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Share in the chat: 

Name, pronouns, 

and favorite 

building in the City 

https://native-land.ca/
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Sustainable Design Standards | Agenda

1. Purpose

2. Background

3. Project Types

4. Process

5. Community Outreach and Community Benefit Requirements 

6. Third-Party Certification Requirements

7. Sustainable Design Standards for City of Richmond

8. Discussion
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Sustainable Design Standards | Purpose

• Outline the sustainable design criteria required for 

City projects and projects constructed on City 

property.

• Developed to support the City’s vision for an 

equitable, sustainable, and beautiful City. 

• To be adopted as City Code.

Note: The SDS are performance standards, not design details or 

specifications.
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Sustainable Design Standards | Background 

Implementation of Richmond 300 and RVAgreen 2050

• Richmond 300 envisions Richmond as a sustainable and resilient city, “adapting to the effects of 

a changing climate, with a built environment that enhances and protects natural assets…”

• RVAgreen 2050 commits to a 45% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and net zero 

emission by 2050.

• Strategy BE-1.2.iii. Requires green building standards in all new municipal construction to achieve net zero energy 

and incorporate the infrastructure required to make them solar ready, wired for EV chargers, and compatible for 

demand response enrollment.
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Sustainable Design Standards | Project Types

Vertical Infrastructure Projects (Buildings)

• New Buildings over 10,000 SF

• Major Building Renovations replacing four or more:

• Small Project Renovations between 10,000 SF - 

20,000 SF

❑ Roofs

❑ Ceilings

❑ Windows

❑ Building Envelope

❑ Plumbing

❑ Site work

❑ HVAC

❑ Electrical

❑ Elevator/Escalator
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Sustainable Design Standards | Project Types

Horizontal Infrastructure Projects

• Parks & Community Spaces $3.5M or more

• Right-of-way (ROW) projects $5M or more 

• “Outside the Fence” projects less than $5M to 

comply with updated Design and Construction 

Manuals.

• “Inside the Fence” projects more than $50M 

 (e.g. wastewater treatment plant)
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Sustainable Design Standards | Project Types

Projects not required to follow SDS:

• New buildings or renovation projects less than 

10,000 SF

• Emergency repairs

• Utility maintenance and repair projects

• Small infrastructure projects with less than 10,000 

SF of land disturbance

• Park projects under 0.5 acre in size
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Sustainable Design Standards | Process
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SDS | Community Outreach Requirements

City of Richmond’s Equity Agenda defines equity as “the empowerment of 

communities that have experienced past injustices by removing barriers to access 

and opportunity.”

• Community outreach begins at the onset of a project’s conception.

• Transparent effort to understand the potential impacts before decisions are made.

• Site selection process incorporates community visioning and prioritizes sites with maximum 

positive and limited negative impacts to EJ communities.

• Operations and maintenance requirements to be considered at forefront of project scoping.
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SDS | LEED Credit Requirements

All new building construction 10,000 SF + and major renovation projects shall 

achieve USGBC’s LEED Silver Rating:

• 20% of Location and Transportation LEED Credits. 
• Accessible to local services, public transportation, and in appropriate communities.

• 40% of Water Efficiency LEED Credits.
• Reduction in water in exterior and interior applications, e.g. rainwater collection.

• 25% of Energy and Atmosphere LEED Credits.

• Leverages energy savings through renewable energy production.

All LEED Prerequisites shall be met as required by the LEED Rating System of the project.
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SDS | LEED Credit Requirements, cont’d

• Integrative Process. Communication across all lines of work. Kicked-off with a 

LEED charrette. 

• EV Charging Stations. Locate Level 2 charging at primary locations for public 

use.

• Site Assessment. Maximize benefits of site features including existing trees, 

solar orientation, prevailing winds, water features, etc.

• Energy and Atmosphere. Engage an independent third-party commissioning 

authority. Minimum 10% of total building energy as renewable onsite energy.
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SDS | Envision Requirements

The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure’s (ISI) ENVISION Framework checklist 

shall be used for all new horizontal infrastructure projects, regardless of size.

ENVISION Certification is required the following horizontal infrastructure projects:

• Parks & Community Spaces more than $3.5M

• Right-of-way (ROW) projects more than $5M

• “Inside the Fence” projects more than $50M 

• “Outside the Fence” project alignment with City Design and Specifications 

Manuals



In the chat, share what types 
of elements you might be 

looking to see in this 
document? 

SDS Overview | Poll
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SDS Overview | Technical Draft Example
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SDS Overview | Technical Draft Example
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SDS Overview | Technical Draft Example
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SDS Overview | Technical Draft Example
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SDS Overview | Technical Draft Example
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SDS Overview | Technical Draft Example
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SDS | Project Timeline

Drafted 

Technical 

Document

Develop 

Policy

Community  

Engagement  

Process

Final Draft  

Documents

Council 

Adoption/Code 

Change

We Are Here
Potentially CY24

Sept 2022 – 

June 2023

July 2024



Questions?
THANK YOU!
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SDS | Community Benefits Agreement

To align with RVAgreen 2050, new City development projects must address 

community priorities for climate action and resilience. 

• Community Benefits Agreement Tool

• Outlines the project’s contribution to the community and the responsibilities of the 

developer (the City) to mitigate potential negative impacts.

• Values to uphold through a CBA:

❑ Inclusiveness

❑ Transparency

❑ Coalition-Building

❑ Efficiency

❑ Clarity of Outcomes
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