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READINGS IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

 
Introduction to the Readings List 

 
Readers in the history of Reclamation will quickly learn that writers differ 

markedly on how to interpret the bureau’s past.  Historical accounts about the Bureau of 
Reclamation often, more so than for other Department of the Interior bureaus, have been 
colored sharply by their time and by the personal views of the authors.  Various, 
occasionally extreme, points of view are represented in this reading list, and, as is the 
case for many other subjects in an America driven by ideological interpretation, 
selective compilation of data from the history of Reclamation is often used simply to 
ride writers’ favorite hobby horses.  As a result, writers over time have perceived 
Reclamation as both hero and villain. 
 

Historical interpretation of Reclamation is a very complex task because constantly 
evolving and interacting technical knowledge, legislation, decisions, policies, politics, and public 
opinion have combined with the changing economic health of the nation to shape Reclamation 
for more than a century.  This reading list is an attempt to provide a starting point for readers 
interested in the history of Reclamation or the evolution of western water policy and 
development.  Before arriving at reasoned conclusions about the difficult public policy issues 
raised by Reclamation’s historic role in western water development and management, careful 
researchers will read fairly extensively. 
 

Charles Wilkinson’s Crossing the Next Meridian contains a brief overview of 
Reclamation’s history and evolution that is generally good, and readers might find that a useful 
place to begin looking at Reclamation’s history.  More recently Reclamation published William 
D. Rowley’s The Bureau of Reclamation: Origins and Growth to 1945, volume 1, which is a 
good starting point for that period of time.  In 2012 Reclamation published volume 2 of this 
series, Andrew H. Gahan and William D. Rowley, The Bureau of Reclamation: From Developing 
to Managing Water, 1945-2000.  For researchers interested in the engineering history of 
Reclamation, David P. Billington, Donald C. Jackson, and Martin V. Melosi’s The History of 
Large Federal Dams: Planning, Design, and Construction will prove useful.  Reclamation has 
also published two volumes of essays prepared for presentation at the University of Nevada–Las 
Vegas: The Bureau of Reclamation: History Essays from the Centennial Symposium. 
 

Primary and original records related to Bureau of Reclamation history.  Unlike the 
situation with most other Federal agencies, researchers in the history of Reclamation will find the 
Bureau of Reclamation’s archived records concentrated mostly in one location—the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA), National Archives at Denver, in Broomfield, 
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Colorado.  Records held there include over 9,000 cubic feet of material which include 
correspondence, memoranda, project “histories,” construction notes, drawings, plans and maps, 
and extensive photographic collections.  More recent Reclamation records and large photograph 
collections of interest to researchers are also held in Reclamation offices in Washington, D.C., 
Denver, regional offices, area offices, and field offices. 
 

Reclamation’s website contains extensive information on Reclamation projects, and that 
project information also includes a brief narrative history essay on each project. 
 

In addition, the records of the Secretary of the Interior and of other Federal agencies may 
be useful research sources.  These records are located in NARA in College Park, Maryland, and 
in various Federal offices and NARA branches in the Reclamation West. 
 

Reclamation’s history program has also conducted oral history interviews with over two 
hundred people on over nine hundred hours of tape.  Finished interviews are deposited with a 
number of repositories where individuals interested in Reclamation’s history might do research.  
Among the repositories are: the Western History Collection at the Denver Public Library; the 
Colorado State University Library; the American Heritage Center at the University of Wyoming; 
the Newberry Library in Chicago, Illinois; the Huntington Library in San Marino, California; the 
University of California-Berkeley’s Water Resources Center Archives; the Yale Collection of 
Western Americana in New Haven, Connecticut; the Library of Congress; the Department of the 
Interior Library in Washington, DC; the University of Nevada–Reno Library; the regional and 
Denver libraries of Reclamation; and the National Archives and Records Administration in 
College Park, Maryland.  All completed oral history interviews can also be found on the Bureau 
of Reclamation’s History Program website. 
 

Readings List 

 
Adams, John A. Damming the Colorado: The Rise of the Lower Colorado River Authority, 1933-

1939. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990. 
 
Adams, Stephen B. Mr. Kaiser Goes to Washington: The Rise of a Government 

Entrepreneur. Chapel Hill and London: The University of North Carolina 
Press, 1997. 

