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The American Cancer Society's estimates for soft tissue 
sarcomas in the United States for 2024 are: 

• About 13,590 new soft tissue sarcomas will be 
diagnosed (7,700 in males and 5,890 in 
females). 

• About 5,200 people (2,760 males and 2,440 
females) are expected to die of soft tissue 
sarcomas. 

These statistics include both adults and children. 

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/soft-tissue-
sarcoma/about/key-statistics.html 

 

Prostate SSDI - PSA 

PSA values can only be recorded / coded within 
3 months before diagnostic biopsy and 
initiation of treatment. Remember to text the 
date of PSA lab value coded.  

2024 SEER Advanced Topics for Registry Professionals Workshop: 
September 24-26, 2024 

 
Registration for the workshop will open on August 1st 

 
The 2024 SEER Advanced Topics for Registry Professionals Workshop is open to ALL cancer 
registrars and will be held virtually on Tuesday – Thursday, September 24-26, 2024, 12:00 PM-
5:00 PM EDT. The workshop will expand registrars’ knowledge of several important topics: in-
depth coding for mixed histologies, neoadjuvant treatment for breast, esophageal, and rectal 
cases, and more. There will be presentations from subject matter experts including surgeons, 
pathologists, and oncologists.  
 
Participants will complete assigned cases in SEER*Educate before the workshop. For more 
information about the SEER*Educate cases, go to https://educate.fredhutch.org, sign in or 
sign up (its free), select the Training tab, and click on SEER Educational Workshop. In-depth 
coding and abstracting training during the SEER Workshop will be based on coding of the 
assigned cases. You are welcome to complete the SEER*Educate cases even if you cannot 
attend the workshop. CE’s are pending. 
 

Note: The workshop is complimentary, but registration is required. Registration for the workshop 
will begin on August 1st and close on September 9th. The live registration link will be available 
through NCRA’s website starting on August 1, 2024.  

https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/soft-tissue-sarcoma/about/key-statistics.html
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/soft-tissue-sarcoma/about/key-statistics.html
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fakpnvrbab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0014Cj_L3r2yjTpMSjI3MhPPzztj1Hd_e0AhDpivm6h0rvgGHbWtBz0LClfMJuABbgC5ubPJhFwCFQljTiYl63_hBTTEJcVcr4jVe108Vy_P6uXYnXfh0brJmPyoL6pI7rKGhSv2F0C6PXXQd0wQlY-8EL6ivsOnFg5%26c%3Dlj7TL9qt-dj5WXQHUgIMvEbUS-13S9yG9r2cqpBnN6PN5hpthcXzUg%3D%3D%26ch%3DLYcyM9z0K7FCURCzyuAAiSlhM5v80uhp25hfHoPGeD1muF6XyRJmlQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CTracy.Sumler%40uky.edu%7Ce7f0197fc5c14ba1d8ad08dc9af72d76%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638555633626023252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pyeT45AdJ54jQ1vRwHeMAp0KCiV8F163vPeAQFMuVI0%3D&reserved=0
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Link  only  pe rtine nt pa th re port(s) fo r the  ca nce r be ing  a bstra cte d .  If the re  a re  
multip le  pa tho logy re ports tha t popula te , link  only  the  re ports tha t a re  re le va nt to  
the  se que nce  be ing  a bstra cte d . 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
KENTUCKY CANCER REGISTRY                               JULY 2024 3 

 

  

 

 

  

Need outside 
records but don’t 
know who to call? 

https://kcr-
confluence.atlassian.net/wiki/space
s/kentuckyregistrarswiki/pages/7212
94/Hospital+Contact+List 

 

Use the link for the 
‘Registrar’s Wiki’ and 
select ‘Hospital 
Contact List’.  Once 
you select the 
hyperlink, a pop-up 
box will require a 
password which is 
‘kcrwiki’ (all one word 
and lower case).  

Frances E. Ross Memorial Abstracting Award 

Frances had a deep understanding of our coding rules and consistently 
advocated for the thorough collection of high-quality data.  It is in her memory 

that we celebrate excellent abstractors with this award. 

Quarter 4, 2023:  Dianna Wiles (Jennie Stuart) 

Quarter 1, 2024: Christine Lapina (St. Elizabeth) 

Quarter 2, 2024: Karrie Ihrie (Baptist Health Louisville) 

ODS Exam Testing Dates and Deadlines 

July 19-August 10,2024; application deadline: July 12 

October 18-November 9, 2024; application deadline: October 11 

https://www.ncra-usa.org/ODS-Credential/Certification-Exam 

 

 

Reminder: Code all first course treatment even if it was 
performed at an outside facility. The expectation is to 
provide complete treatment for all cases and may require 
contacting other facilities if treatment is performed 
elsewhere.  

Meet our new team members! 
• Robin Dowell ODS – NHF East Small Hospitals Abstractor 
• Nancy Ramirez ODS – NHF Abstractor 
• Senada Elkasovic ODS – NHF Abstractor South Small Hospitals Abstractor 
• Sarah B. Johson ODS – Central Regional Coordinator 

 

https://kcr-confluence.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/kentuckyregistrarswiki/pages/721294/Hospital+Contact+List
https://kcr-confluence.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/kentuckyregistrarswiki/pages/721294/Hospital+Contact+List
https://kcr-confluence.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/kentuckyregistrarswiki/pages/721294/Hospital+Contact+List
https://kcr-confluence.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/kentuckyregistrarswiki/pages/721294/Hospital+Contact+List
https://www.ncra-usa.org/ODS-Credential/Certification-Exam
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SEER Inquiry System - Report

Produced: 07/18/2024 10:04 AM

Question 20240045
View  View
Question:
Reportability/Ambiguous Terminology--Prostate: Should cases be reported and abstracted based on ambiguous terminology, e.g., suspicious for

prostate cancer, when the physician is not treating the case as malignant? See Discussion.

Discussion:
Please comment on these specific scenarios.

1. A prostate biopsy is suspicious for adenocarcinoma, but the urologist is not considering this malignant, nor is the urologist treating for

malignancy, but there is no clear statement from the physician that this is not reportable.  Should this case be abstracted?

2. A prostate biopsy is suspicious for adenocarcinoma, and there is a statement by the physician that this is not yet malignant. Should this case be

abstracted?

3. Prostate MRI with PIRADS 4 or 5; however, the treating urologist does not call this malignant and is not treating patient for prostate
cancer.  [Example: 2024 Prostate MRI - PI-RADS 4. Follow up with Urologist states patient to repeat Prostate MRI in 1 year and continue

with yearly PSA levels and there is no mention of prostate cancer other than the PI-RADS score]. Should this case be abstracted?

Answer:
For each of your scenarios, the medical record information indicates that the case is not reportable based on physician opinion. Do not abstract

these cases.

Remember that the ambiguous terms list is to be used as a last resort. The ideal way to approach abstracting situations when the medical record

is not clear is to follow up with the physician. If the physician is not available, the medical record, and any other pertinent reports (e.g.,

pathology, etc.) should be read closely for the required information. See page 19 in the SEER

Manual, https://seer.cancer.gov/manuals/2024/SPCSM_2024_MainDoc.pdf

Year:
2024
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