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ArchitecturaSinica and ATTCAT

• eXist DB of historic buildings and technical terminology

• Entries written in TEI; data discoverable through Xquery

• Text data housed and modified using GitHub

• Bibliographic data housed on Zotero

• Image data currently housed on Flickr; linked with foaf in relation element

Concept: open-source, integrated research tool for 
the study of Traditional Chinese Architecture
• Geolocated entries documenting early Chinese 

historic architecture, with illustrations
• Pictorial thesaurus of the technical terminology 

used to describe the buildings and sites
• Bibliography of sources for both building history 

and terminology



ANNOTATION AND 
TRANSLATION OF 
TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE 
ARCHITECTURE 
TERMINOLOGY

• Research focused
• Team based

• Teaching faculty
• Architecture history students 

(undergrad, MA, PhD)
• Chinese Monument Working Group
• Buchanan Fellows

• Peer-reviewed through annual 
workshops

• Digitally published through:
•  ArchitecturaSinica.org
• Getty AAT

ATTCAT
Project 

Digital encyclopedic dictionary and thesaurus of 
technical terms used to describe works of 
Traditional Chinese Architecture



• 106 terms published on 
ArchitecturaSinica and 
submitted to the Getty 
AAT

• 18 more terms published 
on ArchitecturaSinica; in 
preparation for 
submission to the AAT 
(F24)

• 31 terms submitted for 
review during ATTCAT 
2024

Research Continues:
Thanks to the participation of students, staff, and faculty from 
Southeast University, Nanjing; NYU Shanghai, and Vanderbilt 

University

PROGRESS



• XML-TEI documents 
saved in a IIIIF 
manifest allows for 
“discoverable” 
annotations through 
Xquery

• ArcGIS and IIIF 
manifests

Hope for consolidating image data:
IIIF Manifests and TEI 

PROGRESS



PREDICAMENTS
IMAGES STILL AN ISSUE: FLICKR IMAGES NOT VISIBLE IN THE PRC
 SOLUTION(S) (ALL VERY TIME CONSUMING)?: 

• AWS S3 BUCKET REPOSITORY WITH IIIF IMAGE VIEWER

• IMAGE METADATA (JSTOR FORUM) 
• MANUAL ANNOTATION (PELAGIOS/RECOGITO) FOR SITE 

ARCHIVE?
• OCR (CHATGPT OR OTHER AI) FOR LABELED DRAWINGS 

IN ARCHITECTURAL THESAURUS?

OPEN-SOURCE, HUMANITIES, AND THE “RESEARCH” 
UNIVERSITY

• EXIST DB: DOES NOT PLAY WELL WITH AWS

• NEW DIRECTIONS WITH AWS

• DH AND THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
INTEREST!

(SUGGESTIONS WELCOME)

ATTCAT JUNE 2023-BACK IN CHINA AFTER THE PANDEMIC
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