 
Alexander, Thomas G. “Interdependence and Change: Mutual Irrigation Companies in 

Utah's Wasatch Oasis in an Age of Modernization, 1870-1930.” Utah Historical 
Quarterly 71 (Fall 2003): 292-314. 

 
________. “Interdependence in the Mormon Heartland: Mutual Irrigation Companies and 

Modernization in Utah's Wasatch Oasis, 1870-1930.” The Mining History Journal: The 
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Tenth Annual Journal of the Mining History Association (2003 [2004]): 87-102. 
________. “An Investment in Progress: Utah’s First Federal Reclamation Project, The 

Strawberry Valley Project.” Utah Historical Quarterly, Volume 39, No. 3 (Summer 
1971): 286-304. 

 
Allen, Marion V. Early Jackson Hole. Redding, California: Press Room Printing, Inc., 1981. 

Allen, Marion V. Hoover Dam and Boulder City. Redding, California: CP Printing & 
Publishing, 1983. 

 
Allen, Marion V. Redding and the Three Shastas. Shingletown, California: Marion V. Allen, 

1989. 
 
Allen, Marion V. Rio Colorado & Parker Dam. Redding, California: River City Printing and 

Publishing, 1987. 
 
Allen, Marion V., collection editor, Pacific Constructors, Inc., “The Headtower” a monthly 

newsletter aimed at safety of the workers of Pacific Constructors, Inc., published monthly 
at Shasta Dam, California from June 1941 to June 1944. 

 
Allen, Marion V. Shasta Dam and Its Builders. Shingletown, California: Marion V. Allen, 1987 

(second printing). 
 
The American Artists and Water Reclamation: A selection of paintings from the collection of the 

Bureau of Reclamation. Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 
1973. [Denver Reclamation Library call number N 6512 .U47 1973] 

 
American Indian Lawyer Training Program. Indian Tribes and Sovereign Governments. 

Oakland, California: American Indian Resources Institute, 1988 
 
American Public Works Association, Ellis L. Armstrong, ed. History of Public Works in the 

United States 1776–1976. Chicago: American Public Works Association, 1976. 
 
Anderson, Douglas Bruce. “Alienation and Abundance: American Farm Fiction, 1900-1930.” 

Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Iowa, 2002. Copy provided by UMI Dissertation 
Services, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

 
Andrews, Richard N. L. Managing the Environment, Managing Ourselves: A History of 

American Environmental Policy. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1999. 
 
Armstrong, Ellis L. An Interview with Ellis L. Armstrong. Oral history interview edited by 

Michael C. Robinson, Chicago: Public Works Historical Society, 1987. 
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_________. Editor, “Irrigation,” Chapter in History of Public Works in the United States, 1776-
1976. Chicago: American Public Works Association, 1976. 

 
Arrington, Leonard J. “Irrigation in the Snake River Valley: An Historical Overview.” Idaho 

Yesterdays Volume 30, Numbers 1-2 (Spring/Summer, 1986): 3-11. 
 
Arrington, Leonard J. and Lowell Dittmer. “Reclamation in Three Layers: The Ogden River 

Project, 1934-1965.” The Pacific Historical Review Vol. 35, No. 1 
(February 1966): 15-34. 
 
Arrington, Leonard J. and Thomas C. Anderson. “The ‘First’ Irrigation Reservoir in the United 

States: The Newton, Utah, Project.” Utah Historical Quarterly Volume 39, No. 3 
(Summer 1971): 207-23. 

 
Ashley, Jeffrey S. and Zachary A. Smith. Groundwater Management in the West. Lincoln and 

London: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. 
 
Aton, James M. and Robert S. McPherson. River Flowing from the Sunrise: An Environmental 

History of the Lower San Juan. Logan: Utah State University Press, 2000. 
 
Attebery, Louie W. “From Littoral to Lateral.” Idaho Yesterdays Volume 30, Nos. 1-2 

(Spring/Summer 1986): 26-32. 
 
August, Jack L., Jr. Dividing Western Waters: Mark Wilmer and Arizona v. California. Fort 

Worth, Texas: Texas Christian University, 2007. 
 
________. Vision in the Desert: Carl Hayden and Hydropolitics in the American Southwest. 

Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1999. 
 
August, Jack L., Jr. and Dennis DeConcini. Senator Dennis DeConcini: From the Center of the 

Aisle. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2006 
 
Autobee, Robert. “Rye Patch Dam: A New Deal for the Lower Humboldt.” Nevada Historical 

Society Quarterly 37 (Fall 1994): 200-214. 
 
