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Recording Telephone Conversations

The FCC has no rules regarding recording of telephone conversations by individuals, but some state 
laws prohibit this practice.  

Recording Intrastate Wireline Conversations  

Recording intrastate (within the same state) wireline telephone conversations may violate state laws. 
Your state public service commission should be able to answer any questions about relevant state laws 
and rules. Find contact information at naruc.org/about-naruc/regulatory-commissions or in the blue 
pages or government section of your local telephone directory. 

Wiretapping – Wireline Phones 

Wiretapping is regulated by both federal and state governments and, when done illegally, is punishable 
by criminal sanctions. For more information concerning your state’s wiretapping laws, contact your state 
attorney general’s office. For information concerning federal wiretapping laws, contact the FBI through 
its website: fbi.gov.  

For More Information 

For information regarding interception or recording of wireless telephone conversations, see the FCC’s 
consumer guide on interception and divulgence of radio communications at fcc.gov/guides/interception-
and-divulgence-radio-communications. 

For more information on other consumer issues, visit the FCC’s Consumer Help Center at 
fcc.gov/consumers. 

Alternate formats 

To request this article in an alternate format - braille, large print, Word or text document or audio - write 
or call us at the address or phone number at the bottom of the page, or send an email to 
fcc504@fcc.gov. 

Last Reviewed 12/30/19

http://www.fcc.gov/consumer-governmental-affairs-bureau
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mediaite.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/FCC-logo.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.mediaite.com/tv/fcc-rules-chicago-tv-station-can-refuse-to-air-anti-abortion-super-bowl-ad/attachment/fcc-logo/&usg=__oRSS8SrVTZ2izw3tW4j4iEft_rU=&h=432&w=600&sz=30&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&tbnid=jp08EHsNvwB3gM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=135&ei=km6FT8HFGoTe0QHMrIW8Bw&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dfcc%2Blogo%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-us%26tbm%3Disch%26prmd%3Divns&itbs=1
https://www.naruc.org/about-naruc/regulatory-commissions/
http://www.fbi.gov/
http://www.fcc.gov/guides/interception-and-divulgence-radio-communications
http://www.fcc.gov/guides/interception-and-divulgence-radio-communications
http://www.fcc.gov/consumers
mailto:fcc504@fcc.gov

