University of Bern, CIAT, FAO, GIZ, ICARDA, ICIMOD, ISRIC, SDC, University of Kwazulu Natal)

Adoption of good sustainable land management practices, backed up by an enabling environment, allow land users to:

• minimize land degradation and rehabilitate degraded areas;  

• improve soil management for fertility (nutrient and organic matter) and resilience to erosion;

• optimize water cycling, storage and efficient use of water/ water  productivity; 

• enhance above and below ground biodiversity.

• optimize the production of healthy food, animal feed, fibre and forest products;

• derive sustained livelihoods and benefits (income; well being; culture) from the land;

• maintain the provisioning of ecosystem services for future generations;

• enhance resilience to natural disasters (flood, drought, storms and landslides).

Outputs & outcomes

Together with partners and collaborating networks, the Land and Water Division supports capacity development of 
SLM players in:

• developing and promoting use of standardized tools and methods for SLM assessment, analysis, mapping, 
knowledge management and decision support; 

• making available national, regional and global knowledge on SLM through databases and communications as 
well as partnership among interested stakeholders; 

• strengthening stakeholders and institutions involved in SLM, through policy guidance, integrated land resources 
/territorial planning, land governance, incentive mechanisms, as well as extension, participatory 
learning-action-research, training and education.

Water for the Rural Poor

Understanding the problem
For millions of smallholder farmers, fishers 
and herders, water is one of the most 
important production assets.  Securing 
access to and control and management of 
water is key to enhancing their livelihoods. 
Water also provides a centre around which 
other interventions can be organized. Lack of 
sufficient water control and effective water 
management is one of small-holders 
farmers’ key constraints, not only to food 
production, but also to social and economic 
development and environmental 
sustainability. It is one of the critical factors 
determining rural poverty.

Partners
IFAD, IWMI, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Increasing and improving investments in agricultural water 
management to support smallholders’ livelihoods is therefore a 
priority. Poverty reduction and rural water development strategies 
need to deal with multi-local diversified livelihood systems with 
limited capacities for agricultural investment, putting extra emphasis 
on risk-preventing strategies. Indeed, the likelihood of succeeding in 
water-related investments depends on comprehensive analysis of 
dynamic opportunities and needs, which are closely linked to the 
biophysical and socio-economic contexts.  
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CONTACT US
http://www.fao.org/nr/water/news/ruralpoor.html

MORE INFORMATIONFAO - Land and Water Division (NRL)
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
Tel: (+39) 06 570 53843
E-mail: NRL-Director@fao.org