Bailey, James M. “The Politics of Dunes, Redwoods, and Dams: Arizona’s ‘Brothers Udall’ and 

America’s National Parklands, 1961-1969.” Ph.D. Dissertation, Arizona State 
University, 1999. (Includes chapter on Reclamation’s Grand Canyon dams proposal) 

 
Bakken, Gordon Morris, editor. Law in the Western United States. Norman: University of 

Oklahoma Press, 2000. “Part Three: Water Law,” 127-204. 
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________. “Chapter 4: Rocky Mountain Water Law,” in The Development of Law on the Rocky 
Mountain Frontier: Civil Law and Society, 1850-1912. Westport, Connecticut; London; 
Greenwood Press, 1983. Series–Contributions in Legal Studies, Number 27, 69-89. 

 
Baldridge, Kenneth W. “Reclamation Work of the Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1942,” 

Utah Historical Quarterly, Volume 39, No. 3 (Summer 1971): 265-85. 
 
Barrett, Glen. “Reclamation’s New Deal for Heavy Construction: M-K in the Great Depression,” 

Idaho Yesterdays, Volume 22, No. 3 (Fall 1978): 21-7. 
 
Barry, John M. Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America. 

New York City: Simon and Schuster, 1997. 
 
Bastach, Rick. Waters of Oregon: A Source Book on Oregon’s Water and Water Management. 

Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 1998. 
 
Bates, J. Leonard. Senator Thomas J. Walsh of Montana: Law and Public Affairs, from TR to 

FDR. Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1999. 
 
Baxter, John O. Dividing New Mexico’s Waters, 1700-1912. Albuquerque: University of New 

Mexico Press, 1997. 
 
Beard, Daniel P. “The Passage of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, 1991-1992: The 

Role of George Miller.” Oral History interview by Malca Chall, 1996. Regional Oral 
History Office, Bancroft Library, University of California. 

 
________. Deadbeat Dams: Why We Should Abolish the Bureau of Reclamation and Tear Down 

Glen Canyon Dam. Boulder, Colorado: Johnson Books, 2015. 
 
Benson, Megan. “The Fight for Crow Water: Part 1–The Early Reservation Years through the 

Indian New Deal,” Montana: The Magazine of Western History Volume 57, No. 4 
(Winter 2007): 24-42. 

 
Benson, Megan. “The Fight for Crow Water: Part 2–Damming the Bighorn,” Montana: The 

Magazine of Western History Volume 58, No. 1 (Spring 2008): 3-23. 
 
Bergman, Charles. Red Delta: Fighting for Life at the End of the Colorado River. Golden, 

Colorado: Fullcrum Publishing, 2002. © Defenders of Wildlife. 
 
Berkman, Richard L. Damming the West (Ralph Nader’s Study Group Report on the Bureau of 

Reclamation). New York: Grossman Publishers, 1973. 
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Biggs, David. “Reclamation Nations: The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Role in Water 
Management and Nation Building in the Mekong Valley, 1945-1975.” Comparative 
Technology Transfer and Society Volume. 4, No. 3 (December 2006): 225-46. 

 
Billington, David P. and Donald C. Jackson. Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of 

Engineering and Politics. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2006. 
 
Billington, David P., with Donald C. Jackson and Martin V. Melosi. The History of Large 

Federal Dams: Planning, Design, and Construction. Denver, Colorado: Bureau of 
Reclamation, 2005. Available from the Government Printing Office. 

 
Binnema, Theodore. Common and Contested Ground: A Human and Environmental History of 

the Northwestern Plains. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001. 
 
Blanchard, C. J. “Home-Making by the Government: An Account of the Eleven Immense 

Irrigating Projects to Be Opened in 1908.” National Geographic Magazine, Volume 19 
(April 1908): 250-287. 

 
________. “Millions for Moisture: An Account of the Work of the U.S. Reclamation Service.” 

National Geographic Magazine, Volume 18, No. 4 (April 1907): 217-243. 
 
Bogener, Stephen Dean. Ditches Across the Desert: Irrigation in the Lower Pecos Valley. 

Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2005. 
 
________. “Ditches Across the Desert: A Story of Irrigation Along New Mexico’s Pecos River.” 

Ph.D. dissertation, Texas Tech University, December 1997. 
 
