Broadcast Message: Reminders for Designated School Officials to Assist F-1 Students with
Applying for Optional Practical Training

To: All SEVIS Users
Date: Nov. 15, 2021
Number: 2111- 03

The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) would like to remind designated school officials (DSOs) to ensure that F-1
students file their Forms 1-765, “Application for Employment Authorization,” for optional
practical training (OPT) within the 30-day period after the DSO:

e Authorizes the student for OPT in the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System
(SEVIS), and

e Provides the student with an updated Form 1-20, “Certificate of Eligibility for
Nonimmigrant Student Status,” endorsed for OPT.

Please note that DSOs must complete these two steps above before the student files the Form I-
765. DSOs should ensure that students who apply for OPT are aware of these requirements and
file their Forms I-765 along with all required documentation within the specified 30-day period.
Additional information and resources to assist students with filing for OPT are available on the
Optional Practical Training for F-1 Students page at USCIS.gov.

Disclaimer

This Broadcast Message is not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is it itself a rule
or a final action by SEVP. It is not intended to, does not, and may not be relied upon to create
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by any party in any
administrative, civil or criminal matter.
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https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/optional-practical-training-opt-for-f-1-students
http://www.uscis.gov/
https://twitter.com/StudyinStates
https://www.linkedin.com/company/student-and-exchange-visitor-program?trk=biz-companies-cym
https://www.facebook.com/StudyintheStates
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Js9QXKTlMUs