Boime, Eric. “‘Beating Plowshares into Swords:’ The Colorado River , the Yellow Peril, and the 

Movement for Federal Reclamation, 1901-1928.” Pacific Historical Review Volume 78, 
No. 1 (February 2009): 27-53. 

 
Bonner, Robert E. “Buffalo Bill Cody and Wyoming Water Politics.” Western Historical 

Quarterly Volume 33, No. 4 (Winter 2002): 433-451. 
 
_________. “Elwood Mead, Buffalo Bill Cody, and the Carey Act in Wyoming,” Montana: The 

Magazine of Western History Volume 55, No. 1 (Spring 2005): 36-51. 
 
________. and Beryl Churchill. Home in the Valley: Powell’s [Wyoming] First Century. Cody, 

Wyoming; WordsWorth, 2008. 
 
________. William F. Cody’s Wyoming Empire: The Buffalo Bill Nobody Knows. Norman, 

University of Oklahoma Press, 2007. 
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Börk, Karrigan S. “The Wilderness and the Dry Land Will Be Glad; and the Desert Will Rejoice 

and Blossom Like a Rose” The Origins of the Bureau of Reclamation,” Journal of the 
West, Volume 50, No. 2 (Spring 2011): 60-74. 

 
Bourne, C. B. “River of the West: The Columbia River Treaty.” Idaho Yesterdays, Volume 5, 

No. 1 (Spring 1961): 22-5. 
 
Boxberger, Daniel L. To Fish in Common: The Ethnohistory of Lummi Indian Salmon Fishing. 

Seattle and London: University of Washington Press, 2000. 
 
Briggs Charles L. and Van Ness, John R., Editors. Land, Water, and Culture: New Perspectives 

on Hispanic Land Grants. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. 
 
Brigham, Jay. Empowering the West: Electrical Politics Before FDR. Lawrence: University 

Press of Kansas, 1998. 
 
Brookings Institution Institute for Government Research, The U.S. Reclamation Service: Its 

History, Activities, and Organization. [Service Monographs of the United States 
Government, No. 2.] New York, London: D. Appleton and Company, 1919. [Reprint: 
New York: AMS Press, 1974. 

 
Brooks, Karl Boyd. Before Earth Day: The Origins of American Environmental Law, 1945- 

1970. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2009. 
 
Brown, Bruce. Mountain in the Clouds: A Search for the Wild Salmon. Seattle and London: 

University of Washington Press, 1990. 
 
Brown, D. Clayton. Electricity for Rural America: The Fight for REA. Westport, Connecticut, 

London: Greenwood Press, 1980. 
 
Brown, F. Lee and Helen M. Ingram. Water and Poverty in the Southwest. Tucson: University of 

Arizona Press, 1987. 
 
Bugher, Robert D. People Making Public Works History: A Century of Progress, 1894-1994. 

Kansas City, Missouri: American Public Works Association, 1998. 
 
Burgi, Philip H. “Impact of Reclamation's Hydraulic Laboratory on Water Development,” in 

Environmental and Water Resources History: Proceedings and Invited Papers for the 
ASCE 150th Anniversary (1852-2002). Sponsored by Environmental and Water 
Resources Institute of the American Society of Civil Engineers and EWRI National 
History and Heritage Committee. Edited by Jerry R. Rogers and Augustine J. Fredrich 
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(ASCE: Reston, Virginia, 2003): 73-86 
Burton, Lloyd. American Indian Water Rights and the Limits of Law. Lawrence: University 

Press of Kansas, 1991. 
 
Cache, Elizabeth, and Bonnie G. Colby. Indian Water Rights: Negotiating the Future. Tucson: 

The University of Arizona, Water Resources Research Center, June 1993. 
 
California State Department of Education. The Central Valley Project compiled by the Workers 

of the Writers’ Program of the Work Project Administration. Sacramento: California 
State Department of Education, 1942. 

 
California Department of Water Resources. Carson River Atlas. December 1991. California 

Department of Water Resources. Truckee River Atlas. June 1991. 
 
Campbell, Robert B. “Newlands, Old Lands: Native American Labor, Agrarian Ideology, and 

the Progressive-Era State in the Making of the Newlands Reclamation Project, 1902- 
1926.” Pacific Historical Review, Volume 71, No. 2 (May 2002): 203-38. 

 
Cannon, Brian Q. “Adaptation of Dryland Farmers to Irrigation”. Agricultural History, Volume 

66, No. 2 (1992): 120-136. 
 
________. “Homesteading the Promised Land: Reclamation in the Northwest, 1902- 1924.” 

Paper for the Annual Meeting of the Pacific Coast Branch of the AHA, 1997. 
 
Cannon, Brian Q. “Quite a Wrestling Match: Adaptation of Dryland Farmers to Irrigation.” 

Agricultural History Volume 66 (Spring 1992): 120-36. 
 
_________. Remaking the Agrarian Dream: New Deal Rural Resettlement in the 

Mountain West. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996. 
 
________. Reopening the Frontier : Homesteading in the Modern West. Lawrence: University 

Press of Kansas, 2009. 
 
________. “‘We Are Now Entering a New Era’: Federal Reclamation and the Fact 

Finding Commission of 1923-1924.” Pacific Historical Review Volume 66 
(May 1997): 185-211. 

 
Carle, David. Drowning the Dream: California’s Water Choices at the Millennium. Westport, 

Connecticut, London: Praeger, 2000. 
 
Carle, David. Water and the California Dream: Choices for the New Millennium. San 

Francisco: Sierra Club Books, 2000. 
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Carpenter, Daniel P. “Structure, Reputation, and the Bureaucratic Failure of 

Reclamation Policy, 1902-1914.” in The Forging of Bureaucratic Autonomy: 
Reputations, Networks, and Policy Innovation in Executive Agencies, 1862-1928. 
Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2001, 326-52. 

 
Carrels, Peter. Uphill Against Water: The Great Dakota Water War. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press, 1999. 
 
Carricker, Robert C. “Ten Dollars a Song: The Bonneville Power Administration Hired 

Woody Guthrie to Sing the Praises of Public Power to the Masses.” Columbia: 
The Magazine of Northwest History (Spring 2001): 32-6. 

 
Chastise, John A. The Development of Electric Power Transmission: The Role Played 

by Technology, Institutions, and People. New York City: The Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc., 1993. Volume 2 of IEEE Case 
Histories of Achievement in Science and Technology. 

 
Caseate, David N. Dripping Dry: Literature, Politics, and Water in the Desert Southwest. Ann 

Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2004. 
 
Caley, R. MacGregor. Federal Land, Western Anger: The Sagebrush Rebellion and 

Environmental Politics. Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 1993. 
 
Caylor, Ann. “‘A Promise Long Deferred’: Federal Reclamation on the Colorado River Indian 

Reservation.” Pacific Historical Review Volume 69, No. 2 (May 2000): 193-215. 
 
Children, Craig, The Secret Knowledge of Water: Discovering the Essence of the American 

Desert. Boston, New York, London: Little, Brown and Company, 2000. 
 
Churchill, Beryl Gail. Challenging the Canyon: A Family Man Builds a Dam [Buffalo Bill 

Dam]. Cody, Wyoming: Wordsworth, 2001. 
 
Churchill, Beryl Gail. The Dam Book: The Construction History of Carbide, Buffalo Bill, and 

Willwood Dams. Cody, Wyoming: Rustler Printing and Publishing, 1986. 
 
Churchill, Beryl Gail. Dams, Ditches, and Water: A History of the Shoshone Reclamation 

Project. Cody, Wyoming: Rustler Printing and Publishing, 1979. 
 
Clarke, Jeanne Nienaber and Daniel McCool. Staking out the Terrain: Power Differentials 

among Natural Resource Management Agencies. Albany: State University of New York 
Press, 1985. 



10 
  

 
Bureau of Reclamation History Program  

 
Cleaveland, Frederic N. “Administrative Decentralization in the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation”. 

Public Administration Review Volume 13 (Winter, 1953). 
 
Clements, Kendrick A. Hoover, Conservatism, and Consumerism: Engineering the Good Life. 

Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 2000. 
 
Clemings, Russell. Mirage: The False Promise of Desert Agriculture. San Francisco: Sierra 

Club Books, 1996. 
 
Coate, Charles Eugene. “Federal-Local Relationships on the Boise and Minidoka Projects, 1904-

1926.” Idaho Yesterdays, Volume 25, No. 2 (Summer 1981): 2-9. 
 
________. “Water, Power, and Politics in the Central Valley Project, 1933- 1967.” Ph.D. 

dissertation, University of California, Berkeley, 1969. 
 
Cohen, Scott B. “Controlling the Crooked River: Changing Environments and Water Uses in 

Irrigated Central Oregon, 1913-1988.” Oregon Historical Quarterly Volume 109, No. 2 
(Summer 2008): 204-25. 

 
Colby, Bonnie G. Negotiating Tribal Water Rights: Fulfilling Promises in the Arid West. 

Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2005. 
 
Collier, Michael and Robert H. Webb. Floods, Droughts, and Climate Change. Tucson: 

University of Arizona Press, 2002. 
 
Colorado River Water Users Association. Reflections on the Colorado River. Coachella, 

California: Colorado River Water Users Association, 1999. 
 
Cone, Joseph. A Common Fate: Endangered Salmon and the People of the Pacific Northwest. 

Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 1995. 
 
Cone, Joseph and Sandy Ridlington, Editors. The Northwest Salmon Crisis: A Documentary 

History. Corvallis: Oregon State University Press, 1996. 
 
Conkin, Paul K. “The Vision of Elwood Mead.” Agricultural History Volume 34 (April 1960): 

88-97. 
 
Cooper, Erwin. Aqueduct Empire: A Guide to Water in California, Its Turbulent History and Its 

Management Today. Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1968. 
 
Correll, Helen Hoehn. “Until the Old Men Die: A Case Study of the Garrison Diversion Project 
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in North Dakota.” Ph.D. dissertation, Michigan Technological University, 2000. 
Courtwright, Julie. Prairie Fire: A Great Plains History. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 

2011. 
 
Crawford, Stanley. Mayordomo: Chronicle of an Acequia in Northern New Mexico. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. 
 
Cunfer, Geoff. On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment. College Station: Texas 

A&M University Press, 2005. 
 
Danver, Steven Laurence. “Liquid Assets: A History of Tribal Water Rights Strategies in the 

American Southwest.” Ph.D. dissertation, Department of History, University of Utah, May 
2004. 

 
Davis, Arthur Powell. Irrigation Works Constructed by the United States Government. New York: 

John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1917. 
 
Davison, Stanley Roland. The Leadership of the Reclamation Movement, 1875-1902. New York: 

Arno Press, 1979. 
 
Dawdy, Dorris Ostrander. Congress in Its Wisdom: The Bureau of Reclamation and the Public 

Interest. Boulder, San Francisco, London: Westview Press, 1989. 
 
DeBuys, William, Editor. Seeing Things Whole: The Essential John Wesley Powell. Washington, 

D.C.: Island Press, 2001. 
 
De Mark, Judith Boyce, Editor. Essays in Twentieth Century New Mexico History. Albuquerque: 

University of New Mexico Press, 1994. 
 
Dean, Robert. “‘Dam Building Still Had Some Magic Then’: Stewart Udall, the Central Arizona 

Project, and the Evolution of the Pacific Southwest Water Plan, 1963-1968.” Pacific 
Historical Review Volume 66 (February 1997): 81-98. 

 
DeJong, David H. “Forced to Abandon Our Fields”: The 1914 Clay Southworth Gila River 

Pima Interviews. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2011. 
 
DeRoos, R. The Thirsty Land: The Story of the Central Valley Project. Palo Alto, California: 

Stanford University Press, 1948. 
 
Dias, Ric A. “Henry H. Kaiser: Can-do Capitalist, ‘Government Entrepreneur,’ and Western 

Booster,” Journal of the West Volume 42, No. 4 (Fall 2003): 54-62. 
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Dietrich, William. Northwest Passage: The Great Columbia River. New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1995. 

 
Dill, Senator Clarence C. Where Water Falls. Spokane: C. W. Hill Printers, 1970. 
 
Dille, J. M.. A Brief History of the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District and The 

Colorado-Big Thompson Project. Loveland, Colorado: Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District, 1958. 

 
DiModica, Laurie. “Alumnus Frank T. Crowe Builds Hoover Dam, One of the Seven Wonders 

of the Industrial World.” The Archon (Spring 2010): 16-21. 
 
Dodd, Douglas W. “Boulder Dam Recreation Area: The Bureau of Reclamation, the National Park 

Service, and the Origins of the National Recreation Area Concept at Lake Mead, 1929-
1936.” Southern California Quarterly Volume 88 No.4 (Winter 2006-2007):431-73. 

 
Dominy, Floyd E. Oral History Interview: Floyd E. Dominy: November 14, 1968, Washington, 

D.C. Interview conducted by Joe B. Frantz. Lyndon Baines Johnson Library, 1968. 
 
Doolittle, William E. Canal Irrigation in Prehistoric Mexico: The Sequence of Technological 

Change. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. 
 
Doremus, Holly D. Water War in the Klamath Basin: Macho Law, Combat Biology, and Dirty 

Politics. Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 2008. 
 
Downey, Senator Sheridan. They Would Rule the Valley. San Francisco: Sheridan Downey, 

1947. [Central Valley Project and acreage limitation to which Senator Downey was 
opposed.] 

 
Downs, L. Vaughn. The Mightiest of Them All: Memories of Grand Coulee Dam. Fairfield, 

Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1986. 
 
DuMars, Charles T. and Marilyn O’Leary, and Albert E. Utton. Pueblo Indian Water Rights: 

Struggle for a Precious Resource. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1984. 
 
Dunar, Andrew J. and Dennis McBride . Building Hoover Dam: An Oral History of the Great 

Depression. New York: Twayne Publishers, 1993. 
 
Dunbar, Robert G. Forging New Rights in Western Waters. Lincoln: University of Nebraska 

Press, 1983. 
 
Eliott, Gary E. Senator Alan Bible and the Politics of the New West. Reno: University of Nevada 
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Press, 1994. 
 
Elkind, Sarah S. Bay Cities and Water Politics: The Battle for Resources in Boston and Oakland. 

Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1998. 
 
________. How Local Politics Shape Federal Policy: Business, Power, & the Environment in 

Twentieth-Century Los Angeles. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2011. 
 
________. “Private Power at Boulder Dam: Utilities, Government Power, and Political 

Realism,” in U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, The Bureau of 
Reclamation: History Essays from the Centennial Symposium. Volume 2. Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2008, 447-65. 

 
Ellison, Karin Denice “The Making of a Multiple Purpose Dam: Engineering Culture, the U. S. 

Bureau of Reclamation, and Grand Coulee Dam, 1917-1942,” Ph.D. Dissertation, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

 
Englebert, Ernest A. “Federalism and Water Resources Development.” Law and Contemporary 

Problems Volume XXII (1957): 325-50. 
 
Englebert, Ernest A. Policy Issues of the Pacific Southwest Water Plan. Boulder: University of 

Colorado Press, 1965. 
 
Erie, Steven P. Beyond Chinatown: The Metropolitan Water District, Growth, and the 

Environment in Southern California. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006. 
 
Espeland, Wendy Nelson. The Struggle for Water: Politics, Rationality, and Identity in the 

American Southwest. Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1998. 
 
Etulain, Richard W. Editor. The American West in the Twentieth Century: A Bibliography. 

Norman, London: University of Oklahoma Press, 1994. 
 
Evans, Howard Ensign and Mary Alice Evans. Cache la Poudre: The Natural History of a Rocky 

Mountain River. Niwot, Colorado: University Press of Colorado, 1991. 
 
Fahey, John. “Selling the Watered West: Arcadia Orchards.” Pacific Historical Review Volume 

62 (November 1993): 453-74. 
 
Farmer, Jared. Glen Canyon Dammed: Inventing Lake Powell and the Canyon Country. Tucson: 

The University of Arizona Press, 1999. 
 
Feldman, David L. “The Great Plains Garrison Diversion Unit and the Search for an 
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Environmental Ethic.” Policy Sciences Volume 24 (1991): 41-64. 
 
Ferrell, John R. Big Dam Era: A Legislative and Institutional History of the Pick-Sloan Missouri 

Basin Program. Omaha, Nebraska: Missouri River Division, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, 1993. 

 
Ficken, Robert E. Rufus Woods: The Columbia River and the Building of Modern Washington. 

Pullman: Washington State University Press, 1995. 
 
Fiege, Mark. Irrigated Eden: Making of an Agricultural Landscape in the American West. 

Seattle and London: University of Washington Press, 1999. 
 
Finkhouse, Joseph and Mark Crawford. A River Too Far: The Past and Future of the Arid West. 

Reno: Nevada Humanities Council and University of Nevada Press, 1991. 
 
Flack, J. Kirkpatrick. Desideratum in Washington: The Intellectual Community in the Capital 
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